

Everyone at The GEM 
wishes all of our readers and 
advertisers a very peaceful 
Christmas and every good 
fortune in the New Year. We are 
now taking a festive break and 
will not be publishing next week, 
but we will be back again^ 
on Thursday, January 5.|" 
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New DFS sofa store 
opens in Llantrisant 


Great news for all sofa 
shoppers of Llantrisant. 
The brand new DFS store 
at Glamorgan Vale Retail 
Park opens Boxing Day. 

DFS, Europe’s No.l sofa specialist, 
has become famous over the last 
40 years for its sofas, savings and 
outstanding customer service. 
And now the furniture giant is at 
last coming to Llantrisant. 

The New DFS store offers a huge 
range of exclusively designed 
furniture in a wide choice of 
styles, shapes and colours. With 
three UK factories, DFS don’t 
just sell sofas, they make many of 
them too. 

In fact, DFS sofas are built to such 
high standards, they give you a 
free 10 year guarantee on every 
one. Also, because your sofa is 
made to order, you can get exactly 
what you want. 

And right now at the brand new 
Llantrisant store everything in 
the DFS Sale is reduced in price 
with Double Savings on a huge 
choice of the latest designs. 



Grand Opening Sale Doors Open 9am Boxing Day 



































Double Savings 

in the DFS Sale 


100 % 



DFS Llantrisant 


SAve/l>onble/ 

£499 

Salei^T^S After event price £1059 


The Dynasty compact sofa 

in 100% real leather. 

SAVE £560 


Grand 

Opening 


O A / 4 years interest 
y Q free credit with 
*p^ nothinstopay 

REPRESENTATIVE for the first year 


*^(wvs open 


Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 
4 years free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. After event prices apply from I6th January and 6th 
February - see in store or online for details. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of 
DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 0I735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 
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21 new houses 
in Cowbridge 
on school site 


A TOTAL of 21 executive 
homes are to be built in the 
centre of Cowbridge - on the 
lower school site at Town Mill 
Road. 

The land was sold to housebuilder 
Taylor Wimpey by the Sir Thomas 
Mansell Franklen Trust, which con¬ 
trols the land formerly used by the 
school. 

A planning application for the 
homes was lodged with the Vale 
Council shortly before The GEM went 
to press. 

The plans show a modem estate, 
made up of a mixture of executive 
homes and town houses. 

It appears from the plan that there 
are nine five-bedroom, six four-bed¬ 
room and six three-bedroom homes. 

The five-bedroom houses have two 
garages, while most of the four-bed¬ 


room ones have one. A spokesperson 
for Taylor Wimpey South Wales com¬ 
mented: “A detailed planning applica¬ 
tion has been submitted to the council 
for the former lower school site in 
Cowbridge, which seeks permission 
for the entire site to be developed for 
new housing. 

“In the meantime, the maintenance 
of the existing buildings is still the 
responsibility of the Vale Council as 
tmstees”. 

“We are looking forward to work¬ 
ing with the council to secure a suit¬ 
able planning permission in a timely 
manner and progress this exciting 
development once planning is grant¬ 
ed.” 

Residents near the site were woken 
last week at 4am when windows at the 
existing buildings, which are due to be 
demolished, were broken. 

(See page 4 for full details) 


Late night shopping made easy! 



ABOVE: Last Thursday (December 15) retailers in Cowbridge 
offered customers something extra - the chance to do 
their shopping in the evening in a relaxed and convivial 
atmosphere. There was often a glass of cheer on offer (as in 
the picture above at the Knife and Fork Deli) - as well 
as the traditional Cowbridge warm welcome! 
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SERVICING REPAIRS MOTS 


DIAGNOSTICS AND MUCH MORE 
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Services we carry out: I 

• Servicing of vehicies V 

in or out of warranty ^ ^ 

• MoT’s 

• Fuii Land Rover & snap-on diagnostics 

• Engine repairs & repiacement 

• Ciutches & gearboxes 

• Timing beit repiacement 

• Weiding • Brakes & Exhausts 

• Tyres & puncture repairs 

WE OPERATE A COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN LOCAL AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 
_ Piease phone or pop in for a quote 


Don’t forget to 
book in for a Winter 
vehicie check 

2L FED UP OF PAYING HIGH PETROL COSTS? 

WHY NOT HAVE AN LPG CONVERSION BY US. 

■ 01446 773768 

email :vale4x4@ btconnect.com 


AGENCY PROBES 
FUEL SPILL IN 
THE RIVER THAW 


THE Environment 
Agency Wales has 
been investigating the 
cause of a diesel spill 
in the River Thaw 
which was visible in 
Cowbridge on 
Thursday, December 
15. 

At around 1pm on 
that day in the town, 
the river had a sheen of 
fuel on the surface. 

A spokesperson from 
Environment Agency 
Wales said: “We inves¬ 
tigated the source of 
this spill for some miles 
upstream but we didn 't 
find any conclusive evi¬ 
dence of the source. 

“The diesel must 
have originated some 
distance from the sight¬ 
ings in Cowbridge and 
washed downstream 
during the recent bad 
weather. 

“However, the diesel 
has now cleared and 
has not had any lasting 
impact on the River 
Thaw.” 

The agency still 
hopes someone might 
come forward with 
information. 

The spokesman 
added: “If anyone does 
see any further evi¬ 
dence of a spill, or 
knows of any leaks in 


the vicinity, please 
report it to us on 0800 
80 70 60. 

“What we want is to 
tackle any spill at 
source so we do not see 
any more pollution, and 
to stop someone losing 
expensive fuel.” 


Time runs out 
...of the shop! 

POLICE in Cowbridge are appealing for 
information, after a number of clocks were 
stolen from an antique centre in the town. 

Three antique clocks were taken from Cowbridge 
Antique Centre in Eastgate at around 2pm on 
Saturday, December 17. 

The clocks, which have a combined value of 
£1,400, were made by Mappin & Webb, Darrads and 
a Erench producer. 

All of the items have a gold body and are approxi¬ 
mately five to six feet in height. 

Officers from the Vale Neighbourhood Policing 
Team are keen to speak to two women who were in 
the store around the time of the incident. 

Anyone with information should contact PCSO 
Matt Woodman at Llantwit Major Police Station via 
101, or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
« VEKA member is^recommended ^ ^ 

^ by Steve Davis ^ ^ ^ 


0% FINANCE 


FREE^ 

VERTICAL BLINDS | 

V Offer only with this voucher 




Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! 



OPEN ALL OYER 
CHRISTMAS! 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 646464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 SAP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pm 7 days a week 




www.mpnwindows.com 
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WHAT TO DO 
ABOUT LITTER? 


I T is a sad fact 
that beach litter 
has more than 
doubled over the 
last 15 years - it is 
swamping our 
oceans and washing 
up on our beaches. 

It kills wildlife, looks 
disgusting, is a hazard to 
our health, and costs 
millions to clean up! 

This litter comes from 
many human sources: 
the public, fishing, 
sewage pipes and ship¬ 
ping - but it is all pre¬ 
ventable. Don’t you 
think it’s about time you 
did something about it? 

Luckily, there’s plenty 
thqt people can do: 

Volunteers thanked 

M ay I take the opportunity of 
thanking all those people who 
volunteered to help in the 
‘Cards for Good Causes’ shop at the 
Community College in Cowbridge this 
year? 

There has been a magnificent response to our 
request for volunteers and I am truly grateful. 

The charities involved will have benefited by 
many thousands of pounds through the generosity 
of people giving up their time to serve in the shop. 
Thank you, 

Neville Farthing, Llantwit Major 
Volunteer Manager 

‘Paved area is a 
danger to residents’ 


Stop throwing house¬ 
hold items down the toi¬ 
let; if you smoke, do not 
drop your cigarette butts 
on the beach; don’t let 
go of your balloons 
because they don’t just 
disappear but float back 
to earth. Balloons are 
particularly dangerous as 
they are often mistaken 
for food by marine ani¬ 
mals. 

Why not join us on 
one of our monthly 
beach cleans on Boxing 
Day at the Knap beach, 
Barry at 2.30pm? 

Conn Rob Curtis, 
Barry 

(Co-ordinator of 
Friends of Barry 
beaches) 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE EULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


"Dark cloud of history 
hanging over Britain?’ 


B arry, Wales, and 
the rest of Britain 
(did someone call it 
‘Great’Britain?) is a very 
strange place to live in at 
the moment. 

This area is beautiful, with 
fine beaches, a nearby airport 
and stunning countryside. 

However, this beauty hides a 
dark reality,underscored by a 
report prepared by Peter Evans, 
Director of Legal Public 
Protection and Housing Services 
at the Vale Council. 

He predicts that the current 
radical reform of welfare bene¬ 
fits will lead to a rapid increase 
in the number of homeless peo¬ 
ple living in Barry and elsewhere 


who, he believes, will then have 
to resort to squatting, crime and 
disorder, in order to survive. 

This from a Coalition govern¬ 
ment, strong advocates of Taw 
and order’, just like the last dis¬ 
astrous Labour government. 

Another report from the 
Anchor Trust says that 40,000 
people a year in Britain need a 
state-funded funeral because 
they die “alone and penniless” 
and end their lives in paupers’ 
graves I 

Finally, in the Rhondda, food 
parcels are being delivered by 
TV personalities like Coleen 
Nolan, to impoverished families. 

I was born in 1947, under a 
Labour government which then 
was socialist and established a 


welfare state that was meant to 
look after the “baby boomers” 
from “cradle to grave” - and not 
condemn anyone to sub-standard 
education, health care and a pau¬ 
per’s grave. 

This, after 14 years of a 
Labour government having aban¬ 
doned its socialist principles 
under Blair and Brown, and a 
Coalition putting us further in 
the mire. 

Why am I reminded of 
pre-war Germany, the Weimar 
Republic and the rise of the 
Nazis? I just hope that’s not the 
road down which we are head¬ 
ing. 

Christopher Short, Barry, 

(Former Labour Party member 
and parliamentary candidate). 


‘There were no World War 2 
executions of GIs in Barry' 


L lantwit 

MAJOR has 
changed dra¬ 
matically over the 
last year - yes, it 
does look nice, but it 
is a danger to the 
older generation and 
to families with chil¬ 
dren. 

The paved area out¬ 
side the Co-op, Red 
Cross, Co-op chemist, 
and all the way down to 
Boots chemist and even 
to the crossing, is 
botched. 

The pathway is 
uneven, slabs broken, 
some loose and sticking 

True or false? 

WITH reference to 
recent GEM articles and 
correspondence, I can 
vaguely remember the 
incident in Sully camp. 

I believe two coloured 
GIs were accused of 
rape. 

I was only 11 years 
old, but I was told the 
two GIs were lynched. 
True or not? 

WJ James, Barry 
(See letter from Dr 
Jonathan Hicks 
above, right) 


up, different paved slabs 
were used, ramps every¬ 
where and a large steep 
gradient down to the 
crossing. 

This is not acceptable 
for the residents of 
Llantwit Major. 

With winter fast 
approaching, it will be 
like an ice rink down to 
the crossing. 

Come on Vale 
Council, please sort out 
this ridiculous mess. 
Even the bench has been 
taken away, which was 
used by the local resi¬ 
dents. 

Carolyn Risby, 

St Athan. 


I N response to 

Christopher Short’s 
letter in last week’s 
GEM, I must point out 
that he is incorrect in stat¬ 
ing that the RWF have 
always spelt the middle 
word of the regimental 
title as ‘Welch’. 

In the Boer War and through¬ 
out the First World War, the 
Army officially called the regi¬ 
ment ‘The Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers’ - but the archaic 
‘Welch’ was officially restored 
to the regiment's title in 1920, 
under Army Order No.56. 

During those decades, the reg¬ 
iment itself unofficially used the 
‘Welch’ form, but all Army 


records of men from Barry, for 
example, serving with the RWF 
show the official spelling during 
this period as ‘Welsh’. 

On his other point, the skele¬ 
ton that was discovered during 
post-war building work on the 
site of the WW2 American 
Camp near Hayes Road was ini¬ 
tially thought to be that of a US 
soldier; and it appears that the 
authorities were informed of its 
discovery, found, as it was, 
buried near various military 
debris from the camp left behind 
after the American troops 
returned home. 

However, bone dating tech¬ 
niques showed that it was from 
a much earlier century than the 
Second World War! 


THREE ‘GOOD 
SAMARITANS’ 


T Mr John 
O'Gorman's 
request, I am 
writing to say 
thank you to the 
three gentlemen 
who so readily and 
capably came to his 
aid, when he fell 
outside the 
Principality 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


Building Society, in 
Llantwit Major, 
last Thursday, 
December 15. 

Thanks also to the 
First Responder, who 
appeared on the scene 
very quickly and 
remained until the 
ambulance arrived, giv¬ 
ing help and reassur¬ 
ance. 

Mr O’Gorman had 
fractured his femur and 
is awaiting an operation. 

I would like to add my 
thanks, also, for all the 
help and reassurance 
given. 

In this season of good¬ 
will, it is gratifying and 
heartwarming to know 
that there are still ‘Good 
Samaritans’ to be found, 
especially in Llantwit 
Major, 

Jane Sullivan, 

Penmark 


'Events must be 
managed, but are 
vital for the town’ 


S OME of the events and 
parades we have in 
Cowbridge have received 
bad press over the last two 
weeks. 

I totally agree that events, such as 
the reindeer parade, which bring in 
large numbers of people, have to be 
managed so that there are no safety 
issues or traffic chaos. 

But the intent of these events is to 
generate trade and publicity for the 
town and to give pleasure and enjoy¬ 
ment to many. 

In these hard times, local shops 
and businesses need all the help they 
can get to survive, for the good of the 
town, its community and for the 
preservation of local jobs. 

I am grateful to all those who put 
in hard work and effort to organise 
all sorts of events that keep our town 
alive and vibrant - a town where 
people without cars, the old and not 


very mobile - and some I know 
almost blind, can still shop for then- 
daily needs. 

These events may very occasional¬ 
ly restrict freedom of movement, but 
are well advertised, so people can 
make arrangements around them, or 
join in the spirit of the event. 

Parades and events have been part 
of Cowbridge history for hundreds of 
years. 

They help the town to survive in 
hard times, bring enjoyment to many 
and are part of what makes 
Cowbridge special. 

It has been suggested that they be 
curtailed and a halt called to any 
increase. 

I just hope we do what is right for 
the town and its community, in a 
manner that is safe, so that genera¬ 
tions to come can enjoy the spirit of 
Cowbridge. 

Howard Wright, 

Cowbridge. 


LACK OF SOME 
FESTIVE CHEER 

I HAVE to say how utterly miserable 
Barry Dock town centre looks this 
Christmas, due to the significant lack 
of effort from the local traders when it 
comes to putting up decorations. 

I know there’s an economic downturn, but this 
does nothing to encourage me to spend in the town. 

It’s time to wake up and smell the coffee, folks, 
if you really mean business! 

However, well done and merry Christmas to 
High Street Traders, Market Street Club and 
garage, Morrisons, the council, for King Square 
and, best of all this year in my opinion. The Little 
Blue deli in Thompson Street. 

Sorry to those few that have also put up decora¬ 
tions that I have not yet seen. 

(Name and address supplied). 

Collection for 
the greyhounds 


T hank you to 
residents and 
visitors to 
Cowbridge, who 
generously support¬ 
ed Greyhound 
Welfare at our 
street collection and 
Meet the 

Greyhounds event 
in Cowbridge on 
December 3. 

The street collection 
raised a total of £140.08, 
which will be helpful in 
meeting vet’s fees and 
kennelling costs, before 

‘Street bollards 


rescued dogs are found 
homes. 

We are holding a walk 
with our greyhounds on 
Barry beach, meeting on 
the Promenade in Barry 
at 1pm on New Year’s 
Day. All are welcome to 
come along! 

If you wish to enquire 
about sharing life with a 
greyhound, telephone 
Paula on 01633 892846. 
For general information, 
please call 01446 
750663. 

John Richheld 
(volunteer helper), 

St Athan. 


This event no doubt gave rise 
to the tale of two black 
American soldiers being execut¬ 
ed for the crime of rape, which 
as the US Army records show, is 
patently untrue. 

If readers are interested in the 
US troops in the area during 
WW2, may I remind them that 
the ‘Wartime Weekend’ being 
held to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the American 
troops coming to the Vale of 
Glamorgan will take place over 
the weekend of June 16-17, 
2012 on Barry Waterfront. 

Further details can be found 
at www.barryatwar. 

Dr Jonathan Hicks 
Barry 


are not art’ 


S O Paul Haley 
(The GEM, 
December 8) 
considers those con¬ 
troversial pieces of 
mis-shapen metal 
(the bollards in 
Thompson Street) to 
be art! To say I beg 
to differ, is putting 
it mildly! 

I must say I admire 
his up-beat view of a 
project making an artis¬ 
tic statement in the town; 
but to call this result 
‘art’ is stretching the 
point to a degree. 

Certainly, let’s put 
Barry ahead in the enter¬ 
prise stakes, but relating 


to some focal point of 
worth. 

The rest of the Vale 
must be laughing up 
their sleeves at such a 
tasteless exhibition in the 
name of art. 

I have a strong feeling 
that whoever okayed the 
bollard idea was bedaz¬ 
zled by his/her daring to 
be different - called by 
the deluded being mod¬ 
ern and up-to-date! 

Your intentions are 
fine, Mr Haley, but sit¬ 
ting on the fence being 
self-congratulatory won’t 
get results. 

Mrs PI Weaver, 

Barry. 


Email your views and/or news to 

gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 30) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

22 Thur 

03.41 

9.0 

16.11 

9.2 

23 Fri 

04.44 

9.3 

17.09 

9.4 

24 Sat 

05.35 

9.7 

18.02 

9.8 

25 Sun 

06.26 

10.2 

18.51 

9.9 

26 Mon 

07.14 

10.1 

19.38 

9.9 

27 Tues 

07.58 

10.2 

20.19 

9.8 

28 Wed 

08.41 

9.9 

20.59 

9.5 

29 Thur 

09.19 

9.5 

21.37 

9.1 

30 Fri 

09.59 

9.2 

22.15 

8.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemedUorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF717EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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COWBRIDGE 
FOOTPATHS 
ARE TO BE 
UPGRADED 


FOUR public foot¬ 
paths are to be 
temporarily closed 
in Cowbridge - to 
allow for upgrad¬ 
ing and work to 
improve facilities 
alongside them. 

The paths, in the 
vicinity of Millfield 
Drive and Middlegate 
Court, are to he closed 
off from January 3. 

Work will then 
begin to resurface 
them, to provide new 
path edgings, to 
improve drainage and 
to put in improved 
facilities, such as way- 
markers and litter 
bins, as appropriate. 

The Vale Council 
has secured funding 
for this work through 
Creative Rural 
Communities via the 
Rural Footpaths 
Grant, which is 
intended to improve 
the right of way net¬ 
work in the rural 


Vale. It is anticipated 
that the footpaths will 
reopen during the 
first week in 
February. 

The cabinet mem¬ 
ber for legal and pub¬ 
lic protection. Conn 
Hunter Jarvie, said: 
“While it is regret¬ 
table that the foot¬ 
paths have to be 
closed, I am confident 
that the works will be 
completed by the first 
week in February and 
the finished product 
will be worthwhile. 

“The council will be 
ensuring that any dis¬ 
ruption is kept to a 
minimum. 

“The proposal to 
improve these foot¬ 
paths has been subject 
to consultation with 
the town council, resi¬ 
dents and the second¬ 
ary school and has 
been met with wide¬ 
spread support.” 

Other work will 
consist of a new 
bridge, built across 


Getting ready 
for Christmas! 

ISOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS] 


PRESIDENT 
Meryl James wel¬ 
comed all members 
to the suitably fes¬ 
tive December 
meeting. 

Business was kept to 
a minimum. Members 
were informed of the 
new year lunch on 
January 27 at 
Southemdown Golf 
Club. 

Next year resolutions 
were read out for mem¬ 
bers to choose their 
preference. 

A straw vote resulted 
in the prevention of air¬ 
borne litter being most 
popular. 

Art and craft mem¬ 
bers have been invited 
to produce a commemo¬ 
rative card for the 
Queen, to celebrate her 
60-year reign. 

All entries will be on 
show at the spring coun¬ 
cil meeting in April. 

SWI hopes to have a 
float in a local carnival 
next summer. Believe it 
or not, an early copy of 


the 2012 schedule for 
the Glamorgan show is 
available for members 
to peruse with a view to 
getting started on their 
personal craft during the 
winter months. The 
theme is ‘Village Life’. 

Our committee gave 
an up-lifting, vocal ren¬ 
dering to entertain the 
institute and promote 
‘ Wonderbra’. Are they 
ready for ‘The X- 
Factor’ ? 

This was well 
received, as was a 
Christmas quiz (rating - 
difficult) produced by 
Olwen, and individual 
readings from members. 
Excellent, varied nib¬ 
bles, mulled wine and 
fruit juice were on offer. 
Many thanks to the 
committee. 

The new year 
January meeting will be 
a natter, nibble, niggle 
evening on January 12 
in St Brides Major 
Church Hall at 7.15pm. 
BM 


HI 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. \ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.tinneforyou.co.uk 


the Thaw, to link into 
the Twt Park. 
Construction is to 
take place in January, 
with an anticipated 
mid-month comple¬ 
tion time. 

The cabinet mem¬ 
ber for visible and 
building services. 
Conn Geoff Cox, said: 
“It is pleasing that the 
replacement bridge 
will be installed early 
in the New Year, and 
this improvement, 
alongside other 
improvements 
planned to the foot¬ 
path network, will 
represent significant 
investment for the res¬ 
idents and visitors to 
the town.” 

The closure of a 
footpath which runs 
through the former 
Birds Garden Centre 
site, off High Street, is 
to be delayed until 
later in January. 

A spokeswoman 
said: “The council has 
persuaded developers 
of the new Waitrose 
store to allow the new 
bridge across the 
Thaw to be put in 
place first.” 


Customers toast late night 
Christmas shopping in town.. 


COWBRIDGE was full of festive cheer last 
Thursday evening, December 15 when a num¬ 
ber of traders took part in a Christmas late 
night shopping extravaganza. 

Shoppers were also able to pop in to the 
town hall and watch a panto performance! 



Choir to sing at 
Mayor’s concert 


THE new theatre at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School will be the 
venue for next 
month’s concert in 
aid of the mayor’s 
charities. 

During his year in 
ojfice, the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks, has chosen 
to fundraise for the 
Wales Air Ambulance 
and Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. 

Headlining the con¬ 


cert will be the 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir. They will be sup¬ 
ported by two of the 
winning young musi¬ 
cians in the recent 
‘Music in the Vale ’ com¬ 
petition. 

The concert is on 
January 28, starting at 
7.30pm, with doors 
opening at 7pm. 

Tickets (£10) are now 
available from Coun 
Andy Banks, at the town 
hall or from Arthur 
John’s. 


'Reindeer parade 
was just what 
the town needed’ 


I WRITE in 
response to your 
report featured in 
the GEM on Dec 8 
headed ^Town grid¬ 
lock on Reindeer 
Sunday a toxic mix 
for safety’. 

What a bah humbug 
attitude! In these hard 
economic times, the 
reindeer parade was just 
what Cowbridge and the 
Vale needed. 

It was the true essence 
of Christianity and 
humanity and if people 
didn't have 15 minutes to 
wait whilst the road was 
closed, I feel very sorry 


for them. 

I thought it was lovely 
to see Cowbridge full of 
happy people of all ages 
enjoying the atmosphere. 
I am sure the shops and 
restaurants that were 
open did a roaring trade 
and I for one thank the 
Cowbridge Chamber of 
Trade for their hard 
work. 

Unlike Scrooge, I 
have given my 
name...let’s hope he has 
a visit from the ghost of 
Christmas past! 

Claire Davies 
Ewenny 


..But no reprieve for shop sign 
that has a ^harmful impact^ 


THE Vale Council 
will not be changing 
its mind about 
demanding that a 
small illuminated 
sign in a shop in 
Eastgate should be 
removed. 

A total of 220 cus¬ 
tomers of Select 
Convenience, which re¬ 
opened three weeks ago, 
have signed a petition in 
protest, but the chief 
planning officer in the 
Vale confirmed that it 
must go - both on “safe¬ 
ty” grounds and because 
it is inappropriate in a 
conservation area 

The head of planning 
and transportation for the 
Vale Council, Rob 
Thomas, said: 

“The advertisement in 
question is an intermit¬ 
tent flashing light, adver¬ 
tising the property as 
being ‘open’. 

“The advertisement 
does not benefit from any 
deemed consent rights, 
granted under the rele¬ 
vant planning legisla¬ 
tion. 

“As the necessary 
consent from the council 
has not been obtained, 
the sign is considered to 
be illegally displayed 
and an offence is consid¬ 
ered to have been com¬ 
mitted in this respect. ” 

His statement indicat¬ 
ed the shop’s card is 
‘marked’ after the previ¬ 
ous owner incurred the 



“As such, the removal 
of the advertisement in 
question is in the interest 
of both public safety and 
the amenity of the area. ” 
However, the shop’s 
owners, Darran Gray and 
Paul James, say that the 
customers who signed 
the petition believe the 
council is being heavy 
handed. 

While The GEM was 
there, one customer said: 
“Oh, I lie awake at night 
about how 


Shop owner Paul James with the sign which the 
council says is “out of keeping with the town”. 

wrath of the council ularly garish form of sig- 
planners. Mr Thomas nage that is entirely out worrying 
said: “Theproprietors of of keeping with this unsafe the sign is! And 
these premises are well attractive area of what about all these 
aware of the need for Cowbridge, recognised Christmas lights in the 
consent to display adver- for its architectural and town?” 
tisements - as action has historic value. Darran Gray told The 

previously been pursued “As such, the sign has GEM: “We understand 
by the council in respect a harmful impact upon that this rule does not 
of other advertisements what is otherwise a val- 
at the site. ued area within the Vale. 

“This action resulted “In addition to this, 
in a conviction and sub- the intermittent nature of 
stantial fines being the sign could be a dis- 
administered.” traction to drivers using we would have to place it 

He continued: “The the heavily trafficked from the window to be 
council regularly grants adjoining highway, 
consent for illuminated m 
advertisements, provid¬ 
ing they do not have an 
impact upon public safe¬ 
ty and are in keeping 
with the general amenity 
of the surrounding area. 

“In this instance, the 
property is within a par¬ 
ticularly prominent street 
within the Cowbridge 
and Llanblethian 

Conservation Area, upon 
which there are signifi¬ 
cant traffic flows. 

“The advertisement is 
considered to be a partic- 


apply to flashing lights 
inside the shop - only to 
ones in the window. 

“Therefore, we are try¬ 
ing to find out how far 


exempt.” 


Your local quality care home 

Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

I www.milsomhouse.co.uk 
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Arrests 
after 
windows 
broken on 
the lower 
school site 


ARRESTS have been made 
after windows were smashed 
at buildings on the lower 
school site on Town Mill 
Road. 

A local resident told The GEM: 
“We were woken at 4.30ani last 
Friday morning by the sound of 
breaking glass. 

“It was really loud and went on 
for quite some time.” 


A police spokesman confirmed 
this week: “Police were called to 
the former Cowbridge lower 
school at 4.30am on Friday, 
December 16, following reports 
of damage being caused to the 
building.” 

Two males aged 16 and one 
aged 18 - were arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of burglary. The two 16- 
year-olds were currently on police 


One of the boarded-up 
school buildings. 
(See page 1 story) 


bail, while the 18-year-old was 
released without charge. 

The surviving school buildings 
are due to be demolished, but in 
the meantime, the windows have 
been boarded up. The cost fell on 
the Vale Council. 

In a coincidence, Taylor 
Wimpey, who now own the site, 
this week announced plans to 
build 21 new homes there. 


Pensioners welcome return 
of their village post office 


Vale Assembly member Jane Hutt, Mary 
Williams, post mistress and Paul Jones 
of the Post Office. 


MEMBERS of the 
community in Wick 
say they are 
delighted that the 
local post office 
and shop has 
resumed its activi¬ 
ties after shutting 
in March this year. 

For many years, the 
post office and shop was 
central to the life of the 
comm unity, but it 
looked as if it had fallen 
victim to the spate of 
closures that have hap¬ 
pened nationally in 
recent years. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(LLANBLETHIAN PUBLIC FOOTPATH 
Nos. 17B, 18,19A and 20) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2011 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all 
other enabling powers intends in not less than seven days from the date 
of this Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall proceed on foot in the locations specified in Schedule 
2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No 17b closed from its 

junction with Millfield Drive in a generally northeasterly 
direction to where it meets footpath Llanblethian No 25. 
Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 18 closed throughout its 
length, this footpath extends from the footpath known as 
Llanblethian No 17b in a generally northwesterly direction 
to where it to meet footpaths known as Llanblethian No’s 
19a&20. 

Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 19A closed from the rear 
of the Town Hall car park (to the rear of number 37 
Middlegate Court), in a generally northeasterly direction to 
its junction with footpaths Llanblethian No’s 18 & 20. 
Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 20 closed throughout its 
length 

Ait. Route Diversions for this closure will be in a generally 

southwesterly direction along the remaining open section 
of footpath Llanblethian No 19a adjacent to the town hall 
car park, then in a generally southerly direction along 
Town Hall Square, then in a generally southeasterly 
direction along High Street and Eastgate, then in a 
northeasterly direction along Aberthin Road to where the 
road meets footpath Llanblethian No 25, then along foot 
path Llanblethian No 25 to its junction with footpath 
Llanblethian No 17b, and visa-versa. 

Reason To allow improvement works to the footpaths 
Duration From 00.01 hrs on Sunday 8th January 2012, for a 

maximum period of six months or completion of works, 
whichever is sooner. 

Signing Appropriate temporary signing will indicate - 

the alternative route. 

Dated this 22nd day of December 2011 

M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services, Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


George Jeffery, of the 
Wick & District 
Pensioners Club, 
expressed the group’s 
pleasure as the shop 
began trading again. 

“We are delighted 
that Wick Shop and Post 
Office has opened again. 
It was at the centre of 
the village. 

“Since it closed, 
many club members 
have had great difficulty 
accessing shops and 
post offices in either St 
Brides Major or 
Flantwit Major, either 
because they do not 
have access to a car or 
because many of the vil¬ 
lage buses are not dis¬ 
ability friendly. 

“The club would like 
to thank Jane Hutt very 
sincerely for all her hard 
work in ensuring that a 
post office returned to 
Wick. 

“In the present cli¬ 
mate of '\et us close as 
many post offices as we 
can\ she worked very 
hard to ensure that this 
did not happen in 
Wick.” 

Mary Williams has 
taken responsibility for 
the new venture, and Mr 
Jeffery paid tribute to 
efforts too. 

“The club would also 
like to thank Mary, one 
of our members, who 
bought the shop and 
opened it. It is wonder¬ 
ful and everybody 
should come to see it. 

“As Christmas comes 
around once again, 

Wick has a lovely 
church and chapel - we 
had carols on the green 
- a lovely school, two 
lovely pubs and now a 
lovely shop and post 
office! 

“The village has a 
wonderful community 
spirit and even has an 
Olympic champion in 
Nicole Cooke. Who 
would want to live any¬ 
where else?” 

Jane Hutt visited 
Wick village shop to see 
the new facilities and 
congratulate Mary 
Williams on the re¬ 
opening of the post 
office, which provides 
services from 7am to 
7pm. 


SANTA SAYS ‘NO’ TO 
GOING ON STRIKE! 


YSGOL lOLO MORGANWG’S latest 
Christmas production was ‘Santa Ar 
Striec’. 

It was all tongue in cheek as it referred to recent 
‘strike action’ - and questioned what would happen 
if Santa went on strike! Thankfully, Santa declined 
to partake in industrial action. 

Children performed the production in Cowbridge 
Town Hall to a sell out audience. 

Everyone at Ysgol lolo Morganwg would like to 
wish those connected with the school a merry 
Christmas. DE 
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DRIVING TEST CENTRE 
IS BACK HOME IN BARRY 


A NEW driving test 
centre has opened 
in the Vale - and 
one of the first suc¬ 
cesses was a pupil 
at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Rhian Whittington 
(17) passed her test in 
one of the first sessions 
held in Barry and was 
congratulated by Vale 
MP, Alun Cairns and 
Road Safety Minister, 
Mike Penning. 

The trial in the town 
is part of a scheme 
which offers car tests in 
selected areas across 
Wales, England and 
Scotland that do not cur¬ 
rently have a local test 
centre, but have a signif¬ 
icant demand for tests. 

Hotels, leisure cen¬ 
tres, and local authority 
buildings - as in the case 
in Barry - will be used. 


The former test centre 
in the town, which was 
located on Dock View 
Road, closed in March 
2010 and there have 
been regular calls for 
driving tests to return to 
the town. 

Local driving instruc¬ 
tors complained there 
were higher costs for 
both them and their 
clients because they 
were having to make 
longer journeys into the 
test centre in Cardiff. 

Barry is the first of 
the new centres to be 
opened and it is located 
at the Business Support 
Centre in Hood Road. 

Local MP Alun 
Cairns said: “This is 
great news for local peo¬ 
ple and for learner driv¬ 
ers from across the Vale 
who have not been able 
to sit their driving test in 
their own community for 
many months. 



“The new test centre 
in Barry will provide 
significant savings for 
local people and a wel¬ 
come boost to local 
instructors.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said the arrival of the 
centre was an encour¬ 
agement for local people 


ABOVE, left to right: 

Alun Cairns MP, Coun Rhodri Traherne, Mike 
Penning MP, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Transport and Rhian Whittington. 


Memorial service raises £112 
for local church restoration 


A CHRISTMAS memorial 
carol service was held by WA 
Brown & Son Funeral 
Directors in Llantwit Major at 
St Illtud’s Church on Tuesday 
evening, December 13, when 
people braved the weather to 
light a candle in memory of a 
loved one. 

A spokesperson said: “We would 
like to thank Rev Huw Butler for his 
comforting service, and Coun John 


Clifford, the Vale Mayor, and Llantwit 
Mayor Coun Eddie Williams, for 
attending. 

“Thanks also go to Lyn Brown, Rev 
Daphne Townsend and Maria Cox for 
their continued support, with a special 
thanks to Barry Brass Band for their 
excellent musical input, as well as 
donating their fee to the Galilee 
Restoration Lund at the Church. 

“A total of £112 was raised on the 
evening.” 


learning to drive. 

“This is good news 
for Barry, providing 
driving test facilities 
once again in the heart 
of Barry and also bene- 
fitting surrounding areas 
in the Vale. 

“The closure of the 
former centre was a big 
blow for Barry causing 
great difficulties for 
instructors and learners 
in accessing the Cardiff 


centre in Lairwater, but 
the re-opening is a great 
boost to celebrate at the 
end of 2011!” 

Road Safety Minister 
Mike Penning said: “I 
am delighted that driving 
tests will be returning to 
Barry. 

“Our aim is to offer a 
local service that is con¬ 
venient for candidates as 
well as being cost effec¬ 
tive.” 


TAX ADVICE 

‘TAXHelp for Older People’ will hold an 
advice surgery at Cowbridge on Thursday, 
January 26. 

For further details, or to book an 
appointment, telephone 0845 6013321. 


Man jailed for burgling 
home of young family 


A VALE family suffered great 
distress after their home was 
burgled by a man living near- 

by. 

At Cardiff Crown Court, Keiron 
Davies (23) was jailed for two and a 
half years. 

Judge Philip Richards said Davies 
had caused immense upset to three 
vulnerable victims. 

Davies of Edwards Street, Barry, 
admitted a charge of burglary. 

Prosecutor Julian Greenwood said 
that soon after moving into his flat, 
Davies burgled the Barry home of a 
mother and her two children while 
they were asleep. 

He searched their home and took a 
laptop, a drill, a DVD player, and cash. 

The family, said Mr Greenwood, 
suffered great distress at what 
occurred and the children were espe¬ 
cially affected. 

A day later, the police searched 
Davies’s flat and found the majority of 
the property. 

He said he had intended to sell the 
items to obtain money to furnish his 
flat. 

Mr Greenwood said the family was 
settling down well until the burglary. 

The mother said items were stolen 
which were essential for her children’s 
leisure and education and would cost 
hundreds of pounds to replace. 

She said she was “indignant” that 
such a thing occurred. 

One child had lost confidence and 
did not like being alone and she didn’t 
know how long it would take them to 
recover. 

David Martin, for Davies, said that 
some years ago, he was sectioned and 
had been “a nightmare” for his mother 
and family. 

“His problem is that he won’t co¬ 
operate with the authorities and won’t 
allow a psychiatrist to examine him.” 

The judge said: “This was a very 
unpleasant dwelling house burglary 


I byAJSICLUNA | 

which caused a great deal of upset to 
the occupants, who were in their beds 
at the time. 

“That is a serious aggravating fea¬ 
ture. They were vulnerable victims. 
The choice of house seems to have 
been opportunistic and the occupants 
regarded what you stole as of great 
value. 

“I have no choice, but to impose a 
lengthy prison sentence. 

“It may be that you have your own 
problems, but until they are assessed 
by psychiatrists, the courts can do 
nothing but impose prison terms.” 

He said he regretted he could not 
make a compensation order in respect 
of the stolen property. 

He said that Davies was well on the 
way to receiving the minimum sen¬ 
tence of three years if he committed 
another burglary. 


‘CHRISTMAS 
THANK YOU 
TO RHODRI!’ 

A Llantwit Major town coun¬ 
cillor has praised a local 
farmer for his generosity in 
donating Christmas trees to 
brighten up the town hall. 

Coun Ralph Austin told The GEM: 
“I’d like to thank Rhodri Davies, of 
Rose Dew Larm, who has given us 
three Christmas trees now for two 
years in a row. 

“They are outside on the wall oppo¬ 
site The Swan and brighten up the old 
town at this time of the year. 

“It is good to know there are public 
spirited people around who want to do 
their best for the community.” 


Leekes I Winter Sale 2011 
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Season’s greetings for a peaceful 

Amid the gloom, hope and 


Christmas and New Year 

opportunity for Wales 


O VER the 
past year, 
there has 
been much cause 
for optimism - 
despite the 
uncertain and 
troubling times 
we live in. 

That is my experience 
as your Assembly 
Member and in my min¬ 
isterial role in the Welsh 
Government. 

The ending of the 
year provides an oppor¬ 
tunity to reflect on these 
times we live in and 
consider how we can 
respond most effective¬ 
ly as we face the chal¬ 
lenges of 2012. 

At a national level, 
we have seen the wors¬ 
ening economic situa¬ 
tion deepening over the 
past 10 months to the 
point where we have the 
highest unemployment 
figures for 17 years 
with youth unemploy¬ 
ment rising over one 
million. 

As a Welsh 
Government, we have 
sought to mitigate this 
with the launch of our 
Skills Growth Wales 
programme for 16 - 25 
year olds - providing 
employment, training 


and wages for 4,000 
young people each year 
over the next three 
years. We are also 
expanding our Young 
Recruits programme to 
increase apprenticeships 
for 1,800 more young 
people over the next 18 
months. 

Yes, we chose to 
spend money on our 
young people, as well 
as building more afford¬ 
able homes, putting 
money into mainte¬ 
nance of our schools 
and into Skills Growth 
Wales - which backs 
employers who take on 
redundant workers, 
rather than allocating 
that money for a council 
tax freeze. 

That was a decision 
backed by three politi¬ 
cal parties in the 
Assembly, who support¬ 
ed the Welsh 
Government’s view that 
we needed to do every¬ 
thing we could to boost 
the Welsh economy. 

Over the past month, 
we have allocated a fur¬ 
ther £170 million on 
capital and revenue 
projects in education, 
housing, health and 
energy efficiency. 

The Education 
Minister has announced 
a £1.4bn 21st Century 
schools building pro¬ 


gramme and a national 
transport plan includes 
funding decisions which 
will benefit the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

This is all good news 
for our businesses, our 
communities, our young 
people and families. 

The second phase of 
the Children's Hospital 
at UHW is being funded 
by the Welsh 
Government, as well as 
the new elderly mental¬ 
ly infirm unit at 
Llandough Hospital. 

All funding decisions 
we make are assessed 
for the impact they may 
have on the creation of 
jobs and the community 
benefits we can derive 
from contracts. 

Closer to home, funds 
have been raised by 
trustees of the inspiring 
new Ty Hapus Centre at 
the former Towers 
Surgery in Holton Road 
- to provide fantastic 
new facilities for people 
with onset dementia in 
Barry and the wide Vale 
community. 

These developments 
offer hope and opportu¬ 
nity for some of our 
most vulnerable family 
members. 

In December, our 
Welsh Government 
Budget was passed with 
a financial uplift for our 


schools who will benefit 
from additional funding, 
according to the number 
of pupils eligible for 
free school meals, to 
assist the investment in 
their educational attain¬ 
ment to help counteract 
deprivation. This fund¬ 
ing will come direct to 
schools. 

Eligibility for free 
school meals is increas¬ 
ing with the financial 
pressures families are 
facing. 

Backed by our free 
school breakfast 
scheme, which is pro¬ 
vided in many primary 
schools in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, these initia¬ 
tives funded by the 
Welsh Government are 
designed to give our 
children the best start in 
life, with targeted fund¬ 
ing for the most disad¬ 
vantaged. 

The expansion of 
Elying Start to double 
the provision of the past 
four years, will provide 
free childcare for two- 
year-olds and parenting 
support for the children 
and families who need 
that most. 

As your Assembly 
Member, there has been 
good news as well as 
disappointments in the 
past year. The new 
Driving Test Centre at 


/AssemblVn 

NOTES 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of 
the House) ^ 

the BSC in Barry is 
great news for learners 
and their instructors, but 
the closure of the Barry 
Magistrates Court is a 
senseless act of false 
economy by the UK 
Government depriving 
Bany of it's local seat 
of justice. 

The opposition to the 
closure was strongly 
fought bringing together 
your elected representa¬ 
tives and the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council in 
support of the local 
Bench of Magistrates 
and partners such as 
Atal y Ero supporting 
the Domestic Violence 
Court. 

The regeneration of 
Barry continues apace 
with an expanded 


Board, including pri¬ 
vate, voluntary and pub¬ 
lic sector partners with 
funding from the Welsh 
Government. 

The renewal of 
Castleland housing and 
the re-development of 
the Castleland 
Community Centre by 
the Drop-in Centre, pro¬ 
vide an uplift for the 
heart of Barry. 

The future prospects 
for the Pump House and 
Barry Island are now 
being considered; 
Thompson Street has 
been upgraded; the fea¬ 
sibility for re-develop- 
ing Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre is 
under way; new state- 
of-the-art playgrounds 
are being enjoyed by 
children across Barry. 

The Rural 

Development Plan will 
also bring investment to 
our rural villages and 
towns, benefiting the 
farming community, 
community food-grow¬ 
ing, tourism and local 
businesses, as well as 
opening up our county 
for further opportuni¬ 
ties, with walking and 
cycling linked to the 
rich heritage of the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

Partners must also 
come together to place 
Valeways on a firm and 


sustainable basis to sup¬ 
port the unique volun¬ 
tary organisation, which 
has opened up walking 
for the benefit of all in 
the Vale. 

That is a challenge for 
2012 which I will con¬ 
tinue to pursue. 

The re-opening of 
Wick Village Shop and 
Post Office is great 
news for the western 
Vale. Small and micro 
businesses continue to 
develop across the Vale. 

There are new oppor¬ 
tunities for the 
announcement by the 
Business Minister, 
Edwina Hart, that St 
Athan will be designat¬ 
ed an Enterprise Zone 
linked to Cardiff Airport 
for the aerospace indus¬ 
try. 

We must ensure that 
this leads to new jobs 
and prospects in 2012, 
after the disappoint¬ 
ments of the cancella¬ 
tion of the St Athan 
MoD project. 

I visited Scotland 
recently to meet with 
Ministers to discuss our 
plans and levers for 
making a difference for 
our economy and public 
services and learn from 
each other. 

I have launched a 
Wales infrastructure 
investment plan and we 


are negotiating a fairer 
funding deal with the 
UK Government, with 
meetings planned for 
early January. We are 
supporting local gov¬ 
ernment with a better 
financial settlement than 
any other Government 
in the UK and we will 
be helping local authori¬ 
ties finance their capital 
projects over the com¬ 
ing years, starting with 
highway improvements 
and moving on to the 
21st Century schools 
programme. 

So I leave you with a 
message of peace and 
hope for Christmas and 
the New Year, with 
many challenges for the 
way we can manage our 
economy and services 
in Wales. 

We will have to share 
what we have in our 
communities, to meet 
rising needs, to bring 
hope to young people 
and the vulnerable. 

When 1 see the deter¬ 
mination of people and 
businesses in all walks 
of life to face up to 
these challenges I feel 
even more determined 
to serve you in 2012 to 
the best of my ability, in 
my roles as your 
Assembly Member and 
Finance Minister for 
Wales. 


A WARM WELCOME FOR 
CONTINENTAL VISITORS 

LEFT: 

A group of teachers 
from Turkey, Sweden, 
Greece and Germany 
visited Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Curig, as part of 
the Comenius project. 

The visitors spent 
time with teachers and 
pupils at the school, 
and were also given a 
tour of Barry and the 
surrounding areas. 

They are pictured 
here along with the 
Deputy Mayor of the 
Vale, Coun Katherine 
Kemp, and Heledd 
Gruffudd of Sant 
Curig, on a tour of the 
yayoral parlour and 
town library. 


Church fayre hands 
proceeds to charity 


IT was all hands to the pumps, 
{or rather to the stalls) for the 
annual fayre organised by St 
Peter’s Church, Dinas Powys. 

All proceeds are presented to 
charity, a generous move in these 
difficult times. 

In addition to the expected stalls, 
there were a Fairtrade shop selling 
quality chocolate, biscuits and 
Christmas treats. Sue Hamer 
worked hard serving customers. 

Fairtrade is about creating 
opportunities for producers in the 
developing world to receive a fair 
price for their goods and to work 
their way out of poverty. It is an 
opportunity for them to improve 
their lives and the lives of their fam¬ 
ilies. 

The lucky dip organised by St 
Peter’s Craft Group was staffed by 


Michelle Richards. 

Coun Chris Williams toured the 
fayre and expressed his appreciation 
for the voluntary work of the church 
members. He said: “As chairman of 
the Dinas Powys Community 
Council, I congratulate the dedica¬ 
tion of the helpers. Many people 
have given up a busy Saturday to 
lend a hand here today.” 

Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern 
was also present, explaining to busy 
shoppers the services available from 
the charity. Mrs. Barbara Daniels 
staffed the information stand. The 
elderly and vulnerable are key con¬ 
cerns of the charity. 

A name the cockerel competition 
was organised by Judy Watts and 
Lauren Burns. The cockerel was, of 
course, Angus - well known in the 
community! CF 



Coun Chris Williams meets 
volunteers at the annual fayre in St Peter’s 
Church, Dinas Powys. 


Follow us on Twitter: 

@gem_news 



Employees given 
‘Smart’ reward 
for safety record 



ABOVE: Trying out the SmartWater kit - members of the Lafarge 
Cement UK Aberthaw Works team, from left to right: Isaac Njoroge 
(manufacturing manager); Andy Harding (production operations 
coach); and David Morrison (laboratory supervisor). 


LAFARGE Cement 
UK’s Aberthaw 
Works is rounding 
off the end of 2011 
by celebrating a 
major safety mile¬ 
stone - the team 
has achieved three 
years without a ‘lost 
time injury’. 

A lost time injury is 
an incident which 
entails an employee or 
contractor taking time 
off work. 

Aberthaw Works 
manager, James 
Kirkpatrick says: 

“In a heavy industry 
like cement manufac¬ 
ture it is exceptional to 
go for such a long peri¬ 
od without a significant 
injury and this success 


is entirely down to the 
commitment of the 
whole team at 
Aberthaw. 

“No matter what role 
they play in the opera¬ 
tion, everyone in their 
own way has con¬ 
tributed to making the 
plant one of the safest 
cement works in the 
country.” 

For achieving the 
milestone, the company 
gave every member of 
staff a ‘SmartWater’ 
home security kit which 
enables employees to 
mark up valuables and 
prove ownership if they 
are stolen. 


Lucy hits 
top note 

LUCY KELLER, 
from Archbishop 
McGrath Catholic 
High School, gained 
the highest marks out 
of all candidates in 
who sat the WJEC 
A-Level in music in 
Wales and England. 

She is to receive a 
certificate and a cash 
prize of £50 to mark 
the occasion, together 
with a personal letter 
from Gareth Pierce, 
WJEC’s chief execu¬ 
tive, congratulating 
her on her achieve¬ 
ment. 
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Derek proves a popular guest as Peterston 
village switches on the Christmas lights! 



THE people of Peterston-super-Ely remained undaunted by the wind and 
the rain on the day of the Christmas light switch-on which was conducted 
by BBC weather man Derek Brockway. 

As can be seen from IAN DlXON’s photographs of the day, there were 
lots of smiles and excited children. 

British people have a strange habit of holding weather men and women 
responsible for bad weather conditions - however, the people of Peterston 
are far too sensible for that and gave Derek a rousing welcome! 


FAR LEFT: At least 
Derek knew to come 
well prepared! 


^ ■ {1 ^ ii'. j« 


New Year's 
Day Carvery 

Single Course £7 
2 Courses £10.00 

Booking 

advisable 


k i 








~ Traditional dining ~ 
with a contemporary twist 

The Dining Room Barry Island has recruited two 
new chefs to re-establish the menu. 

Our head chef has a London restaurant 
background, working in both Michelin and Rosette 
standard establishments. He along with his second 
chef have devised a menu integrating modern 
British cuisine with innovative twists on popular 
British classics, at a very affordable price. 

Including our unbeatable Sunday carvery service, 
with choice of meats and fresh seasonal vegetables 
to help yourself to. 

We at the Dining Room want to create an 
affordable dining experience, offering the best 
service and the highest standards of food possible. 

We now pride ourselves on making everything 
in-house including our ice creams and breads. 

2 Course Lunchtime Dining £10.00 
2 Course Evening Dining £14.00 

New A la Carte Menu available 

Visit the Website for our new menus and latest updates: 
www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 


I -8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel. 01446 749355 




Dementia support 
service aims to serve 


the whole Vale 

- points out councillor 

REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


A new meeting 
place in Barry 
which helps people 
under the age of 65 
who are struggling 
to cope with 
dementia is avail¬ 
able to people in 
the western Vale. 

The charity Ty Hapus 
has teamed up with the 
Alzheimer’s Society to 
provide the facility at 
Holton Road.. 

Although, people 
tend to associate 
dementia with the elder¬ 
ly, it can also strike at 
an early age - some¬ 
times, in rare cases, in 
someone as young as in 
their twenties. 

The Ty Hapus initia¬ 
tive was inspired by 
Justine Pickering, after 
she became aware of 
the difficulties faced by 


people with dementia 
following her mother’s 
diagnosis. 

The manager of the 
Holton Road facility is 
Ellin Jones, who is anx¬ 
ious that people who 
need help are aware of 
the support it offers. 

Llantwit Major coun¬ 
cillor Gwyn .John visit¬ 
ed the newly-renovated 
centre last week and 
was enthused by what 
he saw and what it 
offers. 

He told The GEM: 

“It is a marvellous facil¬ 
ity and not just for peo¬ 
ple in Barry, but for 
people across the Vale. 

“It is a place where 
people can go in and 
relax. The lounge area 
is lovely. 


“This initiative is not 
subject to statutory 
funding and I hope peo¬ 
ple in the Vale will 
embrace it. A lot of hard 
work will go into keep¬ 
ing it going.” 

Coun John, who 
recently took part in the 
Memory Walk in 
Cardiff which raised 
funds for the 
Alzheimer’s Society, 
explained that it was 
shocking for families 
when someone in mid¬ 
dle age starts to exhibit 
symptoms of dementia. 

“I knew someone 
who died in their early 
50s - it was terrible for 
his wife.” 

Coun John explained 
that his grandmother 
had suffered from 


dementia, but in those 
days there was no exter¬ 
nal help and families 
just had to cope. 

“People called it 
‘senile decay’ in the 
60s. My mother had to 
nurse my grandmother. 

“You had to do the 
caring on your own in 
those days. Carers often 
suffer in these circum¬ 
stances, too.” 

Carers are also wel¬ 
comed at Ty Hapus. 

Coun John added: “I 
think it is fantastic that 
Justine had the idea and 
took the initiative for¬ 
ward. The team have 
got a real enthusiasm to 
help people.” 

If anyone would like 
information on the ini¬ 
tiative, they can call the 
Alzheimer’s Society 
helpline on 02920 434 
960. 
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Rotarians 
and the 
Inner 
Wheel 
join carol 
service 


RIGHT: Oh come all ye faithful! 



MEMBERS of the 
Rotary Club of Barry 
and Inner Wheel 
came together on the 
evening of December 
14 for a carol service 
with the residents of 
Orchard House, off 
Colcot Road, Barry. 

Rotary Club president 
Mr Dave Ball welcomed 
everyone on such a cold, 
wet and windy evening! 

Spirits were soon lift¬ 
ed after the opening 
carol, ‘O Come All Ye 
Faithful,’ which was fol¬ 
lowed with a humorous 
reading by Inner Wheel 
Secretary Margaret 
Eskins of ‘The Twelve 
Days of Christmas.’ 

Pianist for the evening 
was Rotarian Meirion 
Evans. Other carols 
included ‘Once in Royal 
David’s City’, ‘It came 
Upon the Midnight 
Clear’ and ‘O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.’ 

These were inter¬ 
spersed by Rotary presi¬ 
dent nominee Derek 
Wolfe reading, ‘This is 


God’s Christmas 
Greeting’; Inner Wheel 
president Eryl Evans 
reading ‘Christmas’ by 
former Poet Laureate Sir 
John Betjeman; and 
Rotary president Dave 


Ball reading from the 
New Testament. 

After the final carol, 
‘Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,’ president Dave 
Ball wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 


Happy New Year. 
Sherry, mince pies and 
home made cakes were 
then enjoyed by resi¬ 
dents and guests alike. 
J.O. 


Vale to the fore at the 
Fecamp Christmas fayre! 


THE Vale was represented at 
the ‘Fete de NoeV in Fecamp, 
Normandy earlier this month by 
members of the Twinning 
Association. 

The Christmas market has stalls for 
all towns twinned with the Vale, with 
their friendship associations offering 
typical local products. 

The Rheinfelden Freundenkreis stall 
was loaded with Black Forest hams 
and sausage, stollen cakes and bottles 
of schnapps. 

The Belgians from Mouscron did a 
brisk trade in chocolates and the 
famous Belgian beers. Our Fecamp 
friends were selling sweets, toys and 
jams. 

They also sold specially imported 
Christmas crackers; apparently crack¬ 
ers are not usually available in 


France. 

The Vale stall displayed a wide 
selection of Welsh beers from Brains, 
Felinfoel, Otleys of Pontypridd, and 
ciders from Gwyny-y-ddraig. Freshly- 
made Welsh cakes from the hands of 
vice-chairman were particularly popu¬ 
lar. 

We also sold Welsh cheeses. The 
specialist Fromagerie in Fecamp pur¬ 
chased four whole “wheels” of Perl 
Las from Cenarth. 

The fair ended with all associations 
sitting down together to enjoy a friend¬ 
ship dinner. 

Anyone who would like to join the 
association is welcome to contact 
Mark Petherick, Town-twinning officer 
in the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
offices. 

RODNEY INGRAM 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 






PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


CHRISTMAS 1 
& NEW YEAR* 
OPENING!^ 
HOURS f J 

Saturday 24 December 2011 9.00am - 4.00pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY & BOXING DAY CLOSED 

Tuesday 27th December 2011 11.00am - 4.00pm 

Wednesday 28th December 

until Friday 30th December 2011 9.00am - 5.30pm 

Saturday 31 st December 2011 9.00am - 4.00pm 

Sunday 1st & Monday 2nd January 2012 CLOSED 
Tuesday 3rd January 2012 11.00am - 4.00pm 

Wednesday 4th January untii 

Saturday 7th January 2012 9.00am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 8th January 2012 CLOSED 

Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays & Thursdays (please ask in-store) 


lien D 


3a tynewydd road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

' (Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


I W 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Council 

catering 

staff 

celebrate! 


CATERING staff 
from the Vale 
Council came 
together to cele¬ 
brate gaming quali¬ 
fications in hospi¬ 
tality and catering. 

The workers assem¬ 
bled at Barry’s Civic 
Centre to receive their 
NVQ certificates, in 
recognition of their hard 
work. 

Council leader. Conn 
Gordon Kemp and cabi¬ 
net member for educa¬ 
tion and lifelong learn¬ 
ing, Conn Anthony 
Hampton presented the 
certificates. 

Conn Kemp told the 
staff: “You’ve all 
worked very hard for 
this and while doing 
your day job. It’s always 
more difficult than 
being a full time stu¬ 
dent.” 

Erom Peterston- 
Super-Ely to Sully, 
cooks and kitchen assis¬ 
tants took part in a 
seven-month, work- 
based programme to 
gain their qualifications, 
co-ordinated by Cardiff 
and the Vale College. 

Joanne Hobbs, 46, a 
cook for 30 years at 
Ysgol Erw’r Delyn, 
Penarth, walked away 
with an NVQ level 2; 
the first qualification 
she has ever achieved. 

The mum-of-two, 
from Penarth, said: 


“When I found out I’d 
achieved it, I hugged 
my assessor. I’m so 
excited. I’ve never done 
anything like this 
before.” 

Samantha Mathews, 
41, from Penarth, has 
worked as a cook at 
Ysgol Pen Y Garth, 
Penarth for the past 13 
years. 

The married mother 
of three, who was also 
collecting her NVQ 
level 2, has found the 
training course has 
helped her realise what 
she’s capable of and 
renewed her enthusiasm 
for her job. 

Sam recently organ¬ 
ised a competition to 
encourage children to 
design a healthy eating 
menu and arranged for 
the Vale’s healthy eating 
mascot. Healthy Harry, 
to visit the school, as a 
way of reinforcing posi¬ 
tive messages about 
food. 

She said: “Eor me, 
it’s all about the chil¬ 
dren. If they’re happy, 
then so am I. Getting 
this qualification has 
made me want to do 
more training. 

“Everybody thinks 
they know their job 
inside out if they’ve 
been doing it for years, 
but the trainers helped 
us realise just how much 
we do every day.” 


Family trio catch 
the festive mood! 


DINAS POWYS WI NEWS 


SEVENTY members and WI advisors 
from Glamorgan Federation, including 
Culverhouse Cross, Wenvoe, Penarth and 
Penarth Light, arrived to a warm welcome 
in the Lee Hall. 

The hall was arranged with small tables, each 
with a sparkling light and festive decorations and a 
Christmas tree surrounded with raffle prizes. 

Guests and members were welcomed by the presi¬ 
dent, Diana Hodgson, and were offered a warming 
glass of mulled wine with nibbles. Business was 
brief, and the evening got off to an excellent start 
with entertainment by a family group of three: Mary, 
her son Luke and daughter Maria. We were 
enthralled, listening to a selection of popular songs 
and Christmas music. This set the tone for the rest of 
the evening. 

An interval followed, during which the guests 
enjoyed a buffet with the usual festive fare, including 
mince pies and a Christmas cake baked by Susan 
Neale, which had been prepared by the committee. 

On each table there was a picture quiz, with photo¬ 
graphs of the committee at the ages of three to four 
years old. Only one table managed to recognise 
seven members - how we have changed! 

The overall winner of the monthly competition, 
Anne Eowler, was presented with a silver spoon, and 
a bottle of wine given to the mini bus driver. The 
evening ended with a selection of carols. 

A number of our members went to Brangwyn Hall 
to The Eederation carol concert on December 5 and 
we are joining with our Link group on December 12 
for our local celebration. 

Our January meeting takes place on Tuesday, 
January 3, when we will be entertained and ques¬ 
tioned on ‘Who killed Dixon of Dock Green’, by an 
ex-member of the police. 

You are welcome to come and join us at 7 30 pm 
in the Lee Hall, and the competition will be a piece of 
police memorabilia. BD 



‘Don^t drink 

and drive!^ 

take a taxi instead 

WITH the Christmas party season now 
under way, a Vale counciUor has urged peo¬ 
ple in the area not to drink and drive. 

Conn Gwyn John said that although there was a 
legal limit, he believed that people should not have an 
alcoholic drink and get behind the wheel. 

He explained: “It is cheaper to hire a taxi than pay a 
fine and have a ban. If you had a serious accident you 
could go to jail for years.” 

The legal alcohol limit for drivers in Britain is 35 
microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of breath, 
80 milligrammes of alcohol in 100 miiliiitres of blood, 
or 107 microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of 
urine. 

However, tolerance to alcohol depends on a number 
of factors such as weight, age, gender and recent food 
consumption, and research shows that any alcohol can 
have some effect on driving judgement. 

Last year, 14 per cent of road fatalities were caused 
by drink driving. 

Conn John said: “Sometimes people are tempted to 
have a pint on the way home. They may have had a 
long day, be tired and have not eaten much. 

“If they have an accident afterwards - even if it 
wasn’t their fault - the consequences because they 
were drinking can be very serious.” 

He said that a few years ago a local pedestrian lost 
his Ufe on Boxing Day due to the actions of a drink 
driver. 

Conn John said he was organising a social occasion 
in the village of Sigingstone, but people would not be 
driving there. 

“We have arranged for two minibuses, and will 
order taxis if necessary. 

“If people are going out for the evening and they go 
in a taxi together, it can be as little as £5 each.” 


A ndy kirk, proprietor of CCMS Ltd, 
has over 25 years’ experience in 
making sure rainwater systems 
do the job that they should. 

CCMS presently provides a reliable service to a 
variety of customers - local schools, estate agents, 
landlords, hotels, pubs, clubs residential homes and 
private homes. 

Gutter cleaning is essential maintenance as, if 
unattended to, it can cause rotting fascias and lead to 
damp problems bringing mould into your home. 

Gutters and downpipes are cleared by our reliable 
staff who can give an examination and report on the 
condition of the roofline. 

Our prices will surprise you, as we are very 
reasonable. Example: For a 2-3 bedroomed semi¬ 
detached, it’s between £30 - £40. 

We also clean UPVC fascias, conservatory roofs 
and pressure wash. Why not give us a call on 
07830 480569 or 01446 741460? 

eemavmjiw 

07830 480569 • 01446 741460 
www.ccmswales.co.uk 

GUTTER AND 
RAINWATER 
SYSTEMS 
CLEARED 



High access, safety conscious 
water-fed pole system 


PRESSURE JET WASHING:! 


Paths, Patios, Moss Covered Wall 


meek your gutters, after Ufe 
bmrt leaf they are ^ 
full of laaMBS and mos^^ 































































Thursday, December 22nd, 2011 


www.facebookxom/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 9 


Difficult decisions 
will be worth it 
in the long run’ 


A s I wish 
everyone a 
Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy and 
Successful New 
Year, I want to use 
this opportunity to 
look back at the 
year that has 
passed and for¬ 
ward to the year 
ahead. 

The economy has 
dominated the news 
headlines and I have no 
doubt will continue to 
do so over the coming 
12 months. 

Growth slowed at the 
outset, but I was 
pleased to see that the 
last quarter picked up 
strongly. 

It is unfortunate that 
our economic develop¬ 
ment over the short 
term will depend on the 
success of the Eurozone 
area in resolving its 
debt and economic dif¬ 
ficulties. It accounts for 
60 per cent of our 
exports. 

Whilst other EU 
nations are facing a 
review of their credit 
ratings, the UK had its 
AAA rating confirmed. 
Our debt levels mean 
that we are still paying 
£120m a day in interest, 
but at least international 
authorities accept that 
we are on the right 
track. 

Locally, St Athan was 
again a major part of 
our interest. It started 
with a cancellation of 
the PEI Metrix defence 
academy. 

This was initially dis¬ 
appointing news, until 
the MoD confirmed its 
plans to expand the 
Special Eorces on site. 

This would mean that 
all activities would 
remain within the wire, 
but there would also be 
a significant number of 
military personnel again 
on the former RAE 
' j3ase. 


Vale MP 

Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 

I am optimistic that 
the new year will bring 
confirmation of further 
activities on site. 

The UK government 
also promoted 
Enterprise Zones to help 
boost economic growth 
and I was pleased that 
St Athan has been nom¬ 
inated to be a centre of 
aerospace excellence. 

I am hoping that we 
can press the Welsh 
Government in the new 
year to extend the area 
to include Barry. 

The summer brought 
riots and looting to 
many English cities. 

This was disgraceful 
behaviour, which led to 
the courts responding 
with many of the stiffest 
sentences for such 
offences. 

Although the troubles 
didn’t affect us here in 
the Vale, some of our 
local police officers 
went to support their 
colleagues in south 
London. 

I was particularly 
proud to see them in 
action when I was able 
to visit and thank them 
in Peckham. 

‘Shale gas’ was also a 
new concept to us local¬ 
ly and, to the credit of 
Vale Says No and the 
support of the planning 
committee, the risks 
were rejected. 

We need to be geared 
up for further risks from 
the Welsh Government 
on this in the new year. 

In terms of legisla¬ 
tion, we witnessed the 


new Armed Eorces Act, 
introducing the Military 
Covenant into law for 
the first time; the 
Localism Act, which 
extends significant pow-1 
ers to communities, 
over the heads of local 
authorities; the Health 
and Social Care Bill, 
which will enable us to 
draw better value out of 
health investment; the 
Education Act, which 
established hundreds of 
Eree Schools; a Public 
Bodies Act that paves 
the way to wind up 
many quangos and 
allowed us to protect 
S4C’s budget - to name 
but a few. 

Eor the new year, we 
have already started the 
Youth Employment Bill, 
enhancing opportunities 
for the young unem¬ 
ployed and the Metal 
Theft (Prevention) Bill 
regulating the dealing in 
scrap metal. 

The year ended with 
Europe playing centre 
stage. It was a historic 
moment. Not even 
Margaret Thatcher used 
the EU veto in such a 
way. 

The Prime Minister 
did exactly what he said 
and without the guaran¬ 
tees he was looking for, 
he vetoed EU Treaty 
changes to safeguard 
Britain’s interest. 

The future holds 
banking reforms, eco¬ 
nomic stimulus and a 
new Queen’s Speech. 
Much remains to do. 

I am optimistic about 
the legislative changes, 
the economic stimulus 
and our prospects 
ahead. 

The dijficult decisions 
will be worth it over the 
long run. 

I hope you are able to 
enjoy the festive season 
and wish you a happy 
and successful new 
year. 


THE LAUGHING COW 

‘glee’fully presents 

COMEDY @ 
THE DUKE 

Thursday 29th December 


MIKE BUBBINS 

“Hilariously funny” - Rhod Gilbert 


ROBIN MORGAN 

“Had us in stitches” - Best Medicine 
“Great manner on stage” - Julia Chamberlain 


MATT REES 

Unsigned Comedy Award Winner 2011 
Rising Star of Comedy - Lee Giee Ciub 


CHRIS CHOPPING 

“erudite intelligent comedy” Giggle Magazine 


Doors 7pm - Show 8.30pm -11.30 Curfew 
Tickets advance £15/£18 on door 
Tickets on sale from 
The Duke of Wellington, 
_ Cowbridge.Tel: 773592 _ 


Marie Curie coffee morning 
provides a home for Henry! 


EARLY in December, ‘Joanne’s Coffee 
Morning’ was held in Illtyds 216 and as in 
previous years, it was in aid of the Marie 
I Curie charity. 

It was a great success - again - and more than 
I £300 was raised. I would like to thank all who 
kindly came at such a busy time of year and gave 
I so generously. 

We were entertained by Brian Gunton, a won- 
I derful magician, who gave us his precious time. 
I He, too, is a big Marie Curie supporter. 

Thanks also to George and his staff, who kept 
I our coffee cups topped up all morning. 

Heather Parsons donated a lonely, homeless 
I and nameless Teddy Bear. We raffled him. 

I'm pleased to tell you his name is now Henry 
I and his new cosy home is with the raffle winner, 
I Trish Bennett. 

Roz Couzens 



LEFT: 
Trisha 
Bennett 
(left) with 
Roz Couzens 
holding the 
raffle prize 
Henry. 


Photo by 

EILEEN 

BENNETT 


Tactics are 
paying off 

CRIME committed by I 
young people in the 
Vale is bucking the 
national trend, accord- \ 
ing to a recent report. 

The Youth Offending I 
Service has reported to 
its management board 
that 75 per cent fewer \ 
young people are enter¬ 
ing the criminal justice 
system for the first time. 

Bev Noon, manager of\ 
the Vale’s Youth 
Offending Service, said: 
“Not only is crime signif -1 
icantly lower than it was, 
but fewer young people I 
are having their lives and 
future careers ruined 
because of a criminal 
record. 

“The report also I 
shows that reoffending by 
young people already 
caught up in the youth 
justice system is down. ” 
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‘THIS IS YOUR LIFE’ as teacher Liz 
says au revoir to school after 21 years 



THE last week of 
term at All Saints 
Primary School 
was a week of cele¬ 
bration tinged with 
sadness as teacher, 
Mrs Elizabeth 
Martin (Liz) 

retired from teach¬ 
ing after 21 years at 
All Saints Church 
in Wales Primary 
School and a teach¬ 
ing career which 
spanned four 
decades in Barry 
schools. 

Liz has taught two 
generations of pupils 
and is much loved by 
children, parents, staff 
and governors alike. On 
the Tuesday, she ful¬ 
filled her popular role as 
Santa’s Little Helper and 
on Wednesday, she 
enjoyed the Christmas 
parties at the school. 

On Thursday, after a 
wonderful Christingle 
Eucharist performed by 
Miss McIntosh’s Year-1 
pupils, there was a pres¬ 
entation ceremony, 
where she was com¬ 
pletely surprised and 
delighted when family 
members and past col¬ 
leagues from her previ¬ 
ous schools attended. 

Chairman of the gov¬ 
ernors, Father Adrian 
Berry, presented Liz 


with a beautiful bouquet 
on behalf of governors 
past and present and 
Headteacher Richard 
Ware presented her with 
a lovely gold and pearl 
pendant from the pupils 
and a beautiful gold 
bracelet from her col¬ 
leagues. 

Liz gave an emotional 
speech of thanks and 
promised to maintain 
close links with the 
school. 

On Friday, when the 
pupils had left after 
showering her with indi¬ 
vidual gifts, cards and 


good wishes, Liz attend¬ 
ed an end of term party 
at school where another 
surprise awaited. 

Past pupil and now a 
teacher at the school, 
James Ball, gave a hilar¬ 
ious 'This is Your Life at 
SchooT PowerPoint 
presentation from her 
early school days to the 
present day. 

Headteacher Richard 
Ware said: “Mrs Martin 
has taught all age groups 
during her 21 years at 
All Saints. She has been 
a wonderful teacher and 
an invaluable member of 


staff. She will be greatly 
missed by governors, 
staff and pupils alike. 
She deserves a long and 
happy retirement and we 
thank her for all her hard 
work over the years.” 

Liz commented: “I 
have been overwhelmed 
by the fantastic send off 
I have received and the 
warm wishes of every¬ 
one. All Saints will 
always be a special 
place for me. 

“I will miss it greatly, 
but I look forward to 
spending more time 
with my family.” 




Pupils join Mrs Martin for a school party to mark her retirement after 21 years of service. 


CHARITY EVENING FOR TY 
HAFAN AT DINAS POWYS 



The organising committee 
Elinor Elias Jones, 
TY HAFAN hospice was 
the chosen charity for the 
Dinas Powys Welsh 
Society oncert this year. 

The Parish Hall was filled 
with supporters, who enjoyed a 
first class night of entertainment. 
The Plough Singers from 
Whitchurch provided a varied 
range of songs which included 
‘You’ve got a friend in me, 
‘California Dreaming’ and 


including Ceri Jones Iris Cobb, Jane Lewis, Rhys Davies, 
Gethin Lewis, Mags Marries and Haydn Morgan. 


‘Something in the way she 
moves’. 

A hilarious rendition of a 
Gilbert and Sullivan item, ‘We 
run them in’, complete with 
comic police helmets and trun¬ 
cheons, was much appreciated by 
the audience. 

Not content with great enter¬ 
tainment, the guests were provid¬ 
ed with a delicious meal. Ceri 
Jones was the master of cere¬ 


monies, fully backed up by a 
team of helpers, including Iris 
Cobb, Jane Lewis, Rhys Davies, 
Elinor Elias Jones, Gethin Lewis, 
Mags Harries and Haydn 
Morgan. 

The bar was ably staffed by 
John Lewis and Gerald Cobb. 

The Noson Elusennol, or char¬ 
ity evening, is a regular feature 
in the life of the Dinas Powys 
Welsh Society. CF 


Toddle Waddle youngsters 
raised £300 for Barnardo’s 

MARY Bird of 
Barnado’s Cymru 
was presented with 
a cheque for £300 
by staff and chil¬ 
dren of St Aubin 
Nursery, 

Cowbridge, follow¬ 
ing their recent 
Toddle Waddle. 

Children from six 
weeks to five years took 
part in the event when 
they donned animal- 
themed costumes and 
toddled their way around 
Cowbridge. 

Lucy Brazier-Evans, 

Welsh manager of the 
nursery, said: “It was a 
fabulous event, which we 
hope to continue support¬ 
ing in the future and a 
great time was had by all! 

“We are thrilled and 
delighted to have raised 
such a large amount for 
such a good cause. 

“I would like to thank 
staff, parents, children 
and the people of 
Cowbridge for their con¬ 
tinued support.” 
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peso Surinder Singh Tank and staff of building firm 
NG Reynolds Ltd get to work on the garden. 


POLICE AND LOCAL 
TRADERS CLEAR 
GARDEN TO HELP 
PENARTH WOMAN 


A MEMBER of the Penarth 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team donned his gardening 
gloves to help an elderly vic¬ 
tim of crime. 

peso Surinder Singh Tank and 
local building firm NG Reynolds 
Ltd recently volunteered their time 
to clear the gardens of an elderly, 
vulnerable person who has been a 
repeat victim of rogue traders and 
distraction burglaries. 

Local Neighbourhood Sergeant 
Paul Francis said: “This act of 
kindness now means that this per¬ 
son’s garden is no longer overgrown 
and the property can be clearly seen 
from the street, allowing a clear 
view for the neighbours and my 
officers while they are patrolling.” 

He added: “It is important that 
we all take responsibility for our 
elderly and vulnerable family. 


neighbours and friends, because 
victims of this type of crime are 
often too scared or embarrassed to 
ask for help and the criminals who 
target them would ‘think twice’ if 
they felt that the person had a good 
support network.” 

Sector Inspector Mark Taylor 
added: “If you live alone, please 
don’t be afraid to ask your neigh¬ 
bours, friends or family for help 
and remember, when considering 
whether or not to allow someone 
into your property, if there is any 
doubt in your mind, keep them 
out!” 

For crime prevention advice, log 
onto www.doorstepcallers.co.uk or 
contact the local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team on 02920 527360. 

To report this type of crime, call 
101 but in an emergency, always dial 
999. 


Ancient and modern, 

an ideal Christmas mix! 


ST DAVID’S C/W 
Primary School, 
Colwinston, had a 
busy and festive 
couple of weeks 
before the end of 
term. 

The Christmas fayre 
was held at the begin¬ 


ning of December with 
stalls selling books, cos¬ 
metics, trinkets, plants, 
crafts - many of which 
were produced by the 
local community. 

The Friends of St 
David’s provided 
refreshments, as well as 
selling school calendars 


Appeal is a 
great success 


MORE than 3,600 
gift-filled shoeboxes 
from across 

Cardiff, south 
Glamorgan and the 
Vale are heading 
for vulnerable chil¬ 
dren in Belarus, 
Kosovo, Romania 
and Serbia as part 
of Operation 
Christmas Child, 
one of the UK’s 
largest annual chil¬ 
dren’s charity proj¬ 
ects. 

The shoeboxes have 
been donated by indi¬ 
viduals, schools, busi¬ 
nesses, churches and 
organisations in com¬ 
munities including 
Barry, Cardiff, 

Cowbridge, Dinas 
Powys, Llantwit Major, 
Penarth, Radyr, Rhoose 
and Taff’s Well. 

Cardiff, south 


Glamorgan and the Vale 
area coordinator for 
Operation Christmas 
Child, Ted Bird, said: 
“It’s tremendous to see 
such kindness, particu¬ 
larly at a time when the 
economic downturn is 
hitting so many people. 

“Everyone who has 
donated a shoebox can 
be absolutely certain 
that it will have a very 
positive impact on the 
child who receives it. 

“On behalf of 
Operation Christmas 
Child, I would like to 
say ‘thank you’ to 
everyone in Cardiff, 
south Glamorgan and 
Vale who took part. 

“It’s our 21st year and 
we are so grateful for 
every shoebox that has 
ever been donated - we 
know each one brings 
happiness to the child 
who receives it.” 


and eco-friendly jute and 
cotton bags with the 
school logo. 

Colwinston pre¬ 
school were busy offer¬ 
ing biscuit decorating 
and Kids Club were 
offering face painting 
and a tombola. 

The school choir 
entertained the crowds 
by singing carols. 

The following week, 
the children were enter¬ 
taining again during the 
Christmas concert - ‘A 
Slice of Christmas Mix’ 
- a fusion of traditional 
and contemporary songs 
and the audience clearly 
loved the show, which 
got everyone in the 
Christmas spirit! 

The Friends of St 
David’s finished off the 
evening by offering 
mulled wine and mince 
pies. Once again a big 
thanks to all the teach¬ 
ers, parents, friends, 
local community and 
(most of all) the chil¬ 
dren. CH 


Llancarfan 
’whist drive 

THE Llancarfan 
Society holds a whist 
drive on December 
27, at 7.30pm. 
Admission is £1; 
prizes, raffle and 
refreshments. 

For tickets, 
01446 781337. 


call 


Basic essentials for 
all elderly patients 

A St Nicholas company has trator Rhiannon Lydon. 

again delivered a donation to Sister Jacqui Warrington, from 

Llandough Hospital’s East ' Seven waM, said: 

Cl j r A 1 AVe would like to say a big thank you 

Seven ward for the elderly, so For thete peopk at 

that patients rushed in over this time of year, who don’t have any 
Christmas will have some basic family to call on, this donation is a 
essentials. huge help.” 

Angel’s Care Services clients and Mr Wilson said: “Hospital is not 
staff collected toothbrushes and the best place to be at Christmas and 
toothpaste, sponges, flannels, shower we just like to try and give a little bit 
gel and combs for the Christmas ham- back to patients and to Llandough. 
pers. “We care for the elderly day in and 

Doctors and nurses received the day out in their own homes, so we 
donation from managing director understand how often they can run 
Norrie Wilson and accounts adminis- out of essentials.” 



ABOVE: 

Angel’s Care Services staff with some 
of the gifts donated to Llandough 
Hospital’s East Severn ward. 


F 


John Lewis Cardiff 


Clearance 

Our biggest ever Clearance with 
up to 50% off 1,000s of products 

Starts online at johnlewis.com on Saturday 
24 December from 5pm and in our shops 
on Tuesday 27 December. 

John Lewis Cardiff opening hours: 


Tje^iday 27 Dece'^ibe'" 
V7cdnc5iday 28 Dccc-nbc 
Tnuiiday 29 DccciTibcr 
f • iday 30 December 
Sd'.ui ddy 31 Decembe*' 
Sunday 1 January 
McDnday 2 jar'uary 


Sam-8pm 
Bam-Spm 
9,30 am-8 pm 
9.30dm 8pm 
9am - 6pm 
Closed 

9.30drri npm 


tfinliTy i.nnerneatn iohn I e-.vi' C Afdir 
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CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY 
FOR CHURCH PROJECT TO 
SAVE MEDIEVAL PAINTINGS 



ABOVE: one of the wall paintings. 
(Photo by Graham Brain) 


A major award 
from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, 
Wales, has now 
recognised the 
growing interna¬ 
tional significance 
of the medieval 
wall paintings at St. 
Cadoc’s church in 
Llancarfan. 

A grant of £541,900 
astonished the St. 
Cadoc’s conservation 
team when they assem¬ 
bled for a 'Christmas 
has come early!' 
announcement in the vil¬ 
lage church. 

Standing beneath the 
paintings, Dan Clayton 
Jones used his final pub¬ 
lic appearance as chair 
of the HLF in Wales to 
announce the award. 

He said ‘St Cadoc’s 
Church medieval her¬ 
itage is hugely important 
to the story of 
Christianity in Wales, 
and it is vital that it is 
properly interpreted and 
conserved for future 
generations.” 

Mr Clayton Jones 
also prompted enthusi¬ 
astic laughter when he 
observed that, seeing 
this latest revelation of 
the several Deadly Sins, 
“I seem to qualify for 
every one of them!” 

Introducing the paint¬ 
ings and expressing 
gratitude for the award, 
the Yen. Peggy Jackson, 
Priest in Charge, under¬ 
lined how privileged 
Llancarfan churchgoers 


were to be entrusted 
with the care of the 
paintings. 

On behalf of villagers 
and her assembled team, 
she welcomed the HLF’s 
faith in recognizing the 
social, historical and 
spiritual inheritance that 
the paintings represent. 

She said: “The strik¬ 
ing craftsmanship of 
these paintings is 
matched only by their 
vulnerability. 

“We can now contin¬ 
ue to reveal them, and 
make them safe on our 
walls. As a community, 
we are excited by the 
prospect of what is still 
to come, and look for¬ 
ward to learning more 
and sharing more.’ 

The most recent con¬ 
servation session, during 
October and November, 
has continued to find 
ever-more striking 15th 
century artwork. 

The latest discoveries 
have revealed five of the 
seven deadly sins - and 
the team are still count¬ 
ing. 

As GEM readers are 
aware, initial explorato¬ 
ry conservation fol¬ 
lowed the discovery of a 
‘thin red line’ of ochre. 

This rapidly turned 
out to be part of the 
frame of a remarkable 
image of St. George and 
the Dragon, a classic 
staging of the iconic tale 
of the knight rescuing 
the princess from being 
fed to the dragon, 
watched by fraught 
royal parents in their 


castle. This is only the 
third such wall-painting 
of George and the 
Dragon ever to be found 
in Wales, and is by far 
the most sophisticated. 

Subsequent conserva¬ 
tion sessions, funded 
significantly by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Cadw and the Waterloo 
Foundation, revealed a 
further awful warning - 
‘Death and the Gallant’. 

Here a cadaverous 
figure, complete with 
worms, leads a young 
gent, dressed in the 
height of 15 th Century 
fashion, off to purgatory. 
This work seems now 
unique as a secco wall- 
painting in Britain. 

It is the latest eight- 
week session, by the dis¬ 
tinguished conservators 
Jane Rutherfoord and 
Ann Ballatyne, which 
has now brought 
Llancarfan’s sins to 
light. 

Lime efflorescence 
still temporarily clouds 
some of the partially- 
revealed paintings, but 
the conservators are 
happy to display 
Luxuria / Lust. 

Clearly the chaste 
kiss depicted will lead to 
other things, urged on by 
the attendant devil. 

Four other sins chal¬ 
lenge interpretation with 
fascinating questions. 
Why is Accedia - Sloth 
or Lethargy, being 
encouraged to kill him¬ 
self? 

Who is the regal per¬ 
sonage mocked as 


Superbia or Pride? 

And do we dare find 
any modern relevance in 
the ‘Loads of Money’ 
depiction of Avaritia / 
Avarice and his devils, 
plying him with ochre- 
gilded lucre. 

At least one more 
image - that of the 
Virgin Mary blessing St. 
George’s endeavours - 
has also come to light. 

This is again believed 
to be a unique graphic 
representation in British 
(and possibly western 
European) churches of 
the act of blessing 
‘St.George, Our Lady’s 
Knight’. 

Now, this major 
financial blessing from 
the Heritage Lottery 
Eund, augmented by 
community sponsorship, 
will allow the revelation 
and conservation to go 
forward. 

St. Cadoc’s can now 
share a developing 
understanding of these 


paintings with visitors 
near and afar. The wall 
paintings will prove a 
significant complement 
to tourism in the Vale, 
and an outstanding edu¬ 
cational resource for so 
many descendants of 
those who enriched their 
church with art over 500 
years ago. 

Dan Clayton Jones 
said: “I’m delighted that 
this project is helping to 
conclude my time with 
HLE, as it embodies 
everything I like to see 
in a project. 

“It is inspiring to see 
local volunteers so pas¬ 
sionate about playing 
their part in taking our 
heritage forward and. in 
doing so, learning new 
skills. 

“I look forward to 
returning to the church 
as a visitor, once the 
project is complete, and 
seeing the difference the 
funding has made.” 

IAN FELL 



ABOVE (left to right): Ian Fell (PCC member), 

Dan Clayton Jones, Jennifer Stewart (head of HLF in Wales) 
and the Venerable Peggy Jackson. 


Leekes celebrates 
two silver awards at 
prestigious event 


LEEKES, the home department 
store, beat national home deco¬ 
rating chains and local special¬ 
ists to pick up two silver awards 
at a prestigious DIY Week pres¬ 
entation. 

The independent family-owned 
retailer won the two awards in recog¬ 
nition of the quality of its products, 
displays, staff and service levels in its 
decorating and DIY departments. 

A spokesman said that with the 
addition of new ranges from suppliers 
,such as Farrow & Ball and Little 
Greene Paint Company, as well as its 
core offer from market leaders Dulux, 
Crown and Johnstones, customers are 
now offered an even greater choice 
when decorating their home. 

“To supplement this, Leekes also 
invested in product training for its 
store teams, to ensure expert advice is 
available, as well as some innovative 
new displays. ” 

It became one of the first stores in 
the UK to use AS Creation’s iStudio, 
an interactive in-store design package 
which enables customers to view and 


then print wallpaper options in a real¬ 
istic home setting, and created special 
‘shop-in-shop’ areas for both Dulux 
paints and Bosch power tools, offering 
customers the opportunity to select 
from one of the widest ranges avail¬ 
able. 

Lee Tiffin, buying controller at 
Leekes, commented: “We are always 
looking for ways to develop and 
improve our offer through enhancing 
its presentation, increasing our range 
of products and developing the servic¬ 
es we offer our customers. 

“Leekes always commits to the 
ongoing training of its staff to ensure 
that they have excellent product 
knowledge and are able to provide our 
customers with expert advice when 
they are choosing from the thousands 
of products we have in-store. 

“Receiving these two awards is a 
testament to our staff’s commitment 
and knowledge and we are delighted 
that we have been recognised in this 
way. ” 


Super 
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NEWS FROM THE BARRY MEN^S FORUM 

The magic and humour of 
Tommy Cooper is recalled 


Casey claims 
Jolly the bear 



AT the Vale Labour Party’s Christmas fair 
at St Helen’s Church Hall in Barry, a 
‘Name the Bear’ competition, was won by 
Casey Clarke, who named the Bear ‘Jolly. ’ 
Jolly (above) is presented to Casey by Vale 
AM Jane Hutt. 


\ Arborwood Tree Care 

I Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
y Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


THERE are few better quali¬ 
fied to speak about Tommy 
Cooper than Chris Bleach, our 
speaker at the last meeting of 
the year at Barry Men’s 
Forum. 

Chris, not only gave details of the 
comedian’s life, but also spoke about 
the founding and work of the Tommy 
Cooper Society, which spares no effort 
in keeping his name and achievements 
remembered long after his death, 
which was in 1984. 

Thomas Frederick Cooper was born 
in 1921, in Caerphilly. 

There is a plaque on the house of his 
birth with a wrong date on it. 

Chris thought this would have 
amused Tommy. 

His father, invalided out of the army 
in the First World War, was one of 17 
children and was born in Pontypridd. 

His mother was from Exeter and 
found she had a sickly baby on her 
hands. To build the child up, brandy 
was put in his milk, leaving one to 
wonder whether this led to his later life 
propensity to over-indulgence. 

When he was about eight years old, 
an aunt gave him a present of a magic 
set. He was assiduous in practice and 
became a proficient magician. 

He liked others to think to the con¬ 
trary. In 1937, while giving a public 
performance, things went wrong and 
that gave him the idea of cleverly guid¬ 
ing them to do so in the future. 

We now know that this took much 
skill and practice. 

During the last war. Tommy served 
as Trooper Cooper in the Royal Horse 
Guards and left in 1947 as a senior 
NCO. He had, for some years, enter¬ 
tained the troops as a member of 
ENSA and always wore a pith helmet 


by MAC TANNER 


as part of his act, when on stage. 

In Cairo one day, he misplaced this 
and ‘borrowed’ a fez from a nearby 
waiter instead. He never appeared 
without it thereafter. Members of the 
forum agreed that the mental image 
everyone has of the comedian, to this 
day, is of him wearing one. 

His rise to fame after the war was 
steady, rather than explosive, until it 
really took off in the 1960s. 

After appearing in Las Vegas, he 
found his salary had rocketed to some 
£170,000 per year in 1977. 

Our speaker emphasised that 
Tommy Cooper was always ‘careful’ 
with money and only allowed himself 
one luxury - a flat in his wife’s home¬ 
town of Eastbourne. They worked 
closely together and would practice 
every trick over and over again before 
every live performance. 

She encouraged him to put in a huge 
attention to detail. 

Mr Bleach feels sure that Tommy 
Cooper's life-style did contribute to his 
death in his early sixties. 

However, so great was the power of 
his personality that many find it diffi¬ 
cult to believe he has been off the stage 
since 1984. 

When his final heart attack came he 
was in the middle of a performance 
and the audience could not be blamed 
for thinking his collapse was part of 
the act. Sadly, it was not. 

At the next meeting on January 5, 
2012, David Alexander will speak on 
‘Jackson Bay Stories 

Meetings are held at 10.30 am on 
Thursdays in the hall of the United 
Reformed Church in Barry. New mem¬ 
bers are very welcome. For further 
details contact 02920 594881. 


Double celebration 
for Mrs Sparkes! 



June Sparkes is retiring after 27years^ 
service to Llangan Primary School. 


LLANGAN 
Primary School has 
said ‘au revoir’, but 
not goodbye, to 
Mrs June Sparkes 
- after 27 years’ 
dedicated service at 
the school. 

June Sparkes, who 
was a pupil at Llangan 
Primary School, has 
retired after 27 years of 
caring for the pupils as 
a lunchtime supervisor. 

She spent her last 
lunchtime at the school 
reminiscing about past 
times - indeed, the 
school has many memo¬ 
ries, having celebrated 
its centenary this year! 

Mr Noyes, the 
Headteacher, said: “We 
will all miss June 
tremendously, she has 
been a great member of 
staff and has looked 
after the pupils, and 
staff, well!” 

It certainly will not 
be the last time that we 
see Mrs Sparkes in 
Llangan Primary 
School. We hope to see 
her on the ‘school run’ 
as she is now dedicating 
her time to looking after 
her two grandchildren. 
Summer and 
newly-arrived Deri, a 
grandson born to her 
daughter. Miss Sparkes, 
last week, who also 
works at the school as a 
learning support assis¬ 
tant. 

“We hope that you 


have a well deserved 
rest after so many years 
of dedicated service to 
the pupils and families 
of Llangan Primary 
School. 

“We would also like 
to send our congratula¬ 


tions to the extended 
Sparkes and Jones fami¬ 
lies on the birth of Deri 
Jones - we look forward 
to welcoming him to 
Llangan Primary School 
and continuing the fami¬ 
ly tradition! SW 


ii III III il 

15% off 

at The Bead Room 
Wednesday 28th December 
9am—4pm 

Boxes and Busts, Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind Est 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 01446 701230 




Town 6x L-Ountry Dedrooms Winter Ssle 

No. 1 in South Walom for: StBltS NowH! 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 

Sut all eich busnes elwa o*r Eisteddfod? 



Eisteddfod shop window. 


RHWNGAwstd- 
11 2012, Bro 
Morgannwg bydd 
pencadlys celfyddy- 
dol Cymru wrth Vr 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol 
ymweld d’r ardal 

Disgwylir 150,000 o 
ymwelwyr i Faes yr 
Eisteddfod yn ystod yr 
wythnos ac mae ymch- 
wil yn ystod 
Eisteddfodau blaenorol 
yn dangos bod ymweli- 
ad yr Eisteddfod ac 
unrhyw ardal yn rhoi 
hwb sylweddol i ’r 
economi lleol gyda 
chwistrelliad o rhwng 
£6-8 miliwn. 

Mae Trefnwyr yr 
Eisteddfod yn awyddus i 
bobol leol fanteisio 
cymaint a phosib o 
ymweliad yr Eisteddfod 
ac yn 61 Elfed Roberts, 
Prif Weithredwr yr 
Eisteddfod: “Er na 
allwn warantu y bydd 
eich busnes yn elwafe 
allwn awgrymu dulliau 
gwahanol y gall eich 
busnes chi a’r gymuned 
fusnes lleol elwa o 
ymweliad y brifwyl a ’r 
ardal. ” 

Llogi Stondin: Dros 
gyfnod o 8 diwmod, 
mae ’r maes 35 erw yn 
gartref i dros 300 o 
stondinau - o siopau, 
busnesau, artistiaid, 
crefftwyr, elusennau a 
mudiadau lleol a 
chenedlaethol a llawer 
mwy sydd yn pen- 
derfynu defnyddio ’r 
Eisteddfod fel ‘pop up 
siop ’ am yr wythnos. 

Mae ’r budd o gael 
stondin yn yr Eisteddfod 
yn bellgyrhaeddol gyda 
nifer o stondinwyr yn 
son am yr archebion, 
comisiynau ac ymholi- 


adau derbyniwyd gand- 
dynt fisoedd ac weithiau 
blynyddoedd ar 61 ard- 
dangos yn yr 
Eisteddfod. 

Os ydych chi yn 
grefftwr, artist neu fudi- 
ad celfyddydol sydd yn 
awyddus i gael stondin 
yn yr Eisteddfod efallai 
gall Cyngor 
Celfyddydau Cymru 
eich helpu. Mae granti- 
au gyda nhw ar gael o 
hyd at £5,000 i arddan- 
gos yn yr Eisteddfod. 

I weld os ydych chi’n 
gymwys ac i ddarganfod 
mwy cysylltwch a 
swyddfa Celf Cymru 
yng Nghaerdydd ar 
0845 8734 900 neu 
drwy e host: gwybo- 
daeth @ celfcymru,org. uk 
. Mae angen i chi fod yn 
gyflym bodd bynnag 
gan taw lonawr 27ain 
yw ’r dyddiad cau ar 
gyfer ceisiadau. 

Mae cael stondin yn 
yr Eisteddfod yn gyfle 
marchnata unigryw felly 
os oes diddordeb gyda 
chi cysylltwch gyda ni! 

E bostiwch Eira Bowen 
eira @ eisteddfod.org. uk 
neu codwch y jf6n am 
sgwrs 02920 763 777 - 
fydd Eira yn hapus i 
ateb unrhyw ymholi- 
adau sydd gyda chi. 
Dyma’r tro cyntafers 
1968 Vr Wyi 
Genedlaethol yma 
ymweld a ’r Ero felly 
peidiwch a cholli'r cyfle 
i fod yn rhan ohono. 

Darparwyr Llety: 
Mae Swyddfa’r 
Eisteddfod eisoes wedi 
derbyn gwybodaeth gan 
nifer fawr o ddarparwyr 
llety sydd yn awyddus i 
ymddangos ar ein rhestr 
llety, ond mae ystafel- 
loedd yn llenwi’n 
gyflym, rydym yn awyd¬ 
dus felly i glywed gan 


unrhyw un sydd a llety 
ar gael yn ystod wyth¬ 
nos yr Eisteddfod. 

Bydd y rhestr llety yn 
cael ei diweddaru yn 
gyson ac ar gael ar 
wefan yr Eisteddfod. Os 
oes diddordeb gyda chi 
i gael eich cynnwys ar y 
rhestr, ewch i wefan yr 
Eisteddfod i gofrestru - 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk a 
chliciwch - ‘llety’. 

Darparwyr 
Gwasanaethau: Mae 
trefnu'r Eisteddfod yn 
dasg enfawr a dros y 
misoedd nesaffe fydd 
swyddogion yr 
Eisteddfod yn chwilio 
am bob math o 
wasanaethau a chyn- 
nyrch yn enwedig wrth 
i’r gwaith ar y Maes ei 
hun gychwyn yn y 
Gwanwyn. Yn natu- 
riol, mae’n rhaid i’r 
Eisteddfod chwilio am y 
prisiau mwyafcys- 
tadleuol bob tro, fodd 
bynnag rydym yn awyd¬ 
dus i gwmnioedd lleol i 
gysylltu gyda ni yn y 
gobaith y bydd modd 
cydweithio gyda nhw 
dros y misoedd nesaf. 

Mae manylion y 
gwasanaethau y byd- 
dwn eu hangen ar gael 
ar ein gwefan yn yr 
adran fusnes. Rydym 
hefyd yn cyhoeddi 
manylion cyfleoedd i 
gynnig prisiau ar-lein 
yn yr adran hon. 

Yn 61 Elfed Roberts: 
“Dros y blynyddoedd 
diwethaf mae arolygon 
ymchwil annibynnol 
wedi dangos bod ardal 
yn gallu elwa ’n econo- 
maidd o £6-£8 miliwn o 
ymweliad yr Eisteddfod. 
Er bod cyfran o ’r arian 
hwn yn mynd i’r sector 
dwristiaeth a lletygar- 
wch, rydym hefyd yn 
gwario cyfran dda ar 


nwyddau a 

gwasanaethau yn lleol. 
Os oes gennych chi a ’ch 
busnes ddiddordeb 
mewn cael gwybod mwy 
cysylltwch a ni. ” 
Nadolig Llawen a 
Blwyddyn Newydd 
Dda: 

Hoffem ddymuno 
Nadolig Llawen a 
Blwyddyn Newydd Dda 
i holl gefnogwyr yr 
Eisteddfod. Diolch yn 
fawr i chi am ein cefno- 
gi eleni, ac edrychwn 
ymlaen i gydweithio eto 
yflwyddyn nesaf wrth i 
ni edrych ymlaen at 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg. 
Dymuniadau gorau i 
chi oil. 

Getting your 
business 
ready for the 
Eisteddfod 

BETWEEN August 4 
- 11 2012, the Vale 
will be the cultural 
capital of Wales as 
the Eisteddfod comes 
to town. 

Around 150,000 visi¬ 
tors are expected to visit 
the festival site ‘Maes’ 
during the week and 
studies conducted in 
recent years have shown 
that a visit from the 
Eisteddfod to any area 
can provide a much 
needed cash injection 
into the local economy 
with a gross economic 
impact of between £6-8 
million. 

The Eisteddfod 
organisers are keen for 
local people to benefit 
as much as possible 
from the Eisteddfod’s 
visit, and although they 
cannot guarantee that 


your business will profit 
from the Eisteddfod 
what they can do is sug¬ 
gest ways in which the 
Eisteddfod’s visit may 
benefit your business 
and the local business 
community: 

Hire a trade stand: 
Over a period of eight 
days, the 35-acre Maes 
is home to more than 
300 stands - shops, 
businesses, artists, 
craftspeople, charities, 
local and national 
organisations and many 
more that choose to use 
the Eisteddfod as their 
ultimate pop up shop. 

The benefit of hav¬ 
ing a stall at the 
Eisteddfod lasts for 
much longer than the 
week itself, with numer¬ 
ous stallholders telling 
us of the commissions 
and orders they have 
received in the months 
and even years follow¬ 
ing their visit to an 
Eisteddfod. 

If you are an artist, 
craft maker, cultural 
group or organisation 
then there may be 
grants available for you 
from the Arts Council 
of Wales. They are 
offering grants of up to 
£5,000 to show at the 
Eisteddfod. 

To see if you are eli¬ 
gible or to find out 
more contact the South 
Wales Office of the Arts 
Council on 0845 8734 
900 or e mail gwybo¬ 
daeth® celfcymru.org.u 
k. 

If you are interested 
in taking advantage of 
this scheme, however, 
you will need to contact 
them as soon as possi¬ 
ble as the closing date 
for the grant scheme is 
January 27 2012. 


Having a stall at the 
Eisteddfod is a unique 
marketing opportunity, 
so if you are interested 
in getting involved then 
the message is get in 
touch! Email Eira 
Bowen, 

eira@eisteddfod.org.uk, 
or pick up the phone for 
a chat on 02920 763 
111. Eira will be more 
than happy to assist you 
with any queries you 
may have. This is the 
first time since 1968 
that this great national 
event will visit the Vale 
so don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to be part of 
it. 

Accommodation 
providers: We’ve 
already received infor¬ 
mation from a wide 
range of accommoda¬ 
tion providers keen to 
appear on our accom¬ 
modation list, but places 
are filling up quickly. 
We’re encouraging any¬ 
one with accommoda¬ 
tion available during 
Eisteddfod week to get 
in touch with us to be 


included on the list 
which is available on 
our website, and which 
will be updated regular¬ 
ly between now and 
next August. 

This is also the list 
we’ll be sending to any¬ 
one who contacts the 
office asking for local 
accommodation in the 
Vale area. Anyone inter¬ 
ested can complete the 
online accommodation 
registration form by 
going to the 2012 
Eisteddfod website - 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
- and click on 
‘Accommodation’. 

Service providers: 
Organising the 
Eisteddfod is a mam¬ 
moth task and we will 
be looking for a wide 
range of services and 
products as the 
Eisteddfod approaches, 
especially as work pro¬ 
gresses on the site itself. 

Naturally, the 
Eisteddfod has to look 
for the most competitive 
prices; however, we are 
eager for local compa¬ 


nies to get in touch and 
hope that many busi¬ 
nesses from the local 
area will be keen to 
work with us over the 
next few months. 

Details of all the 
services we will need 
are available in the 
business section on the 
Eisteddfod website 
(www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
). We are also publish¬ 
ing details of opportuni¬ 
ties to quote for work in 
this section. 

Eisteddfod chief 
executive, Elfed 
Roberts added: “Over 
the past few years, inde¬ 
pendent research has 
shown that the local 
area benefits £6-£8 mil¬ 
lion from the 
Eisteddfod’s visit. 

“Part of this money 
does go to the tourism 
and leisure, but we also 
spend a significant 
amount on services and 
goods locally. If you 
and your business 
would like to know 
more, please contact us 
at the Eisteddfod 
Office.” 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year: 

We ’d like to wish a 
merry Christmas and a 
happy new year to all 
Eisteddfod supporters. 

Thank you for support¬ 
ing us this year, and we 
look forward to working 
with you again next 
year, as we look for¬ 
ward towards the Vale 
of Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod. 

Best wishes to you all. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


PANTO 

SUCCESS 

THE Christmas 
pantomime which 
took place in the 
Llangan 

Community Hall 
on December 17 
was a huge success. 

Children were 
catered for in the after¬ 
noon and parents at 
the evening perform¬ 
ance. 

Treoes Hall 
NEW Year’s Eve 
party: dance in the 
new year with a 
disco - if you can 
sing or just make a 
noise, have a go on 
the karaoke. 

There is a prize for 
the best and worst 
singers! 

The cost for this 
evening entertainment 
is £5 (adults only). 


Saron Chapel 
Christmas Eve com¬ 
munion service at 
6pm. 

Singalong 

THE Star Inn, Treoes 
was again the venue 
for carols and 
Christmas songs, 
from ‘Come All ’Ye 
EaithfuE to ‘Rudolph 
The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer’. 

One lady volun¬ 
teered to sing solo as 
she knew the names of 
all the reindeer. Iwan 
Guy conducted the 
‘Mighty Throne’and 
was ably supported on 
the keyboard by his 
daughter-in-law, 
Lowry. 

Clive and Tricia 
supplied a lovely sup¬ 
per as well as Joining 
in with the singing; 
£285 was raised for 
the 2012 National 
Eisteddfod in the Vale. 

Diary date 

JO and Jon 



Homfray invite you 
to a ‘Hogaroc’ at 
Pen-Llyn Court 
Big Barn, in Pen- 
Llyn, on Saturday 
May 19, 2012, at 
7.30pm, tickets 
£30. Hog roast, full 
bar, grand raffle, auc¬ 
tion, Myfyr Isaac and 
his ban4 

All profits to the 
2012 Vale National 
Eisteddfod. 

For more informa¬ 
tion and tickets, please 
telephone Mary 
Crandon on 01656 
861933. 

Poem 

THE following 


poem was penned 
by a Young at 
Heart member 
when we were 
members of the 
local WI. 

Unfortunately, the 
branch closed due to a 
lack of members. 

I was a successful 
breeder of standard 
poodles and took 
along Bodie to demon¬ 
strate at one WI meet¬ 
ing (See cartoon 
above). 

BODIE AT 
THE WI 

Nancy has a great big 
dog. 

His fur is black as 
night 


She brought him to our 
meeting. 

He was an awesome 
sight 

Some poodle this, he’s 
five foot tall 
“A standard”, she 
explained 

Then showed us how 
she clipped his fur - 
He sat there quite well 
trained. 

But he didn’t like the 
camera flash growled 
as if to say no more 
Barked loudly at the 
sweeping brush as we 
slept fur off the floor 
Yes Bodie was in 
charge that night. 

We didn’t dare to roam. 
So we all sat still and 
quiet ‘til Nancy took 
him home! 


( AGE CONCERN ^ 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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NEWS FROM THE FONMON APIARY 


The beekeeper^s 
role in protecting 
his hive in winter 


I T would appear 
that winter has 
arrived; at least 
the bees think so. 

Very little activity is 
now the order of the 
day, due to the variabili¬ 
ty of the weather. 
However, should we 
return to milder condi¬ 
tions, the bees could 
just decide it is good 
enough to venture out. 

Fewer daylight hours 
and not much in the 
way of forage, will keep 
them from straying too 
far from the hive. 

All of the hives are as 
well provisioned as they 
can be, some have been 
supplied with sugar 
syrup to boost their 
stores - and the remain¬ 
der have what I have 
judged to be sufficient 
for their needs. 

Due to the mild con¬ 
ditions leading up to 
this weather change, 
there was much activity 
going on in all the 
colonies. This expendi¬ 
ture of energy has to be 
met with stores enough 
to meet the demand, so 
my feeding programme 
has been extended to do 
just that. 

This is where experi¬ 
ence pays off, regardless 
of what the books say. 

I am well satisfied 
with the number of bees 
in each hive as I settle 
them for the winter. 

Let me point out that 
honeybees do not hiber¬ 
nate - they gather in a 
cluster and maintain a 
constant temperature 
within it, and that 
should lead to the sur¬ 
vival of the queen until 
the spring. 

As the winter pro¬ 
gresses, the stores ‘laid 


by’ will be used by the 
bees as and when they 
require them. 

Without a doubt, 
many of those new to 
beekeeping will be suf¬ 
fering some confusion 
over the feeding 
requirements of their 
bees. 

The one thing that 
needs to be understood 
is that the bees require 
temperatures that allow 
for activity. 

This activity will be 
the taking down of any 
sugar syrup or its equiv¬ 
alent into the hive and 
placing it into cells 
which will then require 
‘sealing over’ once the 
contents meet the crite¬ 
ria set by the bees. 

The seal is of course 
wax! And this requires 
wax making by the 
bees, which in its turn 
needs temperatures that 
will allow such events 
to take place. 

Therefore, getting the 
timing right is crucial. 
Should any food be 
offered to bees once the 
temperature drops 
below 10 Celsius, it will 
be ignored because the 
bees will not be in a 
temperature range that 
is in their comfort zone. 

Result? Dead bees. In 
fact it has been reported 
by the seasonal bee 
inspectors around the 
British Isles that on vis¬ 
iting apiaries they are 
discovering bees that 
are starving because of 
unsuitable weather, lack 
of forage and due to 
ignorance of the bee¬ 
keeper. 

Some inspectors have 
even taken to feeding 
bees in such distress (at 
their own expense) 


rather than see them die. 

There is a wealth of 
information in the 
numerous beekeeping 
books to be had, but 
often it is the ideals that 
are set out, where cur¬ 
rent conditions should 
really be the order of 
the day. 

Would that I could 
depart without mention 
of the Varroa mite. I 
have carried out my 
required treatments and 
am now busy counting 
the results. It is not a 
legal requirement to 
count the mites, but it 
really needs doing so 
that you can become 
acquainted with your 
enemy! 

Of the many bee¬ 
keepers I have talked to 
regarding the mite, it 
would seem that I am 
the only one with mites 
numbering sometimes in 
their hundreds, they all 
have very few! 

Can this be true? Of 
course it isn’t. They are 
just not monitoring their 
hives as I do. 

The lack of a tray or 
board on the underside 
of the mesh floor that 
would allow counts to 
be done is why I get the 
answers I do. 

Admittedly, I do pos¬ 
sess a large magnifier 
with a built-in light, but 
I do use a hand lens on 
many occasions and it 
reveals much. 

Between now and 
next season, I hope to 
convince more of the 
beekeepers to monitor 
their hives on a regular 
basis and, in so doing, 
make them aware of 
Varroa mites. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


PENARTH COMPUTER CLUB 


ROY doesn’t have to take his hat 
off to anyone these days - it’s been 
automated. We all know that he’s 
a bona fide pensioner going on 14! 
He’s living proof of the old adage 
that you don’t stop having fun 
when you get old; you get old when 
you stop having fun. 

At our recent Christmas dinner, the 
venue provided helium-filled balloons 
among the decorations. The temptation 
was there and so was Roy’s festive red 
and white seasonal topper, with little 
woolly trees on top. 

As the evening progressed, more 
and more of the balloons were attached 
to the hat until it finally took flight of 
its own accord. Such an opportunity 
was not to be missed, so the proud 
owner moved around the room to 
demonstrate his titfer’s new found 
freedom. 

He became a little unstuck, or rather 
his hat wouldn’t oblige when the bal¬ 
loons were under a low beam! Our 
aged ‘young lad’ solved the problem 
by kneeling gallantly for the occasion. 

Fortunately, the number of balloons 
required meant that the lift-off was 
achieved after most of the meal was 
over, so there were no reports of laugh¬ 
ter-induced indigestion. I have it on 
authority that a glass or two of wine 
works wonders too. 

I said a few words of welcome; not¬ 
ing the presence of several members 
who had made a special effort to over¬ 
come difficulties to be there; and 
pleased to see several partners also 


there in spite of not enjoying the best 
of health. 

Rhona took the distance prize 
because she was supposed to be in 
Costa Rica, but turned up on the night. 
We are a very friendly club, but even I 
knew it would have been a bit of jour¬ 
ney for a meal out with friends. Sadly, 
she was obliged to return home early 
because of her holiday companion’s 
illness. 

Special thanks were made to Roy 
(the very same) for all the work he put 
in on the organisation of the evening 
(before and during). 

I usually arrive with the odd com¬ 
puter-related joke for the occasion and 
this was no exception. I explained that 
I expected half the audience not to 
understand the joke, but no doubt their 
guest would explain it to them 
later...Room, Boom! 

After a few old chestnuts (groans) I 
closed by wishing everyone a ‘Happy 
Christmas’ and safe journey home. 

A hat (not THAT one) was passed 
around for the staff in appreciation of 
the good service and nice food. 

Thereafter there was the slow- 
motion scrum for coats and cheerful 
goodnights as the diners dispersed, 
with me being the last one out through 
the door. 

Who said, ‘As usual?’ 

For more information, telephone 
029 20708439. 

HOWARD DESMOND 
(chairman) 


Future Window Solutions offers 
commitment and great customer service 

Craig Harewood 

CRAIG and Dina Harewood of Future Window Solutions, which has 
provided home improvement and building services to commercial 
and residential clients for many years, believe that the company’s 
attention to detail is one of its great strengths. 

Craig explained: “We are a family run company and have grown from strength to 
strength with our commitment and the fact that good customer service is our priority. 

“Future Window Solutions are members of Network Veka. It is an independent 
nationwide organisation set up to give our customers peace of mind that they have 
selected a highly respected and professional local company that has the backing of a 
national trade organisation. 

“Veka constantly monitors our performance to ensure we maintain the high standard 
of workmanship that is not only required for our continued membership, but also to 
ensure all our work and products meet the required standards set by the Government’s 
building regulations that covers energy performance that will help save on your 
energy bills.” 

Among the company’s clients are Domestic Property, Ashgrove School Penarth, Mynydd Cynfig School Bridgend, Barclays 
Bank branches, Dwr Cymru, Youth Offenders’ Centre, car showrooms, local estate agencies and Local Authorities. 

Dina said: “We offer a wide range of products and services. 

“All types of building work are ‘project managed’ from planning all the way through to completion. 

“We supply and install high quality Veka PVC-u windows, doors, sash, bi-folds and other materials. 

“We also specialise in conservatories, organgeries, and garage conversions. The products we supply are ‘energy efficient’ 
as standard. 

“The company also provides a ‘no job is too small’ repair 
service.” 

Future Window Solutions takes pride in the fact that the 
majority of enquiries come via recommendation and believe its 
high standards is responsible for the work. 

Craig added: “People should be assured that all tenders and 
enquiries will have our full co-operation and full attention at all 
times. 

“Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any 
further information.” 

Future Window Solutions would like to wish all its 
customers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the 
team. 

Craig and Dina Harewood would also like to thank the staff 
and team for all their hard work this year. 

future Window 

futurewindow@btconnect.conn ^ I I 111 f \ n 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk \J I LI LI I I w Li* 


. at 



The Future Window Solutions team is celebrating 
another successful year. 




: 20% A 

VOUCHER 


Extended Offer until the 
^end of January 2012 




MAKE YOUR HOUSE MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS WINTER 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY 


All 

pictures 
are of works 
carried out by 
Future 
Window 
Solutions ^ 


I •k rated energy efficient 

I glass as standard 

I Bv • Garage conversions 
• Full design packages 
for all orangeries, 
conservatories & kitchens 
•Free estimates and 
quotations j 

No job too small /) yn J 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 
Open soon on Saturdays 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone; 0800 032 0921 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
COME WITH A 10 YEAR 
INSURANCE BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


FENSAl 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Second outing for 
Sherlock is an 
elementary success! 


O NE of the 
more pleas¬ 
ing cine¬ 
matic surprises of 
2009, was the suc¬ 
cess of Guy 
Ritchie’s take on 
Sherlock Holmes. 

With Robert Downey 
Jr and Jude Law making 
for a wonderfully bick¬ 
ering pair as the titular 
character and Watson - 
along with some revi¬ 
sions to the character - 
the film was a commer¬ 
cial and critical triumph. 

So it’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing that the three men 
have returned for a sec¬ 
ond outing. 

Subtitled A Game of 
Shadows, it sees 
Holmes and Watson 
team up again to try and 
bring down their great¬ 
est adversary, Professor 


Moriarty (Jared Harris), 
with the help of myste¬ 
rious fortune teller Sim 
(Noomi Rapace) whose 
motives are less than 
clear... 

The success of the last 
Sherlock Holmes film 
no doubt gave the char¬ 
acter a massive filip, in 
terms of bringing the 
adventures of Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s most 
famous creation to a 
younger audience, but 
similarly created a 
groundswell of expecta¬ 
tion for further big 
screen adventures. 

After all, said first 
outing could easily have 
been a disaster, rather 
than the criticaland 
commercial success it 
was. 

So it is pleasing to see 
that, with all the main 
players returning for 
duty, A Game of 


Connie draws 
appeal crowds 

STAGE star Connie Fisher recently opened 
the Noah’s Ark Appeal Barry Christmas toy 
and clothes sale, when she braved the winter 
weather to cut the ribbon across the 
entrance to the Tabernacle. 

Earher this year, appeal vice-president Connie ran 
the British Military Fitness 10k, raising hundreds of 
pounds for the No^’s Ark Appeal. 

Barry-based Connie said: “I’m absolutely delighted 
that the sale raised so much for a brilliant cause. Seeing 
all the toys and games made me feel really festive - 
Christmas is here!” 

The sale raised more than £700 and all proceeds con¬ 
tributed to the Noah’s Ark Christmas Stocking appeal, 
which, in addition to boosting funding for a new 
hydrotherapy pool, will purchase much needed toys 
and games for the children’s hospital for Wales play¬ 
rooms 

To donate to the Christmas Stocking appeal this 
Christmas, visit www.noahs-ark-appeal.org. 


This Christmas & New Year at the 

Windsor Hotel 


Christmas Eve 

Live from 6pm 

ROB BARBOUR 

Boxing Day 

Live from 4pm 

GENINE LOUISE 

New Years Eve 

from 8.30pm 

UNDER THE 
COVERS 

Free Entry 

New Years Day 

Live from 6pm 

NO 

DISRESPECT 

January 8th 
KARAOKE 
WITH LISA LEE 

from 8pm 

Sunday January 9th 

FREEWAY 

Live from 6pm 


Open Christmas Day iiam - 3pm 
Live this Friday from 6pm Louise Hall 
Live Friday 30th Ali Delgado 
Thursday 22nd December 
The Windsor Hotel Christmas Fancy Dress 
Party hosted by Rob Barbour from 8pm 
Best Male and Female Fancy Dress wins a prize. 
Join us for Karaoke and Play Your Cards Right. 


170 Holton Road, Barry CF63 4LL 

07902 592406 


Shadows manages to 
espouse both the ‘if-it- 
ain't-broke...’ maxim, 
while also going into 
slightly darker and adult 
territory - making for 
an entertaining block¬ 
buster that firmly ticks 
all the right boxes. 

Much of the success 
of the first outing lay in 
the chemistry between 
Robert Downey Jr and 
Jude Law as Holmes 
and Watson, the pair 
sparking together and 
making a formidable 
double act. 

They seem to pick up 
where they left off in 
this instalment, their 
repartee no less amus¬ 
ing and touching, while 
along with the raised 
stakes of the story, 
comes more depth and 
emotion for the charac¬ 
ters. 

Downey Jr is patently 
just that little more 
comfortable with the 
character this time, and 
while it would have 
been easy for him to go 
a little too over the top 
in his portrayal, instead 
he walks the line 
between genius and fool 
wonderfully well. 

Showing a lightness 
of touch when needed, 
and more than capable 
of conveying the weight 
of the more dramatic 
moments, it is another 
wonderful outing for an 
actor who is making the 
most of his big opportu¬ 
nity. 

Opposite him. Law is 
similarly engaging, the 
partnership with 
Downey Jr feeling real 
and heartfelt, and it 
allows the actor to cut 
loose. 

Playing the straight 


man to Holmes, the 
actor is generous in giv¬ 
ing the floor to his co- 
star, but delivers when 
he needs to. The script 
affords him more of an 
opportunity to shine this 
time around, giving him 
more to work with as 
Watson becomes impor¬ 
tant to the plot, and Law 
is more than up to the 
task. 

Noomi Rapace shakes 
off her role as Lisbeth 
in The Girl... franchise 
with another ballsy 
female, and though her 
character feels under¬ 
written, she offers a 
decent turn as the mys¬ 
terious Sim, while Jared 
Harris (son of Richard) 
makes for a shadowy 
Moriarty, the evil inside 
menacing and forebod¬ 
ing rather than broad 
and gregarious, as he 
battles wits with 
Holmes. 

There are also pleas¬ 
ing turns from Stephen 
Fry and Kelly Reilly, in 
what is a well-acted 
piece across the board. 

Screenwriters Kieran 
and Michele Mulroney 
do a sterling job of 
transposing the charac¬ 
ters and the set-up of 
Conan-Doyle's charac¬ 
ters onto the big screen, 
the film’s story dense 
yet never feeling too 
bloated or overly com¬ 
plicated, winding in 
modern-day concerns 
and transposing them to 
1890's Europe. 

It also retains the fine 
balance between come¬ 
dy and drama, never 
overplaying one over 
the other, making for a 
light but substantial 
story. 

The film is lent a fur- 


CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 


FAMILIES and 
children are warm¬ 
ly welcomed to the 
annual ‘Carols by 
Candlelight’ on 
Christmas Eve at 
the church of 
Merthyr Dyfan, in 
Merthyr Dyfan 
Lane, Colcot, 
Barry. 

Beginning at 3.30pm, 
and lasting for around 
one hour, this will be an 
opportunity, particularly 
for children, to experi¬ 
ence the true spirit of 
Christmas in the beauti¬ 
ful setting of this 
ancient church, which is 
one of the oldest 
Christian sites in Wales, 
believed to date from 
around the year 600AD. 


The service will be 
taken by Father Robert 
Parish, with singing led 
by members of the choir 
of St. Paul’s Church and 
organist Mary Smith. 
Admission is free and 
there is car parking at 
the church. 

There will be a spe¬ 
cial welcome to all peo¬ 
ple who live on the 
Colcot estate, many who 
may never have visited 
their ‘own’ church. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing carols and sung 
mass are at Merthyr 
Dyfan Church at 
8.45am. 

Further information 
from Father Robert 
Parrish on 01446 
735943. 


SCREEN 

TALK 


^ A 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


ther sheen of quality 
from Guy Ritchie’s 
direction, who, much 
like the leads, is obvi¬ 
ously far more comfort¬ 
able second time round 
and it shows in his con¬ 
fident direction. 

Ritchie has sometimes 
struggled to balance 
style over substance, 
but here he gives the 
film a grander scope 
than the first, while 
allowing the story to 
flow. 

He may overdo it 
slightly with his usual 
stylistics, but when they 
are as impressive as a 
forest foot chase that 
degenerates into gunfire 
and carnage, you can 
more than forgive him, 
the set-piece stand-out 
in a well-directed effort. 

A Game of Shadows 
isn’t afraid of having 
fun, and in a year where 
‘blockbuster’ films 
seemed to be loath to 
engage in that, it makes 
this second outing for 
Holmes & Co more 
than welcome; with an 
ending that hints at fur¬ 
ther adventures for the 
characters, a third 
instalment would be 
elementary, my dear 
readers! 

VERDICT A bold 
er, confident sequel that 
raises the stakes and 
delivers in spades, 
Sherlock Holmes: A 
Game of Shadows sees 
all the main players on 
top form. 

With entertaining per¬ 
formances from Robert 
Downey Jr and Jude 
Law, and Guy Ritchie’s 
stylised direction, the 
film offers a hugely 
entertaining 128 min¬ 
utes. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Sherlock 
Holmes (2009), 
Chinatown (1974) 

ScreenTalk would like 
to wish all readers a 
happy Christmas and a 
prosperous new year. 
Watch out for the 
ScreenTalk top ten of 
2011 on January 5! 


Personalities fight 
for a culinary title 


FORMER Miss 
Wales Courtenay 
Hamilton is among 
personalities tak¬ 
ing on S4C’s cook¬ 
ing challenge this 
Christmas in the 
series ^Dudley: 

Pryd o Ser’. 

Between December 
27 and 30, Pryd o Ser 
sets a culinary chal¬ 
lenge for a group of 
eight celebrities. 

“I admit I didn’t do 
much cooking before 
taking part in the 
show,” says the model 
from the Vale of 
Glamorgan. “I would 
always make excuses 
that I was too busy. But 
Pryd o Ser has shown 
me that it is easy to put 
together a nice meal in 
a short space of time.” 

The other stars join¬ 
ing her are: actor 
Steffan Rhodri; Sian 
Lloyd, the news broad¬ 
caster; actress Ffion 
Dafis; presenter Rhodri 
Ogwen Williams; jock- 

Lucky 
winners in 
hamper 
competition 

THE three lucky 
winners of the 
gem’s recent com¬ 
petition, in associa¬ 
tion with the 
Quarter Penny Cafe 
in Cowbridge, are 
making plans to 
enjoy their prizes. 

The winners each 
receive a Christmas 
hamper worth £60 from 
the Quarter Penny 
Cafe, with treats includ¬ 
ing a Christmas pud¬ 
ding, ready made meals, 
a Welsh cheese board 
and much more. 

The winners are 
Annette Staples of 
Bridgend, Joanne 
Emery of Pencoed, and 
Jeanette Thomas of 
Cowbridge. 

Enjoy your Christmas 
treats, ladies, and keep 
looking out for more 
great competitions in 
The GEM! 

Candle 

lighting 

THE Friends of 
Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery hold their 
fourth annual candle¬ 
lighting event in the 
Cemetery Chapel, 
Barry, from 10am to 
3pm on Christmas 
Eve. 

All are welcome and 
free hot dri nk s will be 
available. All proceeds to 
Cemetery good works. 
For further information, 
contact Nic Hodges 
01446 736906. 



2010 Miss Wales winner Courtenay Hamilton 
competing in Dudley: Pryd o Ser 


ey, Hywel Davies; for¬ 
mer AM Eleanor 
Burnham, and one of 
the Only Men Aloud 
boys, Wyn Davies. 

“We had such a great 
time. We all got along 
really well and became 
good friends,” adds 
Courtenay. “Steffan 
Rhodri was especially 
patient with me and 
since I don’t know 
much about cooking, he 


was always happy to 
help me with any ques¬ 
tions or problems I 
had.” 

The series was 
filmed over four days at 
the end of October and 
the first programme is 
on Tuesday, December 
27 (7:15pm, English 
subtitles). 

The final is on 
December 30 (8:25pm, 
English subtitles). 


Panto brings 
house down! 


PALMERSTON school Key Stage 2 
pupils put on a magnificent performance 
of ^Cinderella Rockerfella’ for parents and 
friends of the school, when the audience 
was truly entertained by outstanding act¬ 
ing and hilarious slapstick comedy in a 
modern twist to the traditional fairy tale. 

In true panto style, there was cheering, booing and 
even the odd sob - but, luckily, there was a happy 
ending for all to enjoy as Cinderella found her 
prince! Well done to all the pupils who worked hard 
to make it such a success! SC 


CRIB SERVICE 

ALL Saints Church, Victoria Square, is 
holding its annual crib service for 
younger children at 4pm on Christmas 
Eve. 

Other special Christmas services include 
Midnight Mass at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve, and 
on Christmas Day - Holy Eucharist at 8 am and an 
all-age Eucharist service at 10 am. 

At St Peter’s, Old Cogan, there will be a 
Christmas Day service at 11am. All are welcome. 


Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Come dancing with Steve and Lynne 
at their NEW BEGiNNERS CLASSES in 
SALSA/JiVE/CHA'CHA/PASO COBLE at: 

HIGHLIGHT PARK 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARRY, 

(behind Tesco’s), every THI^SDAY, 
starting JANUARY 12th between 
8 & 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

LOWER PENARTH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, Brockhill 
Way, (opp Spar), PENARTH every 
MONDAY starting JANUARY 9th. 

8 - 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

Just come along and bring friends to our very 
VIBRANT classes!! Former pupils very wel¬ 
come. Check Web for more information 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £5.00 - Students £4.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

Great fun & exercise for a fiver!! Get fit fast! 
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LEFT: 
Group 
photo of 
the three 
Scout 
Troops 
and their 
leaders 
who took 
part. 


QUESTION: Can you 
pitch a tent in the dark? 


SCOUT teams 
from 1st Llantwit 
Major, 1st St Athan 
(Falcons) and 
Cowbridge 
(Tuesday) Troops 
took part in an 
evening ‘Incident 
Hike’ in late 
November, followed 
by a sleepover at 
Cowbridge Scout 
Hall. 

All three teams suc¬ 
cessfully completed the 
five- mi le hike in the 
countryside around 
Cowbridge, 

Llanblethian and St 
Hilary. 

At each of the five 
checkpoints, the teams 
encountered ‘incidents’ 
or challenges to com¬ 
plete within a 15-minute 
time limit. 

These included pitch¬ 



THE WINNERS! St Athan Scout Group Falcon Troop with their certificates. 


ing (and re-packing) a 
hik e tent, first aid, sim¬ 
ple pioneering, and 
other problem-solving 
tasks. 

Sounds simple, but 
have you tried to com¬ 
plete such tasks at night 
time, in the ‘back of 
beyond’ and within a set 


time limit? 

Explorer Scouts and 
adult Scout leaders 
judged each challenge 
on speed of completion, 
quality of the completed 
task and team working. 

All teams scored 
highly and their ability 
to work together became 


a significant factor in 
the final result. St Athan 
Falcons emerged as 
winners of the event, 
closely followed by the 
Cowbridge Tuesday 
team and Llantwit 
Major. 

Supervision of such a 
night time activity 


requires a high ratio of 
adults to young people. 
Thanks are extended to 
the volunteer adult lead¬ 
ers and assistants who 
manned checkpoints, 
walked with teams, or 
helped with general 
organisation, to ensure a 
successful event. JG 


RUPERT THE PIG 
INSPIRES FAT CLUB! 


While enjoying the 
festivities at RAF St 
Athan Golf Club 
last New Year’s Eve, 
Mike Whilding 
made the light¬ 
hearted comment: 
“/ could do with los¬ 
ing some weighf\ 

Everyone agreed that 
they knew what they had 
to do to lose the weight 
but they needed an incen¬ 
tive - it resulted in the 
formation of The Fat 
Club! 

Twenty would-be 
slimmers turned up on 
January 4 for their first 
weigh-in and they were 
“delighted” to be intro¬ 
duced to Rupert the Pig; 
who was going to be their 
incentive! 

The worst achiever 
each week would get to 
take Rupert home for the 
week, whilst the best 
would be rewarded with 
a goodie bag containing 
slimming biscuits, mar¬ 
malades etc. 

As there was a vast 
difference in start and 
target weights it was 
decided that the fairest 
way of deciding the 
‘winners’ would be cal¬ 
culated by percentages. 

When the Fat Club 
first began, no-one envis¬ 
aged that it would still be 
running a year later, 
albeit the numbers did 
fluctuate throughout. 

The 50 pence weekly 
charge had accumulated 
to an amount that 
enabled the existing 
members to have their 
very own Fat Club 



Christmas dinner at the 
golf club (after weigh-in 
of course). The golf club 
caterer, Leanne, provided 
a sumptuous traditional 
turkey dinner, with all the 
trimmings, followed by a 
selection of desserts. 

A very impressive 19- 
stone weight loss was 
achieved by the members 
who attended the 
Christmas dinner and a 
special mention must go 
to Bob Vecchi. Suffering 
from the effects of a 
stroke earlier in the year, 
he still managed to lose 
191bs. 

The best achiever this 
year was Jamie Miller, 


who lost nearly 14 per 
cent of his original body 
weight; he was rewarded 
with a luncheon voucher 
for two people, generous¬ 
ly donated by The New 
York Deli in Cardiff. 

The final weigh-in 
saw Ade Hawkins 
pushed into third place 
by Mags Vecchi with 
over 10 per cent total 
weight loss. 

She received a vouch¬ 
er for two people to enjoy 
Sunday dinner at the golf 
club, kindly donated by 
Leanne. 

Rupert is always look¬ 
ing out for new ‘foster 
families’ so if you’d like 
to lose some weight, 
come along to RAF St 
Athan Golf Club and 
become an elite member 
of The Fat Club. 

The first class in 2012 
will be held on Tuesday, 
January 3, at 7pm. For 
further information, tele¬ 
phone 01446 796901. 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 


Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 


Please check 
your pets vaccine 
card for their booster due dates 


•fiW 



We wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 


North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 



Seasons would like to wish all our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


H: . : Finr. . 

^ a,p.M f.ikf 

MOlil Ir |ir\vit ||iiif I: ^ 

?r I vn lint Ml v. ^ 

rciind^k^xit. itsl nit Am*jnr 

RivJi Am- fiilliiu tin 

0»tl\ 1 ’iii»i;ili' li rt I'IuMh 

Vii I*,'- Ml Aflliiii IJ* II A NifP i 

SL•.lS 4 J^^, Lrii: 'f,' 10 , Pun v Lori 

3rSrM.|i.T|vn l|v|i.|wt|ij' 

Hr dfirnd (.112 w 

Tel: 016S6 72H99 


www.SeasonsChristmasOutlet.co.uk 


Opening Times 


28th, 29th 6( Both 

Decemhef - 10am • 5pm 

New Years Eve & 

New Years Day - Closed 

Then Back Open 
Brd January 20t1 


«( 

^ ■ 

• 

4 

WE ARE 
HERE! 

r 







1 _ 


i "Simons 

^ ^ CeirfiK- & ChrifiituK OuiUi 


PROBABLY WALES' LARGEST 
CHRISTMAS STORE 


UP TO 




HURRY DON’T MISS OUT! 
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Christmas - things may get a bit hectic, but 
it makes the good times all the more special 


by PHILIP IRWIN 




A Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New 
Year to all the 
constituents in Illtyd Ward 



From Councillors 
Janice Charles, Anthony Hampton 
and Emlyn Williams 


% 




I N the 1970s, no 
variety show 
would be com¬ 
plete without a 
plate-spinning act 
- a standard part 
of any juggler’s 
repertoire. 

He would set up 
around a dozen poles, 
and start a plate spin¬ 
ning on each one. 

Of course, by the 
time he set the last one 
spinning, the first 
would have lost 
momentum and be 
about to fall, so the act 



consisted of the juggler 
sprinting back and fore, 
as one plate after anoth¬ 
er looked ready to drop. 

It’s hard not to see 
Christmas in the same 
light, sometimes, when 
it comes to getting 
ready for the big day. 

It might be your own 
fault - because you left 
the shopping too late - 
and then forgot how 
long it would take to 
wrap the presents. 

On the other hand, 
you might be the one 
(usually mum!) who 
has to take on the task 
of preparing a 
Christmas dinner - 
made more difficult 
now that Jamie Oliver 
and his fellow chefs 
claim that your meal is 
not complete unless 
your roast poatoes have 
been seasoned with 
Mexican garlic and 
Sumatran coriander. 

What is more, there 
is always the nagging 
feeling that you have 
forgotten something - a 
present for a nephew, 
perhaps, or the advocaat 
for an aunt’s Christmas 
snowball! 

There is, of coure, no 
way round this prob¬ 
lem. The only solution 
is to remind yourself to 


enjoy the aftermath. 

When you get 
stressed - look forward 
to something you can 
savour - whether that is 


a bracing walk with 
friends, the chance to 
spend time with family, 
or the Doctor Who 
Christmas special. 


LLANTWIT 

FIRST 

INDEPENDENTS 


Wish all their 
constituents 
compliments of the 
season and a healthy, 
happy new year. 




^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


Vale of Glamorgan 

Labour Party 

Would like to wish 
the Community a 
Very Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful 
New Year! 




Labour Assembly Member 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 


Jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

www.janehutt.co.uk 

( 01446 ) 740981 

Regular surgeries held 
throughout the Vale 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREE Y BARRI 
The Town Mayor of 
Barry, Councillor 

Bronwen Brooks 
and members of 
the Town Council 

Send (greetings to the 
dbions-peopteaf^arrij 
together zdth sincere iihshes for 
Skedth, Stappiness cind (Prosperity 
for Christmas 



Peace and Goodwill at Christmas time 




From 

RICHARD 

BERTIN 


indspendant Councillor for 
Barry Court Ward 


A 


01446-736227 - wvvw ridiardberliri corn 


For most people. Savour every 

there will be time moment of that ‘down- 

between the big day time’ because real life 

and the New Year to is just around the cor- 
wind down. ner! 



ta 


I.lanttoit iHlajor 
Coton Coundl 

Councillor 
Eddie Williams, 

Town Mayor and 
all Town Councillors 
wish Llantwit Major 
residents and visitors 
a Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 2012 


a jBiiS BAiBIES toB 

DOCKVIEW ROAD, BARRY 

YOUR LOCAL MILKMAN 

Supplying all grades of milk, including 
Organic, Soya and Goats’Milk. 

Serving the People of Barry, 
Sully, Dinas Powys and Rhoose 

I We 'Would to zuish ait our 

Customers a Venj tMerry Christmas m 
and a ^Prosperous 9feiu fear I 



Welsh 

Conservatives 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Conservative Association 

wish the residents of the Vale 

A Very Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year 



Vale of Glamorgan Council extends 
Seasons Greetings to all 
residents of the Vale of Glamorgan. 


iHerrp CIjrisitmag anJ) 
a ?|appp J^eh) ^ear 

Mae'r Cynghorydd 
John Clifford 

Faer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn estyn 
Cyfarchion yr Wyl i holl drigolion y Fro. 

J^abolig Hlatocn a 
phnpbbpn J^etupbb ®ba 
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Seasons Greetings 



BAMORGANIW 

superb home cooked foot 
at sensible prices! 


Delicious 
Christmas Roast 
^Only £7.50 jJ 


7 ABERTHIN ^ 

f Now even cosier ... Dine and unwind 
with the glow of our new log fire! 

Wishing all our customers 
- from 

V Mike, Ann & all the staff 


^ Bridgend Festivals 
ffljCommittee is a non profit making t 
voluntary organisation who organise 
- events within Bridgend Town Centre.'^ 
For details contact: 

' Jhe Festivals Office, Cambria House, * 
^ Wyndham Street, Bridgend. CF31 lED^. 
AEmail: king-barry@btconnect.coM 
Tel: 01656 661338 J/T 
^Mflpbile: 07976 43D086i^ 


### 

# # 

#« 

^ GROVE ESTATES f 

' Would like to Wish ‘ 

All Our Clients, Past & Present 
A Very Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year 


174 Holton Road ‘ 
Barry \ 

Vale of Glamorgan ’ 
CF63 4HN * 


' 01446 747474 
; sales@e-grove.co.uk 
) www.e-grove.co.uk 


donated WJATay/o, 

Gaskell & Walker 


SOLICITORS 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal 
services including: ^ 

Conveyancing - Residental ^ 
Commercial & Home Information PacksBp 

(Free written quotations on request) <Sa 

Tel (01446) 772212 
Fax ( 014^)773 921 

COWBRIDGE 


LALES iREAL EOOD ^REAL EM 


Donation by 

Geoff Brown 
Modem Decorations 

Curtains, valances, Venetian, 
vertical, roller & roman blinds 
FREE ESTIMATES 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL OUR CLIENTS 
Tel: 01446 739174 

or 

07718 536838 

ywww.moderndecorations.co.uk> 




HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all our customers 


'<5V 


Euro 

Specialists 


Permoveo 
0800 033 7807 


www.permoveo.ltd.uk 


★ Wishing you all the ^ fj 

Warmth and Happiness 
k of the Christmas Season 

SW 01446722-888 



Christmas Hours: 
Christmas Eve 9am-2pm 
Re-opening Wednesday 

4th January ^ \ | 


Nick & Ben wish to extend their 
thanks to all their customers... 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR 




B&KBtnr 


BRIDGEND 
: SAMARITANS ' 

'WHATEVER YOU ARE GOING THROUGH, 
WE WILL GO THROUGH IT WITH YOU' 

24/7 EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

01656 662333 or 0S4S7 909090 

Open for visiting 11.00ani-9.00pni 
2 Green Street, BRIDGEND. CF311HF 
e-mail: 

|o@samaritans.org 



The J/ion 


Phil and the team @ the Red 
wish all their customers/friends 
compliments of the season 
and a healthy, happy new year! 




01446 781208 





<6 microchij 




.^jYAasWishi 


^ - WELCOME 

B Beginners & 

JM experienced 

MM J golfers alike 

INiiic- hAvk- lAiy & p^y public 
aB --^'e3tbier,A|nlLt dri'vlng rnoi^ 

★ PO A bniHl & siwfj ^ 
EXCELLENT VALUE ★ 
★ Weekdays: 9 holes £6,18 holes £9 
Weekends and Bank Holidays: ^ 
^ Prices retained. . 

Tel: 01656 647926 


\)onated by 
Vale of 
^Glamorgan Councillors^ 


^ Sally Bagstaff, ^ 
«Eric Hacker and ’A" 
Gwyn John 


wish everyone a very 
Happy Christnias and a 
heathy, prosperous 
New Year 


Scout post success 


T his 

Christmas, 
the Scout 

post has been a big 
success and all 
cards will have 
been delivered. 

The Cowbridge area 
covers not just the town 
and Llanblethian, but 
also the local villages 
from Treoes to 
Llantrithyd. 

This year more than 
40 Scout families and 
friends have helped, and 
without them the whole 


scheme would not be 
possible. 

A huge thank you 
must go to our outlets in 
the town, who not only 
sell the vast majority of 
the stamps, but also pro¬ 
vide space for the post 
boxes. 

I hope all of you who 
have used the Scout post 
this year are satisfied 
with the deliveries, and 
will use it again next 
year. 

David Weber, 
Llanblethian 
(unit assistant) 


OLIVER AND WILL STAR 
IN NEW YEAR’S DAY SHOW 


TWO brothers from Dinas Powys are to star in 
the BBC show Copycats on New Year’s Day. 

Oliver Turner (13) and his brother Will (12) 
who attend screen acting classes at Ferris 
Entertainments in Penarth, were chosen by pro¬ 
ducers to audition for the BBC show. 

Not only were Oliver and Will successful at 
their first ever audition, having been coached in 
audition technique by Peter Ferris at the 
Penarth classes, they went on to appear in the 
programme. 

They were so good that they got the highest 
score ever in one of the sections of the show 
‘The Ballroom’ - but you’ll have to wait until 
January 1 to see whether they won... 


Oliver said: “We had to go up to BBC 
Scotland to film the show, and although it was 
mad being on a set, we were okay with the cam¬ 
eras because we had already worked on camera 
with Peter at the classes.” 

Will said: “It was great meeting Mark and 
Sam, the hosts. They were great fun and had 
their picture taken with us and our family.” 

The show will be broadcast on BBC on 
January 1 at 8.15am. 

RIGHT: Keep an eye out for Oliver 
and Will on New Year’s Day when they 
appear in the BBC show Copycats. 




_ J 
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EASONS 



Plan your 2012 Marketing HOW - through the Christmas break. 
Get it right first time - use your money wiseiy and 
put thought into promoting your company. 


REETINGS 

from your local businesses 
and Tlie 


Sharon & Andrew Staples of 

Bonny Tiler 

Llantwit Major 

would like to say a special H I 

■ 


Happy Christmas to all their 
friends and customers in the Vale. 

01446 796582 / 07854168459 


Why not place an advert in 
the GEM during 2012 
and see how the power of 
advertising can work for you. 

We are just a phone call or e-mail away 

call Eileen on 01446 774484 

or e-mail gem5ales@interneModay.co.uk 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Ray Neate Tel: 07974 221 767 
or 01446 793 778 

Seasons greetings to all our pupils 


C.R. Jose 

Chimney Sweep 

Est. 1965 

HETAS Registered 

would like to wish all his customers 
a very Happy Christmas 

01446 792735 


LLANTWIT CARS 

send Seasons Greetings 
to all their customers 

01446 794545 

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE 

Prestige 4, 6 & 8 seater vehicles all fully seat belted I 
Wh( ■ ■ • . ^ 


leelchair accessible vehicles available 




MOTORSERVICES 




k 


would like to wish all their 
customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy new year 


Unit 4 • Heritage Business Park 
Wick Road • Llantwit Major • CF61 I YU 
OPEN HOURS: 8.30 till 5.30 Mon - Fri 


5|1 


IN 


GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
BARRY TEST CENTRE NOW OPEN 



|GRAB 'ir PLAN 

T HIRE Ltd 1 

1 Would like to wish all 

1 their customers in the 

1 Vale a Very Merry 

1 Christmas and a 

1 Happy New Year 

01446 700535 

1 318 Vale Enterprise 

1 Centre, Sully 

J- 



iD.B.FRANCISLtd 

would like to wish all their 
customers in the Vale 
a Very Merry Christmas 
■freephone 0800 298 1045 
iTel: 01446 771112 Fax: 014467711751^ 


RJ.T 



PLASTERING & 
GENERAL BUILDING 


Would like to wish all 
their customers a 
Very happy Christmas 


01446 713737 07920195775 



D. WILLIAMS 

(Coal Haulage) Ltd iPJ 

Grade 1 Best Quality House 
Coal and Solid Fuel 
Free Delivery to surrounding areas 
Pre-Packed Fuel delivered to your door 

Tel: 01656 890624 



DAVE REFFELL 

Electrical Services I 
Seasons greetings \ 
to all 

our customers 

01446 751743 or 07743 500149 | 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


S.M. Vaughan U 

. ^1 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 
Sends Seasons Greetings 
to all their customers 230141 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 


X [^School of MotoringlM H MASONWISE BUILDERS 


would like to wish a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
to all their customers 


07791 940045 




Green Futurel 

LANDSCAPES 

Rob and the team would like 
I to wish all their customers^ old and \ 
new, a Very Happy Christmas 


01446 773220 • 07828 100516 


Reasons (Greetings 

South Wales 
Decorating Company* 

Fully Qualified 
and Insured 
Interior and Exterior 
Wallpaper Specialist 

01446 751952 
07841 658002 

www.swdecorating.co.uk 




would like to thank all their customers 
and wish them a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

•S BARRY 742928 


David, Phil & Big Joe of 

I DB DECORATION Ltd I 

I (Interior and Exterior Decorators) 
would like to wish all their customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

St Athan 01446 750256 
Mobile: 07811 317954 | 

STEVE AIREY I 

^ DECORATING SERVICES 

would like to wish all his 
customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year I 

01 446 795520 or 07891 768151 f 

ILAlTTO Services I 

I Domestic, Commercial, Electrical Installations! 
] Fire Alarms, Design, Installation, Maintenance f 

I “Merry Christmas to J 

all our customers” X 

Mobile 07980 712777/ 


Dave Hartley of 

plumtree 

_ GARDEN SERVICES 

would like to wish all his customers a | 

Very Merry Christmas 
01446 795433 07904 146288 




lIlUPlMi 


COMMERCIAL, 

DOMESTIC 

CLEANING 

Would like to wish 
all their customers a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year 

& IRONING 
SERVICES 

07999 
257 421 




^acd 0^ * 

VgiE CARPETS 

would like to wish all his customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

Tel: Paul Wright 

01446 751152/07811 092477 [ 


CARPENTRY 


would like to wish all his customers 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Telephone: 07749 617322 


101446 4048^ 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 

Would like to wish a Merry 
Christmas to all thier customers 

TELE-ELECTRICAL 
^SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in 
TV, Video, DVD & Audio 
I Wishing everyone a Very Merry Christmas I 
iTel: (01656) 654156 or 07792 887835^ 


Reasons (©reelings 





^ ROZ COUZENS M.iiistCh.p.Hpc 

7T CHIROPODIST 


Compliments 
of the season 
and a Happy 
New Year to all 
our customers 
and friends 

Commercial Street 
LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 IRB 

01446 793040 
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News from the Penarth 
and District Ramblers 

Stroll through the 
rural Vale recalls 
snippets of history 


ON a crisp, wintry 
morning, which 
later developed into 
a lovely clear, still 
day that was perfect 
for walking, five 
members joined 
leader Rachel in the 
Llantwit Major 
area. 

Crossing the Windmill 
playing fields, the group 
headed towards Great 
Frampton, once a fine 
manor house that was 
destroyed by fire during 
the 1990s, and the name 
is believed to be derived 
from Adam De Francton, 
an English knight who 
killed Llewellyn, the last 
Prince of Wales. 

Crossing fields in a 
northerly direction, it 
was good to note the 
repair work that had been 
carried out on one partic¬ 
ular stile that was previ¬ 
ously in a shocking state 
before they reached 
Sigingstone (or 

Sigginstone). 

In the village there is a 
memorial plaque dedicat¬ 
ed in 1990 for the 40th 
anniversary of the horrif¬ 
ic Llandow air disaster. 

On March 12, 1950, 
an Avro Tudor V took off 
from Dublin on a private 
passenger flight to 
Llandow following a trip 
to Belfast for the Live 
Nations rugby match 
between Wales and 
Ireland. The plane 
crashed near Sigingstone, 
killing 80 people, with 
only three survivors. 

The group joined a 
lovely old green lane 
with lush grass and fine 
moss in front of cottages 
near the Victoria Inn and 
crossed fields, passing 
the reservoir to reach 
Wilton Larm. Crossing 
the lane they continued 
through fields towards 
Nash Manor, which was 
a Benedictine Grange 
during the 12th century. 


SHADOW trans¬ 
port minister, Byron 
Davies, has wel¬ 
comed news that 
Assembly 
Government fund¬ 
ing means work can 
start on raising the 
headroom at a rail¬ 
way bridge near 
North Cornelly. 

Mr Davies, who is a 
Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for south 
Wales west, said that 
because of this low 
bridge, high-sided lorries 
visiting the Kenfig 
Industrial Estate had 
been unable to get to the 
site directly from the M4 
at Margam. 

“Instead, they have had 
to leave the motorway at 
Pyle and travel through 
North Comelly in order 


After King Henry 
VI11 broke off relations 
with Rome, following his 
divorce from Catherine 
of Aragon, he gave Nash 
Manor to Sir Edward 
Came, who had been in 
his service and this 
remained Came family 
property until 1951. 

By now, the group had 
encountered some very 
impressive mud and, 
turning northeast, they 
followed paths beside the 
Lactory Brook which, 
with its various springs, 
is always damp. 

Carefully avoiding a 
magnificent bull, cows 
and calves, the group 
tackled some awkward 
stiles, eventually reach¬ 
ing Llanblethian, where 
the village church is ded¬ 
icated to St John the 
Baptist. 

In 1477, the impres¬ 
sive tower was built and 
was reputedly a gift from 
Anne Neville, wife of 
Richard III. 

At the junction of 
Causeway Hill and 
Lactory Road lies the 
ford and footbridge by 
the old wool factory, 
where the water was a 
major factor to wash the 
fleeces clean before the 
combing and spinning 
processes. 

Wool and lace making, 
based at Piccadilly in the 
village, was a thriving 
industry and the name 
may derive from a tailor 
called Robert Baker who 
had a shop in London 
making and selling pic- 
cadills, stiff collars with 
scalloped edges and 
broad lace borders. 

After making his for¬ 
tune, he built a house in 
open country outside 
London and named it 
Piccadilly House. 

Next, the group jour¬ 
neyed on to Llandough, 
where the remains of a 
14th century fortified 
manor stand, and just 
outside the village they 


to by-pass the bridge,” he 
pointed out. 

“Villagers have had to 
put up with heavy lorries 
thundering past their 
homes for years. But, 
thankfully, all that is to 
end soon.” 

Neath Port Talbot 
Council has received 
funding of £850,000 
from the Welsh 
Government to lower the 
road beneath the bridge 
so that lorries will be able 
to get under it. 

Work starts in January. 

“This scheme, which 
includes changes to traf¬ 
fic flow by the bridge, 
will also boost the indus¬ 
trial estate and make it 
more attractive to incom¬ 
ing businesses,” added 
Mr Davies, who is also 
Shadow Minister for 
Regeneration. “This will 
be money well spent.” 


stopped for lunch watch¬ 
ing dark clouds deposit¬ 
ing rainfall on Barry 
while they remained dry. 

Passing through an old 
quarry and yet more 
squelching mud they 
moved on to 
Llanmihangel, where 
Plas Llanmihangel, once 
a fortified manor, stands 
on rising ground over¬ 
looking the church, 
which was built in the 
mid 13th century to serv¬ 
ice the owners and estate 
workers. 

Their return was made 
through open fields and 
back to Llanmaes by way 
of one of the many dis¬ 
used airfield tracks in the 
area for the short trek 
back to their start point in 
Llantwit Major. 

On December 24, 
meet at 9am at the Barry 
Waterfront for an eight- 
mile moderate walk in 
the St Donats area; con¬ 
tact Rachel on 01446 
410545. 

If you do not have a 
programme and wish to 
access the groups ’ walks 
over Christmas and New 
Year, enter Penarth and 
District Ramblers into 
your search engine or for 
a selection of seasonal 
walks access www.ram- 
blers.org.uk/winterwalks. 

Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD. 

‘Work with 
local 

businesses’ 
COUNCIL 
IS URGED 

THE Vale Council 
has been urged by 
Barry councillor 
Rob Curtis to work 
with local business¬ 
es to create more 
apprenticeships for 
young people. 

He requested a report 
investigating how the 
council “can create, with 
the help of our partners, 
more local apprentice¬ 
ships for the benefit of 
our young people.” 

It is due to go before 
the economy and envi¬ 
ronment scrutiny com¬ 
mittee at its meeting 
early in January. 

The Labour councillor 
for the Gibbonsdown 
ward said: “I want the 
council to lead the way 
in creating more appren¬ 
ticeships but more 
importantly, I want us to 
work with local busi¬ 
nesses so that together 
we can really make a 
difference. 

“Putting young people 
on the dole is not just a 
waste of talent, but a 
waste of money too.” 


Work to raise low 
bridge welcomed 



Year-10 pupils show 
prowess on one of the tents purchased 
with a recent donation. From right: 

Aberthaw Power Station production 
manager, Andy Harrison, teachers 
Mr Biggs and Mr Smith, with deputy 
head Mr Davis and year-10 pupils. 


Bronze award hopefuls 
get £1,500 power boost 


A DONATION of £1,500 from 
Aberthaw Power Station has 
secured a dry expedition for 
Cowbridge Comprehensive year- 
10 pupils seeking to achieve the 
bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. 

Teacher Mr Biggs, who co-ordinates the 


bronze scheme at the school, said: “We are 
so pleased with the donation that we 
received. We have been able to purchase 
10 tents.” 

“It is such a great opportunity for per¬ 
sonal development,” said Andy Harrison, 
Aberthaw Power Station production man¬ 
ager. 

“Our charity committee is very proud to 
support local youngsters who are able to 


participate in the variety of life skills and 
character forming activities that the Duke 
of Edinburgh scheme can give.” 

Deputy head Mr Davis added that the 
school is fortunate that the teachers who 
volunteer to run the extra-curricula activity 
are so committed and generous with their 
time, to ensure pupils get the maximum 
benefit from their involvement. 


LEFT: 
Jane Hutt 
AM is 
flanked by 
Mr Cook 
and Mrs 
Haggard. 


Robins Lane residents 
tell AM of concerns 



THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, has met 
Robins Lane residents to discuss 
their concerns about the impact of 
future building plans, in the light 
of flooding incidents, and the lack 
of adequate drainage. 

As recently as November 3, 


heavy rain took local residents back 
to the 2007 major floods, as the 
water rose in the street. 

The AM is taking this up with 
planning officers and visible servic¬ 
es at the Vale Council. 


‘Watch out for horse 
riders on the road’ 


- DRIVERS ARE URGED 



ABOVE: (left to right): 

Coun Rhodri Traherne, Alun Cairns MP, cam¬ 
paigners - Sian Vesey, Viv Pritchard, Sue Lewis, 
Michelle Powell and 
Transport Minister, Mike Penning MP. 


DINAS POWYS 
campaigners have 
met Mike Penning 
MP, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of 
State for Transport 
and Vale MP Alun 
Cairns - to discuss 
their concerns about 
drivers’ awareness 
of horses and riders 
on the road. 

They raised the issue 
of road safety with the 
Minister during his 
recent visit to Barry 
and are pressing for 
learners and other 
motorists to be 
reminded of the need 
to overtake animals 
safely. 

Mr Cairns said: 

“One of the Vale’s 
best-kept secrets is that 
there are more horses 
and ponies here than 


cattle. 

“To make sure the 
Vale continues to be a 
great place for all to 
enjoy, it’s vital that 
drivers and riders are 
reminded of the care 
they should take on 
our roads.” 


Mike Penning 
added: “I shall be 
looking further into the 
data surrounding inci¬ 
dents with ponies and 
horses on our roads 
across the Vale and the 
UK.” 


Artist (95) has 


a special cake! 



Charles Byrd enjoys tea and birthday cake 
at the Mayor’s Parlour. 


WELSH artist 
Charles Byrd was 
recently invited by 
the Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
Coun John Clifford, 
to the Town Hall, 
Barry, to celebrate 
his 95th birthday 
with tea and birth¬ 
day cake in the 
Mayor’s Parlour. 

He was born in 
Pontypridd in 1916, 
trained as an engineer, 
but became a full time 
artist in 1950. 

Throughout the 1950s 
and early 1960s, his work 
was typified by paintings 


depicting scenes of 
everyday life in and 
around Cardiff, where he 
has lived and worked all 
his life. 

During the 1960s, he 
experimented with 
abstract themes, eventu¬ 
ally moving into kinetic 
sculpture, for which he is 
probably best known. 

His work is represent¬ 
ed in many public collec¬ 
tions throughout Wales 
and beyond. 

His machine entitled 
“A Maquette for a 
Luturistic Tower” and 
one of his abstract paint¬ 
ings are on display in the 
County Library, Barry. 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE NEWS 

THE latest results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club are as follows: 

Tuesday, December 6. Joint first (58.85 per 
cent) - Jane Brook and Denis Mottram, and 
Betty Lewis and Mark Roderick. 

In third were Kay Dyer and Mike Close on 
56.77 per cent. Helen Jordan and Judith Owen 
won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information, telephone 01446 733425. 
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SEA VIEW LADS ENJOY A BUSY 
(AND FRUITFUL) END TO YEAR 


Darren’s 
conger is the 
big catch! 


The past months have 
been memorable with 
members enjoying 
some great catches 
and some even better 
craic. 

At the end of October 
we fished for the prized 
Bert Peterson trophy, a 
cracking day weather 
wise with lots of support 
from the club members 
which ensured that a 
good day was had by all. 

A total of 28 members 
fished this competition 
with about half of them 
weighing in. Fish of note 


BRIDGEND’S 
Cameron Davies 
has received a early 
Christmas present 
this year with the 
long awaited 

arrival of his 
acceptance letter 
for the Tae Kwon 
Do Team GB. 

The team trials are 
being held at the newly 
completed Tae Kwon Do 
academy at sport city 


included a sole of 11b 
lOoz for P. Coles and a 
ling of 31b 5oz and bull 
huss of 31b 14oz for 
Andy Page. 

A large portion of 
members went on the 
annual trip to the 
Canaries and were 
rewarded with typical 
warm weather and hos¬ 
pitality. All anglers 
fished hard throughout 
the week, many taking 
advantage of the cover 
of darkness to try their 
luck. 

It was a testament of 
the dedication of our 


Manchester. Cowbridge 
instructor Simon 

Griffiths agrees that this 
is a terrific opportunity 
for Cameron’s profile to 
be raised not only in the 
Vale but onto the larger 
world stage. 

With this fast track 
development programme 
now in place, one of 
Great Britain’s most 
exciting Olympic sport 
opportunities is available 
here in Wales. 


members to see so many 
returning to the digs 
after a session lasting 
well into the early hours, 
often bumping into oth¬ 
ers on their way out to 
catch the first light of 
dawn! 

Best fish landed must 
be ICA’s Monkfish of 
around 401b along with 
some very good Bream 
landed by several of the 
others. 

At an open match 
fished at Barry for char¬ 
ity, members took top 
places as well as raising 
funds for a worthy cause 
- well done Aida! 

On November 27, to 
end the month in style, 
more than 30 anglers 
fished the first leg of our 
annual Christmas com¬ 
petition. November 
ended just as October 
did with excellent 
weather making the day 
extra special and some 
good catches did justice 
to the event. 

Few whiting and only 
a solo cod showed up 
but the ‘summer’ species 
were in plentiful supply 
with double figure rays 
plus bags of dogs and 
eels which ensured 
anglers caught plenty. 

As well as club 


points, we fished for the 
Wyndham Page Trophy 
and while the Cup was 
lifted by Gary Morgan 
with more than 261b of 
fish, Wyndham would 
no doubt have been 
amused to see his son 
Andy win more than £30 
with a poor cod weigh¬ 
ing in at just 6oz! 

The second leg of the 
Christmas competition 
fished on December 18 
was again well support¬ 
ed and despite the 
appalling recent weather 
we had sunshine and 
clear skies, albeit with a 
wintry chill. Whiting 
made up most bags 
although two cod were 
caught, the best being an 
excellent fish of over 81b 
caught by Gerald 
Spiteri. 

Micky Langford won 
on the day with a catch 
made up largely of whit¬ 
ing with Glynn Warners 
and Johnny Jones on his 
tail, Glynn also landing 
a 41b codling. 

Glynn’s son Nathan 
and Gerald Spiteri ended 
up in the points and 
Micky won the 
Christmas competition 
overall, having done 
well in the first leg. He 
also won the Eddie Frost 


Trophy. 

Big thanks you to all 
the members who have 
supported the club and 
especially to those that 
have put themselves out 
as club officers, tour 
agents and representa¬ 
tives at our many events 
and trips. 2011 has been 
a tremendous year with 
no end of trips, competi¬ 
tions, excellent catches 
and good company! 
RESULTS: 

Bert Peterson Memorial 
Trophy Sunday 30th 
October 

1st Lucky Lougher 
211b 06.5OZ 

2nd Steve Doble 
111b lloz 

3rd Paul Coles 

081b lloz 

4th Andy Page 

081b 07oz 

5th B.J. Dawes 

081b 05oz 

6th Richard Bond 
071b 15oz 

Nominated Species 
Pouting lib lOoz 

Tworods Morgan 
NOVEMBER 6 COM¬ 
PETITION: 

1st Ada Harris 131b 04oz 
2nd Micky Langford 
111b 06oz 

3rd John Jones 081b 
08oz 

4th Steve Hinder 04LB 


03oz 

5th Paul Crook 021b 
02oz 

6th Gerald Spiteri 011b 
Oloz 

NOVEMBER 13 COM¬ 
PETITION: 

1st Gary Morgan 261b 
lOoz 

2nd Kev Gardener 141b 
12oz 

3rd Lucky Lougher 101b 
04.5oz 

4th Roy Harding 081b 
OOoz 

5th John Jones 031b 
03oz 

6th Wayne Taylor 021b 
08oz 

7th Ada Harris 011b 
15oz 

Fish of note included 
Kev Gardener (121b 
04oz blonde ray) and 
Gary Morgan (111b 08oz 
and 111b 02oz small 
eyed rays). 

NOVEMBER 20 COM¬ 
PETITION: 

1st A Harris I41b lOoz 
2nd S Doble 21b loz 
3rd L Thomson 21b Ooz 
4th T Williams lib 8 oz 
5th P Crook lOoz 
5th T Gwyther lOoz 
Well done Ada for win¬ 
ning the open; G John 
was second and Ray 
Cristo third. 

JC 


A TOTAL OF 23 
Dow Corning Sea 
Anglers fished Cold 
Knap and 

Porthkerry in their 
annual Christmas 
event. 

Conditions were atro¬ 
cious at times, with 
strong winds and heavy 
downpours but anglers 
don’t worry about the 
weather, as long as the 
fish are biting. 

At the end of the 
match, 20 hardy fisher¬ 
men brought fish to the 
scales and top man on 
the night was Darren 
Stevens, who caught an 
81b 14oz conger and had 
a final weight of 101b 
2oz. He caught the fish 
on high water from 
Porthkerry and his name 
will now go in the Dow 
hall of fame of 
Christmas winners. 

The majority of the 
fish caught were dogfish 
and whiting, with a few 
weighing well over the 
pound mark. 

The rest of the top 10 
were as follows: Second 
was Dow stalwart Dave 
West with 61b 6oz; third, 
Vince Sjodin with 51b 
9oz (he also won the 


shore league); fourth, BJ 
Dawe, 41b lOoz; fifth, 
Lee Byrnes, 41b 6oz; 
sixth, John Little, 41b 
loz; seventh. Matt West, 
41b; eighth, Daniel 
Crump, 31b lOoz, ninth, 
Gareth Griffiths, 31b 6oz 
and 10th was Nigel 
Thompson with 21b 5oz. 

The boat league has 
one more trip, with 
Vince well out in front of 
the chasing pack. There 
is an AGM at Gordon 
Bennett’s (skittle alley) 
on Friday, December 10 
at 7.30pm. New mem¬ 
bers are welcome, call 
John on 07792 605 640. 

Finally, a big thank 
you to all involved with 
the charity open, from 
fishermen to raffle buy¬ 
ers, and to all who donat¬ 
ed prizes. £1,600 was 
raised for Ashgrove 
School in Penarth. 

JOHN LITTLE 


Send us your 
match reports - 
email 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


Cameron on 
Olympic trail 
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WE WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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...and Santa’s been to Central Park, too 


Photographs by 

ANDY WICKS 

A Santa’s Grotto was held at Central Park 
in Barry recently. 

As you can see from Andy Wicks’ photos, there 
was lots of excitement including ice sculpting, a 
snowman, and children promising Santa that 
they had been good for a whole year! 



The ice 
man 
cometh! 



Ysgol Sant 
Curig’s fair 
raises £1,000 



ABOVE: Sion Corn welcomed the 


children in his grotto. 

CHILDREN met Father Christmas/Sion 
Corn in his very own ‘winter wonderland 
grotto’ at Ysgol Sant Curig. 

Stalls included nail painting, glitter tattoos, face 
painting and games. 

Prizes were donated by local companies and 
businesses in the Barry and Cardiff area. 

The day raised an estimated £1,000 to help fund 
books for children, nursery up to year-6, play areas 
and equipment and communal areas outside the 
school. TL 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
LEWIS STREET (PART), CASTLE STREET 
(PART) AND GLAMORGAN STREET (PART), 
BARRY - PROPOSED DISABLED 
PERSONS PARKING PLACES AND 
AMENDMENTTO EXISTING NO WAITING AT 
ANYTIME ORDER 2011 

1. On the 16th December 2011 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in 
exercise of its powers under Sections 1,2, 45, 46 and 53 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) and all other enabling powers 
made an Order the general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 3rd January 2012 or the date 
the necessary signs / road markings are in place, whichever is the later 
and may be cited as "The Vale of Glamorgan Council Lewis Street 
(Part), Castle Street (Part) and Glamorgan Street (Part), Barry- 
Proposed Disabled Persons Parking Places and Amendment to 
Existing No Waiting At Any Time Order 2011 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be 
seen at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions 
contained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers 
conferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of 
the same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied 
with in relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 3rd 
January 2012 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 

Disabled Persons Parking Places 

Lewis Street 

On its north side from a point 7 metres west of its junction with Park 
Crescent, for a distance of 6.6 metres west. 

Castle Street 

On its north side from a point 7 metres west of its junction with Park 
Crescent, for a distance of 6.6 metres west. 

Glamorgan Street 

On its north side from a point 7 metres west of its junction with Park 
Crescent, for a distance of 6.6 metres west. 

The Borough of Barry (Various Roads) (No 1) 
(Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting) Order 1971, 
ref TRO 566 is to be amended as follows: 

Delete paragraph 11 of the Schedule relating to Lewis Street and 
replace with the following: 

Lewis Street 

On its north side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 7 
metres west. 

On its south side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 12 
metres west. 

Delete paragraph 13 of the Schedule relating to Castle Street and 
replace with the following: 

Castle Street 

On its north side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 7 
metres west. 

On its south side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 12 
metres west. 

Delete paragraph 15 of the Schedule relating to Glamorgan Street and 
replace with the following: 

Glamorgan Street 

On its north side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 7 
metres west. 

On its south side from its junction with Park Crescent for a distance of 12 
metres west. 

Dated this 22nd day of December 2011. 

M. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA 





CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2011 
GORCHYMYN MANNAU PARCIO 
ARFAETHEDIG AR GYFER POBL ANABL A 
NEWIDIADAU I ORCHYMYN PRESENNOL 
‘GWAHARDD AROS AR UNRHYW ADEG’ 
MEWN RHANNAU O LEWIS STREET, CASTLE 
STREET A GLAMORGAN STREET, Y BARRI 

1. Ar 16 Rhagfyr 2011, gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei 
bwerau o dan adrannau 1,2, 45, 46 a 53 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddi- 
wygiedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, Orchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a 
ddisgrifir yn yr Atodlenni isod. 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 3 lonawr 2012 neu ar y dyddiad y bydd yr 
anwyddion a’r marciau ffordd priodol yn barod (pa un bynnag a fo 
hwyraf). Gellir cyfeirio ato fel ‘Gorchymyn Mannau Parcio Arfaethedig ar 
gyfer PobI AnabI a Newidiadau i Orchymyn presennol ‘Gwahardd Arcs ar 
unrhyw Adeg’ mewn Rhannau o Lewis Street, Castle Street a 
Glamorgan Street, Y Barri, Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 201T. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynllun sy’n dangos yr ardal dan 
sylw yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysnwydd y Gorchymyn, neu’i ddarpari- 
aethau am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, 
neu am y tybiwch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf 
uchod, neu un o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 3 lonawr 
2012 i wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

ATODLEN 

Mannau Parcio ar gyfer PobI AnabI 
Lewis Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o fan sy’n 7 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a Park 
Crescent, am 10 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Castle Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o fan sy’n 7 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a Park 
Crescent, am 10 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Glamorgan Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o fan sy’n 7 medr i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a Park 
Crescent, am 10 medr i gyfeiriad y gorllewin. 

Diwygier Gorchymyn (Gwahardd Aros a Chyfyngu ar 
Arcs) Bwrdeistref y Barri (Rhif 1) (Ffyrdd Amrywiol) 1971, 
cyf.TRO 566 fel a ganlyn: 

Dlleer paragraff 11 o’r atodlen sy’n trafod Lewis Street a rhoi’r canlynol 
yn ei le: 

Lewis Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 7 medr i gyfeiriad y 
gorllewin. 

Ar ei hochr ddeheuol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 12 medr i gyfeiriad 
y gorllewin. 

Dileer paragraff 13 o’r atodlen sy’n trafod Castle Street a rhoi’r canlynol 
yn ei le: 

Castle Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 7 medr i gyfeiriad y 
gorllewin. 

Ar ei hochr ddeheuol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 12 medr i gyfeiriad 
y gorllewin. 

Dileer paragraff 15 o’r atodlen sy’n trafod Glamorgan Street a rhoi’r can¬ 
lynol yn ei le: 

Glamorgan Street 

Ar ei hochr ogleddol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 7 medr i gyfeiriad y 
gorllewin. 

Ar ei hochr ddeheuol o’r gyffordd a Park Crescent am 12 medr i gyfeiriad 
y gorllewin. 

Dyddledig 22 Rhagfur 2011. 

M. Punter _C1 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy ^ J 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfeydd yr Alpau, / 

Gwenf6CF5 6AA - ■ ^ 
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TGn© 

LJ ^ Digital Aerials 
H ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
1-7 ^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 



of 

end 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


wvvw.onevislonltd.co.uk 




Barry Aerials 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 





Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

* Poor Reception Fixed 

* OAP Discounts 

* Additional TV Points 

F " * Diyital Aerial Installations 

* Free Home Visits 

_ • Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Cali us on 01446 439125 


soaaQciiacLigj ©©cpwa©©3 




Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 
Blin; 

Vertical Blinds 

kiCi'd'r 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 
7:01443776616 
M: 07815 730480 


WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND , 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlinneworks.conn 




BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 





BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


©®GDLlg)[Ilti©GP ©©C?\!7a©©S~~~22> §0^^^ 


Ef 


If its wood 
- we're 
very mi! 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling • Maintenance • Patios 

Call Peter 07749 617322 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

EtilSSiM 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


VfILE CfIRPETS 

cornea, to. (focc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tei: pQui Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or ofiBce 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 

cl^otol-lt^ 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 

Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


STADRE 

MINTING & 


pINSNA^^EXTERNAn 

I •QUALITYWORK I 

I • COMPETITIVE RATES I 

I » FREE QUOTATIONS | 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


Plan your 2ai2 
marketing with... 

■ irta; 

01446 774484 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




M I I I PAINTING & 

I L 1 I decorating 

SERVICES 
Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work 
undertaken. 
FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 






Christmas 

Vouchers 

Available 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
for total beginners 
Christmas 
Vouchers available 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 
CommerciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering f I 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


wiiNfOMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
^ VEKA member is^ recommended ^ ^ 
^ by Steve Davis ^ ^ ^ 

^ 0% FINANCE 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 

* IVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


FREE^ 

VERTICAL BLINDS | 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations OPEN ALL OYER 

Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! CHRISTMAS! 




Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

W Domestic 
I Installer 

i ' Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 




www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212.01656 648464.02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

1 Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 SAP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA 
CANDY-HOOVER 



ZANUSSI-INDESIT ^ I 

Freephone 

08000743388 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

® Bridgend 659354 j 07974 120082 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Sanne day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


(h§lCf“(il©DQ 


Fli 


Garden & 
Landscaping Services 




NATUTAI 


-.1 L 




APPROVED marshalls & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS I 


pallid driveways • Fados & waQs 
' • Ponds & water features 

rdens • De^gii Service^ Tree felling 


LOGS 

FOR 

SALE 


Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


IfllfflilRN 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 




RHusqvama 

MiPNiwv 




Eileen and all the 
GEM staff 
would like to wish their 
customers a very Happy 
Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year 


\ 




Bribce 

Vale V 
Tree Services' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


The c^i 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


01446 

774484 


The GK^ 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 


^QB]C0][^aGQg) ©OCfWa©©© 


ojmm 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2986518 
Barry 744117 


^ Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 
K 07966 035781 1975 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation /'' 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 -"'MS 

01446 740176 53440 


David Finney 

Cut and keep me for all your heating 
and plumbing needs across the Vale 
and Bridgend this winter 




'DCTlumbiriif 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0t444et}f?1 

orfomteto 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


O 

01446 

774484 


J P EDWA.REJIS 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 



Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns dBM 
Taps & Washers • Radiators N0. 5S4 


014^790127 07719 005S20 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



gZm Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I I F Combination Boiler Specialist 
P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 



All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 

Servicing 

302 /■ 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

^ & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 
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Blocked Drains?! 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

C ^AST^ C ^LI ABLg > C ^4/7^ 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation a At^ 

• CCTV surveys 01446 

• Slockaoes cleared i 

• Drain repairs 550098 


,iiiikr][^ioventi)D^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silvey roof i ng.co.uk 

t'-TT, 


i 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


f©Q©S)fti©[i 


The 

GEN 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Planning to start your 2012 
marketing? 

Call our team now for advice 
and help on how best to 
promote your business. 

01446 774484 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^ 






Cl 


Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


YCLE RE-USE 


Abacus 


SiV 


Hire 


Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



TfaQacDg] 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



BEST CHSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 





Avoid the cel- 
USEA&L! 



\ 

We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

ONLY^^ 
W licensed ^ 

f company ^ 

I Registered with 

1 theDVLAand 

V Environmental 
^ Agency in i 

Barry A 

we collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call US today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Pedigree Bengal 

KIHENS 

Fully vaccinated, 
registered and insured. 

01656 861067 

www.starwinds.co.uk 


DH Solutions 

Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT 
FROM YOUR HOME OR 
WORKPLACE, FLEXIBLE 
COLLECTION TIMES 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cash on colle ction 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 MINIMUM 
any vehicles 
pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries and 

Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! 
Open 24 hours. 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 



Many of our advertisers 
have used The GEM for 
years, This speaks voiumes. 
Some are iucky enough to 
have a great response by 
placing just one advert, 
but series advertising reaps 
regular business,.. 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT 
TO WIN IT" 

Call now - 01446 774484 


Plumbing 
& Heating 

testimonial 

riiave been advertising with The Gem 
for many to anv tradesperson 

;-°ro5&inessintheVaie. 

GEOFF MAUNDER 

Tel. 07815 097994 


I ■■■ 
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GEM 

Family 

Notices 




Jennifer Mary 
HISCOCK 

As we prepare for Christmas, our thoughts will be of you. 
You always made our Christmases the happiest we ever knew. 
We’ll hy our best to celebrate the birth of Christ our king, 
But in our hearts we realise we’ve lost our everything. 

Loving husband Phil and children. 

xxxxx 


1^ WILUAMS 

Desmond 

Peacefully on December 15 at his home in Llanmaes, 
after a long illness, Des, beloved husband of Dot, 
dearly loved father of Mandy and Shari, father-in- 
law of Adrian and Tim, much loved Grampie of 
Anna, Victoria, Luke, Emma and George. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday December 23, service 
1.15pm at Llanmaes Church followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to 
St Cattwgs Church, Llanmaes do J James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 



LLEWELLYN 

Eironwy 

Peacefully on December isth, Eironwy of 
Cowbridge, beloved wife of Lyn, dearly loved 
mother of Michaela, Sara and the late Timothy 
and Michael, loving grandmother of Alexander. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W James & Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday 
December 29th, service 2pm at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge followed by interment in Cowbridge 
Cemetery. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home 
or donations may be sent to Holme Tower 
Marie Curie Centre, Bridgeman Road, Penarth. 


JEWELL 

Ian 

Peacefully on 18th December, Ian loving father of Debbie, 
Salhe and Ian and grandpa to all his grandchildren. 

Sadly missed by all that knew him. 

Funeral Service at United Free Church Cowbridge 
on Thursday, 5th January 2012 at 11am followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. 

No flowers by request. 

REDRUP 

Edward John (Ted) 

Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on December 
19th, Ted aged 91 years, of Park Road, Barry. 
Dearly beloved husband of Betty, loved father of 
Jill and Elaine. A loving grandfather 
and great-grandfather. 

Private family service and committal at the 
Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. 
Enquiries to A.G. Adams & Son, Barry. 
01446 735128 







W A. Brown & Son 


Fiiiicnd Uirtvliir^ 


J t JUMrx a »4Jt *i * rvA 

* htfMCri pDv-fwvfmni pUatt • MciMraJ 


lUrirwit M.t|nr 01-146 792-IH9 

Q fc whr.*. .1..,- ^ 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 
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Fred & June McGrory 
Happy Golden Wedding 
Anniversary 

on 30th December 2011 
To a wonderful Mum and Dad. 
_We hope you have many more. 

^ /Lots of love, Annetta, Leighton, 
[ Claire, Melanie and Alex 


Big Bag Logs 

Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 



WOOD FOR SALE 



01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Quality seasoned, part 
seasoned and kiln dried. 
Moisture content below 25%. 

Clean, effective heat. 

Local South Wales Company. 


www.justwoodfuel.co.uk 







Aaron & Kirsty 


Ava Mai 

Born on 12 December 2011 
Weighing 7lbs 15oz 
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2008 08 

Ford KA Zetec 
Climate 1.3 

Blue, Petrol - Manual 
44,000 Miles. 

£2,995 

Tel: 07769 508517 


53 Reg 

Ford KA 1.2 

Silver, only 19,000 miles, 

12 months MoT, recently 
serviced, excellent 
condition, 2 lady owners 
from same family 

£1,995 

Tel: 01446 771788 


51 

1.0 Toyota Yaris 

Silver, one lady owner from 
new, 58,000 miles only, 
new MoT, taxed end of Feb 
12, excellent condition, 
no faults, xmas present? 

£1,350 ono 
01446 772465 


2002 BMW 530 
Diesel SE 

Silver, automatic, 68,000 
miles, MoT - April 2012, 
Tax - July 2012, full leather, 
excellent condition. 

£4,500 

Tel: 01446 710925 


XReg 

Ford KA 

3-dr Hatchback 

Silver, 9 months MoT, 
taxed to January. 

£650 ono 



Celtic Cast Iron 
DOG GRATE, 
Basket & Tray 

Celtic Cross Motif, KG18 
Basket. Inc. ‘Kohlangaz’ fit¬ 
tings & Accessories for 
‘Coal’ effect Gas Fire 

£100 

01446 792417 


Dimplex 
2kw electric 
woodburner 

Remote control £60 

Canon IP4600 pho¬ 
toprinter 

New Cartridges, as new £30 

01446 792182 


8 Rimini Chairs 

Brown leather - Black 
stitching detail, solid 
walnut legs. 

2 Carvers 

£45 pair (Original cost 
£189) 

8 Normal 

£40 per pair (Original cost £159) 

01446 401740 


Aquasoothe 
Mobility Scooter 

Plus spare battery £400 

White Wardrobe 

3ft wide, 20” deep, 

6ft 10” high including top 
cupboard £25 

01446 413850.„ 


Electrically operated 
reclining/lifting 

ARMCHAIR, 

One careful owner from 
new - never raced or rallied 

£250 ono 
01446 775087 

(after 6pm) 



Father Christmas meets the children of Llanmaes. 

Llanmaes children’s 
Christmas party 


THIS year’s children’s Christmas 
party, organised by Llanmaes 
social committee, took place on 
Friday December 9 in the church 
hall. 

Father Christmas called by 


with a sack full of presents and 
sang Christmas carols with the 
children and grown ups. 

The ever popular Mr T Ricks 
provided the entertainment with 
his magical balloon-making skills. 


KPC Youth rock out 
for school project 



Scott Hawtin and members of Approaching Danger accept 
a cheque on behalf of KPC Youth. 


TALENTED young musicians 
from the rock school at KPC 
Youth have been entertaining 
visitors to the Civic Offices in 
Angel Street, Bridgend with 
some live music - as part of 
the run-up to Christmas. 

Solo singer and guitarist Scott 
Hawtin joined members of local rock 
act Approaching Danger to perform a 
selection of songs and demonstrate the 
different types of musical skill that 


they have been learning as part of the 
rock school project. 

They also accepted a cheque on 
behalf of KPC Youth after staff fromc- 
the council’s customer service centre 
raised funds for the charity during 
their efforts for Children In Need. 

Presenting them with the cheque, 
Conn Alana Davies, cabinet member 
for children and young people, said: 
“The boys were all excellent and 
should be very proud of what they 
have achieved.” 


Bridge in 
Cowbridge 

THE latest results from 
bridge clubs in the 
Cowbridge area are as fol¬ 
lows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Club 
(December 12). 

First, Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams (68.93 per cent). Second, 
John Henson and Geoff Tinkler; 
third, Terry Reilly and John Evans, 
fourth, Julia and Ryvan Evans; 
fifth, Marjorie Morris and Bill 
Turner; sixth, Ray 

Smith and Gwynne Maddox. 

The next meeting will be on 
January 9 (BGB simultaneous 
pairs). 

Cowbridge and District Club 
(December 13). 

First, Hugh Williams and 
Gordon Berrey (58.18 per cent); 
second, Mary Wallis and Myrtle 
Hansard; third, Helen and Mike 
Ruttley, fourth, Brenda Grove and 
Pam Higgs; fifth, Mearl Owen and 
Debbie Rosevear; sixth, Rita 
Williams and Ann Miller. BS 


Ty Hafan 
lottery results 

THE following are winning num¬ 
bers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker] ackpot lottery draw num¬ 
ber D701. 

• £6,000: 349750. 

• £2,000: 876390 

• £10: 686769, 130166, 744662, 
757418, 463045, 883670, 175399, 205993, 
794206, 518131, 242193, 769961, 717274, 
234286, 369409, 674460, 845662, 369034, 
128875, 497662. 

• £5: 177887,882532,997128, 678987, 
188954, 559622, 398722, 804802, 674309, 
239687, 412501, 700053, 894146, 607322, 
613112, 707772, 384224, 398818, 822485, 
651619, 156685, 666368, 274427, 419088, 
655573, 761843, 369570, 951910, 414095, 
468075, 487661, 867083, 181102, 537192, 
753453, 258028, 656041, 252853, 275992, 
591525, 411204, 576305, 381440, 659354, 
863445, 443311, 147581, 751050, 395765, 
623104, 194606, 831398, 281415, 169319, 
663272, 431670, 546107, 575495, 846606, 
853373. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for 
any errors or omissions contained in the 
above. 

For lottery information, please telephone 
02920 672062. 
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Colwinston 
pre-school 
pupils meet 
Santa! 

COLWINSTON pre-school enter¬ 
tained their families at a Christmas 
concert full of songs and stories. 
Afterwards they were treated to a spe¬ 
cial surprise visit from Father 
Christmas. 

Pictures by 

Gemma Griffiths Photography. 
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Barry Seconds 
squeeze out a 
derby victory 


BARRY 2ND XV 

20 

SULLY RFC 

10 


BARRY Second XV 
finished their calen¬ 
dar year with a 
home fixture 
against neighbours 
Sully RFC. 

Coach Rhydian Scott 
recalled Gavyn Elsworth 
into the second row and 
Michael Avaient made his 
first start for the seconds 
this season. 

On a bitterly cold 
Saturday afternoon, the 
visitors opted for uncon¬ 
tested scrums from the off 
to neutralise the power of 
Barry’s pack. 

With the slope and ele¬ 
ments against them in the 
first half, Barry were pre¬ 
dicted to struggle before 
the interval, but some ster¬ 
ling work from the for¬ 
wards meant that it was a 
case of anything but. 

Some superb carries by 
the tight five, most 
notably from Dave 
Hosking, Bowditch, 
Gareth Lakin and 
Elsworth, eliminated any 
possibility of Sully using 
the elements to their 
advantage. 

The combination of 
Kyle Case and Hosking at 
the line-out was impecca¬ 
ble, while Joel Williams, 
back at scrum-half, was 
using quick ball to punch 
holes in the defence. 

After driving the Sully 
pack backwards deep in 
their 22, Barry struck the 
first blow as Williams 
released Shane Parker to 
dive in to score in the cor¬ 
ner. Adam Lee was 
unsuccessful with the 


tricky conversion. 

Barry continued to 
dominate, as the visitors 
found little answer to the 
power of the home for¬ 
wards. 

Nick Rolfe was once 
again involved in the ball 
carrying, and following a 
Sully infringement just 
metres away from the line, 
Williams took the quick 
tap penalty to scramble 
across. Lee failed to add 
the extras. 

The home side contin¬ 
ued to use the tried-and- 
tested method of forward 
driving, and after camping 
on the visitors’ line, 
Gareth Lakin powered 
through to touch down 
against his former club. 
Lee missed the conver¬ 
sion. 

Lee failed again with 
the boot with a kickable 
penalty just before half¬ 
time, before a reinvigorat¬ 
ed Sully tried to bounce 
back in the second inter¬ 
val. 

There was a noticeable 
raise in the tempo of the 
game, and they deservedly 
got back into the game 
with two well-worked 
tries, neither of which 
were converted. 

With the game sudden¬ 
ly back in the balance it 
was tempting for the 
green-and-whites to panic, 
but experience and com¬ 
posure meant that it did 
not happen. 

Lee found his range 


with his boot to relieve the 
pressure, while some 
superb tackling, most 
notably from Avaient and 
Hosking, prevented Sully 
from scoring again. 

Instead, it was Barry 
who looked the more like¬ 
ly with the score at 15-10, 
with Mike Jones and Case 
both staring at the line 
before failing to convert 
their chances. 

After more forward 
pressure by the tight five, 
it was finally Lee who 
scored through a crowd to 
make up for his earlier 
misses with his boot. He 
was unable to add the 
extras himself. 

There was still time for 
Williams to go on one of 
his characteristic sniping 
runs, and for Chow and 
Boffy to make their cameo 
appearances, but in the 
end the score of 20-10 was 
probably a fair reflection 
of what was a tightly 
fought game. 

Team: Hewitson; 

Jones, Parker, Avaient, 
Jenkins; Williams, Lee; 
Bowditch, Hosking, 
Thomas; Lakin, Elsworth; 
Case (captain), Betts, 
Rolfe; Subs used: Chow, 
Boffy, Houldey, Hall. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Hosking. 

KC 


Barry under-14s see 
out year with a bang! 


HAVING lost last season’s 
encounter against Welsh¬ 
speaking outfit CRICC, Barry 
under-14s were looking to seal 
2011 with a positive perform¬ 
ance. 

With the closure of all Cardiff 
pitches over the weekend, this away 
fixture had to be played at the 
Reservoir Field and when the visitors 
turned up with only 13 players it did¬ 
n’t look as if supporters would be 
treated to much of a game. 

However, having notched up 18 
victories in 21 outings, drawing two 
and losing two on the way, the under- 
14s were looking to add to their tally 
of 552 points, while maintaining a 
clean sheet for the 11th time this sea¬ 
son - and they didn’t disappoint. 

The game started well for the home 
side, who enjoyed early possession 
that was quickly translated into points 
following a searing run from winger 
Callum Mickelsen. Captain Cameron 
Gibbon was quick to convert giving 
Barry a seven point lead. 

From the restart the home side 
piled on the pressure and despite the 
presence of a man-mountain in the 
CRICC second-row, their forwards 
had nothing to throw at the Barry 
pack. 

Following a series of quick rucks, 
scrum-half Morien Evans gave Barry 
a well-deserved score, under the posts 
for Gibbon to convert. 

The Cardiff outfit bounced back 
and sneaked a try in the corner, scup¬ 
pering the home side’s hope of an 
11th clean sheet this season. 


Barry hit back with well-deserved 
tries for the captain and for second- 
row Tom Winters, who was dominant 
throughout the game. Gibbon again 
converted both scores, leaving the 
first half at 28-5. 

The visitors were swept aside in 
the second half, with Barry rampant 
in attack and measured in their 
defence. 

Further tries for Winters and 
Mickelsen, and a brace for the cap¬ 
tain, three of which were converted 
by his ever-accurate boot, left the 
final score at 54-5 - another resound¬ 
ing victory for Barry under-14s. 

Fixtures hot up in the New Year 
with the second round Blues Cup 
game at home against Brecon-based 
side Gwernyfed on January 15, and 
some tough games against Pentyrch, 
Treorchy and Llandaff to follow. 

Tries: Morien Evans, Cameron 
Gibbon (three), Callum Mickelsen 
(three), Tom Winters (two); conver¬ 
sions: Cameron Gibbon (seven) 

The coaching team would like 
wish all players and parents, includ¬ 
ing sponsors EDS Motor Eactors and 
Realty DHG Limited,, plus all at 
Barry REC, a merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

If you are an experienced rugby 
player and are looking to join Barry 
RFC under-14s, contact loan Evans 
on 07764 256428. 

IE 


Young St Gyres 
gymnast ’wins 
a BBC award 


ANGEL 

ROMAEO, a year- 
10 student from St 
Gyres School, has 
won the BBC Wales 
Carwyn James 
Junior 

Sportswoman of 
the Year award. 

The award was 
announced at the annual 
BBC Wales Sports 
Personality of the Year 
2011 awards ceremony 
held at the Liberty 
Stadium in Swansea. 

The evening celebrat¬ 
ed the past year in 
Welsh sport. 

Angel, a talented 
young gymnast, was 
excited to meet the great 
and the good from 
Welsh sport at the cere¬ 
mony. This included not 
only stars like Sam 
Warburton from the 
world of rugby, but also 
St Cyres alumni and 
Olympic medallist, 
David Davies. 

Angel’s award was in 
recognition of the gold 
medal that she won for 
the Women’s All 
Around Gymnastics 
Competition at the 
Commonwealth Youth 
Games in the Isle of 
Man in September. 

At the same games, 
Angel also picked up 
silver and bronze 
medals. 

She went to the Isle 
of Man hopeful of suc¬ 
cess after being crowned 
as the British Espoir 



ABOVE: 
Angel Romaeo 

Champion in 2010. 

Angel is currently 
trying to balance her 
sporting career with her 
GCSE studies. The 
same is true of her sister 
Venus. 

Venus is also a bud¬ 
ding gymnast with a 
great future ahead of her 
in the sport. 
Unfortunately, Venus’ 
progress has been ham¬ 
pered recently by injury. 

Well on the road to 
recovery now, Venus 
hopes to emulate her 
sister in the years to 
come. 

A school spokesman 
said: “All the staff and 
students at St Cyres are 
very proud of Angel and 
Venus and wish them all 
the best for their careers 
in gymnastics.” 


Try fest for 
Barry under-9s 


BARRY under-9s 
were in stunning 
form at the 
Reservoir Field 
against Pencoed. 

From the outset, 

Barry took the game to 
Pencoed, and with for¬ 
wards and backs domi¬ 
nating, it was clear that 
it was going to be a 
tough morning for the 
visitors. 

This dominance 
resulted in quick tries 
from Myles Latham, 
Isaac McBride and 
Spencer Williams; the 
last after a flowing 
move, with virtually 
every Barry player 
involved. Myles Latham 
was in inspired form, 
and the rest of the team 
responded. 

With the Barry tack¬ 
ling so strong, Pencoed 
struggled to maintain 
possession. Further tries 
from Cian Anderson 
and Seb Fahiya 
stretched the lead fur¬ 
ther. 

Pencoed responded 
well after the break, and 
scored a deserved try to 
make it 6-1. 

This stirred the Bees 
and Seb, showing great 
pace, took the ball on 
the switch from the kick 
off, and scored. 

Ethan Watkins then 
forced his way over the 
line after another pow¬ 
erful forward drive. 


The floodgates 
opened and Isaac added 
his second. 

There were further 
tries from James 
Latham, and James 
Chapman added two 
more, showing great 
elusiveness. 

Barry finished in 
style with another flow¬ 
ing move, passing from 
the tackle and surging 
upheld, before the 
backs moved the ball 
wide and Cole Saunders 
scored in the corner. 

This was an excep¬ 
tional performance from 
the Bees, and credit 
must also go to Pencoed 
who tackled to the end. 

Myles was rewarded 
with the man of the 
match award and Isaac 
was credited with best 
tackier; though both tro¬ 
phies could have gone 
to any of the players, 
and they can look for¬ 
ward to the New Year 
with confidence. 

Team: Jake Lang, 
Isaac McBride, Charlie 
Bale, Ethan Watkins, 
James Latham, Myles 
Latham, Cian Anderson, 
Stephen Williams, 
Spencer Williams, Seb 
Fahiya, James 
Chapman, Cole 
Saunders. 

JM 


Rugby legend 
Graham Price (seat¬ 
ed) joined represen¬ 
tatives from the 
WRU, including Vale 
rugby development 
officer Matt Silva 
(back left) to collect 
a mountain of donat¬ 
ed rugby kit from the 
Millennium Stadium 
earlier this month. 



Donate your old rugby 
kit to emerging nations 


YOUNGSTERS lucky enough 
to be given new rugby kit this 
Christmas are asked to donate 
any old unwanted kit to under¬ 
privileged children from 
across the world. 

The LV=SOS Kit Aid project has 
been supported by the WRU for the 
last four years, resulting in £2m 
worth of recycled kit being sent to 
kids across the UK and to 19 coun¬ 
tries in Africa and Eastern Europe. 

A mountain of kit was collected 
earlier this month from the 
Millennium Stadium by rugby leg¬ 
end Graham Price, who is the 


ambassador for LV=SOS Kit Aid in 
Wales, and further kit donations are 
always welcomed. 

Matt Silva, the Vale Council’s 
rugby development officer, is also 
supporting Kit Aid and said: “If you 
receive some shiny new kit in your 
Christmas stocking this year then 
Kit Aid would be extremely grateful 
to be given any old rugby kit that 
you have outgrown.” 

To find out more about the initia¬ 
tive please visit www.lvsoskitaid.com, 
while for details about rugby in the 
Vale of Glamorgan visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/sportsandplay. 


Vale basketballers are 
off to a flying start 


WHILE basketball 
fans around the 
world eagerly wait 
for the NBA lockout 
to end, the first 
competitive season 
of fixtures for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Basketball 
Development 
Centre has started 
with a bang. 

After two years of 
training and playing 
friendly matches, last 
month saw budding 
players from the Vale 
take to the courts for 
some serious game time 
against their new rivals 
in the South Wales 
Valleys Basketball 
Association League. 

The Vale Basketball 
Development Centre has 


entered two teams into 
the under-16 and under- 
18 leagues, although the 
Vale squads are actually 
comprised of under-15 
and under-16 players. 

Despite competing 
against boys who are 
sometimes up to two 
years older than them, 
the Vale players have 
more than held their 
own. 

The under-16s began 
with two victories on the 
bounce, chalking up a 
90-38 home win over 
Baglan at the Cadoxton 
Sports Hall, followed by 
a 69-45 win away at 
Swansea Storm. 

The under-18s got off 
and running with an 
overtime 53-50 win 
away against Beddau, 
but then suffered a 52-72 
home defeat to an expe¬ 


rienced Cardiff Capitals 
team that boasted three 
Welsh internationals in 
their line-up. 

The development cen¬ 
tre was set up in 2009 by 
the Vale Council’s sports 
and play development 
team to give local 
teenagers who enjoyed 
playing basketball casu¬ 
ally a chance to benefit 
from professional coach¬ 
ing. 

To help the Vale 
Basketball Development 
Centre continue to grow, 
they are keen to hear 
from anyone aged 16- 
and-above who would be 
interested in getting 
involved in the coaching 
or organisational side of 
the sport. 

To find out more, 
please call Ben Williams 
on 01446 704795. 


Under-14s are caught out 


COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive School under- 
14s played Whitchurch in the 
second round of the Griffiths 
Cup. 

With home advantage, Cowbridge 
approached this cup tie with confi¬ 
dence. Coach and referee Mr Lewis 
advised the team to ‘get the ball down 
the flanks’ to use the goal scoring 
prowess of Joe Trehame. 

Year-9 duly obliged and with some 
simple pass and move football, 
Cowbridge raced into a 3-1 lead. 

With 20 minutes of the first half 
gone, Cowbridge were playing with 
confidence and were expertly mar¬ 
shalled at the back by centre half 
Owen Alexander. 

His partner Ben Jones was able to 
pick up on through balls and 
Cowbridge appeared to be cruising. 

Kris Jones and Tom Lucas were 
constant threats and the work rate of 
Rian Davies in midfield was comple¬ 
mented by the assured passing of cap¬ 
tain Dan Oddy. 

At half time the score remained 3-1 
in Cowbridge’s favour. 

The half time talk was simple, con¬ 
tinue to play the same patterns and use 
the width of the backs, especially 
Louis Phillips and Max Ragan. It was 
as Mr Lewis blew the whistle to signal 
second half proceedings, that once 
again a raging gale arrived, which had 


so affected Cowbridge’s previous tie 
against Radyr. 

The home side now found them¬ 
selves up against a rejuvenated 
Whitchurch outfit driven on by an 
inspired central midfield partnership 
and a force 10 Arctic wind! 

Cowbridge ploughed unsuccessfully 
through the boggy middle third, while 
Whitchurch whipped the ball out wide. 

With five minutes remaining 
Cowbridge had been pegged back to 
three apiece. The conditions and the 
deteriorating pitch meant Cowbridge 
had spent the entire second half on the 
back foot. 

The neat, swift football of the first 
half was now but a distant memory. 

Two minutes to go and the 
Whitchurch left wing cut inside and 
drove a shot towards the top right 
hand comer. A leap from ‘keeper 
Oliver Pike was in despair, the net 
bulged, Whitchurch were 4-3 up. 

Cowbridge responded with a long 
ball and a comer but no avail. For the 
second time this season, the team had 
been defeated, not only by a sound 
opposition but also by appaling condi¬ 
tions. 

This team has plenty of potential 
and will continue to work hard. In 
year-10 they will be a threat to be 
reckoned with, no matter what the 
weather! 
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Paul Saunders mastered tricky conditions to claim Senior Honda 
success at the Celtic Championship. 

PICTURE BY HARDY RODDE. 

The kart club season 
concludes in the cold 


LLANDOW Kart 
Club concluded its 
2011 season in the 
shape of the ever 
popular Celtic 
Championships. 

A field of 70 competi¬ 
tors saw their skills put to 
the limit on a weekend 
which apart from being 
bitterly cold produced a 
relentless torrent of rain. 

The Bambinos kicked 
the running off with Alex 
Austin and Brooklyn 
Thomas. Austin came out 
on top as the pair relent¬ 
lessly traded sector 
times. 

Honda Cadet pro¬ 
duced its usual ‘hustle 
and bustle’ as Daniel 
Thomas claimed his 
maiden Celtic 

Championship. Hugo 
Holmes followed in close 
company while Ross 
Thomas completed the 
podium. 

Tom Rawlings looked 
set to cause an upset in 
Comer Cadet but club 
champion Lewis 

Griffiths produced the 
goods when it mattered 
and took the final, 
demoting Rawlings to 
second. Jack Barber fin¬ 
ished third. 

Despite an early final 
spin Alex Thomas even¬ 
tually prevailed in Junior 
Honda ahead of the 
reluctant novice duo of 
Ben Stevens and debu¬ 
tant Tom Ford. 

Lewis Malin stormed 
to a Celtic championship 
win in Minimax after an 
opening lap retirement 
from Harry Williams. 
Edward Tansley and Rob 
Ellis completed the ros¬ 
trum in second and third. 

Reigning Welsh 
Champion Keaton Eord 
took the Junior TKM 
Celtic title ahead of the 
TKM debutant of Ryan 
Edwards who displayed a 
controlled drive to earn 
himself a second place 
finish. Matthew Ayers 
followed in close compa¬ 
ny to finish third. 

Macaulay Austin 
added another title to his 
name in Junior Rotax fol¬ 
lowing a dominant drive 
ahead of Peter Saxby. 
James Williams came 
home third. Pole man 
Steven Handford was 
unable to challenge after 
an early retirement. 

Paul Saunders pro¬ 
duced the most popular 
win of the day after out¬ 
classing Welsh and club 
champion Simon Evans, 
proving the veteran can 
still mix it with the 
youngsters. Danny 
Griffiths made up for a 
difficult day by finishing 
third. 


Josh Codings proved 
unbeatable in Senior 
Rotax and stormed to a 
four second win over 
Chris Davis. Welsh 
Champ Craig Mooney 
took third after a last cor¬ 
ner lunge at the expense 
of Senior Rotax new boy 
Josh Gray. Wayne Stone 
took the prize in Rotax 
177 closely shadowed by 
Simon Wheeler. 
RESULTS 

BAMBINO 

1. Alex Austin (Zip) 

2. Brooklyn Thomas 
(Birel) 

HONDA CADET 

1. Daniel Thomas 
(Project One) 

2. Hugo Holmes (Zip) 

3. Ross Thomas (Wright) 
COMER CADET 

1. Lewis Griffiths (Zip) 

2. Tom Rawlings (Zip) 

3. Jack Barber (Zip) 
JUNIOR HONDA 

1. Alex Thomas 


2. Ben Stevens (7Kart) 

3. Tom Eord (Biz) 
JUNIOR TKM 

1. Keaton Eord ( 
CRG) 

2. Ryan Edwards (TalKo) 

3. Matthew Ayers (Jade) 
MINIMAX 

1. Lewis Malin 
(Tonykart) 

2. Edward Tansley 

3. Rob Ellis (Tonykart) 
JUNIOR ROTAX 

1. Macaulay Austin 
(Tonykart) 

2. Peter Saxby (Birel) 

3. James Williams 
(Tonykart) 

SENIOR HONDA 

1. Paul Saunders (7Kart) 

2. Simon Evans (7Kart) 

3. Danny Griffiths (MS 
Kart) 

SENIOR ROTAX 

1. Josh Codings (CRG) 

2. Chris Davis (CRG) 

3. Craig Mooney (CRG) 

SIMON EVANS 


Horse racing is wishing 
Joanne speedy recovery 


TOTO CORDE 
MEO, a four-year- 
old bay filly by 
Galilieo, landed the 
bumper (National 
Hunt flat race) at 
Towcester last 
Thursday for 
Aberthin trainer 
Tim Vaughan. 

Ridden by 

Cheltenham Gold Cup 
winning jockey Sam 
Thomas from 
Abergavenny, Toto 
Corde Meo, who went 
off the 5-4 favourite, 
just got home by a head 
from 20-1 chance Le 
Bede Sauvage. 

However, Tim's luck 
ran out on Saturday as 
at Haydock his Our 
Island was beaten a 
length by Cannington 
Brook in the Maxilead 
Metals Tommy Whittle 
Handicap Chase which 
was worth £19,494 to 
the winner while over at 
Ascot his 40-1 outsider 
Rigidity failed by just 
half-a-length to beat 
Raya Star in The 
Ladbroke (Listed 
Handicap Hurdle) and 
land the first prize of 
£84,405. 

JOANNE 

RECOVERING 

Ad horse racing enthu¬ 
siasts will want to wish 


Cottrell ladies get into 
the festive spirit 


RIGHT: 
Sandra Collin 
receives her trophy. 




ABOVE: 
Tessa Matthews 



SIXTY-FOUR 
Cottrell Park lady 
members enjoyed 
their Christmas 

lunch on Thursday, 
December 8, which 
was well organised 
by the ladies’ cap¬ 
tain Jenny 

McGlyne. 

She also kindly gave 
each lady a present of a 
chocolate box. 

A few ladies braved 
the elements and played 
a 9-hole competition in 
very muddy conditions, 
this was won by Tessa 
Matthews with 16 points. 

Endowing the lunch, 
there was the annual 
presentation of prizes, 
with Mary Watkins, com¬ 
petition secretary, 

announcing the winners 
and Jenny McGlyne pre¬ 
senting the prizes with 
the assistance of Judy 
James, ladies’ vice cap¬ 
tain. 

The winners were :- 

GUW Medal, Vicki 


Long; Summer league, 
HelenEvans; Macmillan 
Spoon, Kay Bradbury 
and the Summer eclectic 
Mackintosh; Dragon 
Brooch, Tessa Matthews; 
Golf Eoundation Brooch, 
Jennifer Thomas; 

Grandmothers’ Trophy, 
Gill Downs; Sandra 
Collin, Pencarreg Cup, 
Summer eclectic Button 
and the Birdie tree; 
Celine Chew LGU 
Breakthrough Cancer 
Brooch, Llanfair Trophy 
and the Cup of 
Achievement which is 
awarded to the lady who 
has the biggest drop of 
handicap during the sea¬ 
son. 

There were also 15 
monthly medal winners 
and 14 Stableford win¬ 
ners, ad presented with 
prizes. 

A raffle followed the 
mince pies and coffee, 
the afternoon finished in 
traditional style with 
many of the ladies 
singing carols. 

CB 


racecourse steward 
Joanne Hawkins, who 
has just come out of 
hospital, a speedy 
recovery after her oper¬ 
ation for cancer. 

Joanne currently acts 
as a British Horseracing 
Authority steward at 
Hereford, Chepstow, 
Efos Las and Bath and 
in 2008, after steward¬ 
ing at a number of 
point-to-point meetings 
in the South Wales area, 
answered a request by 
the BHA to train other 
stewards with a view to 
sitting on the steward 
panel at Efos Las 
Racecourse. 

Eodowing the com¬ 
pletion of a 10 day 
training course at race¬ 
courses ad over the 
country, then followed 
by a 12 month proba¬ 
tionary period in 2009, 
Joanne joined the 
Stewarding Committee 
as a regular steward at 
Hereford, Chepstow and 
Efos Las. 

Eor the past two sea¬ 
sons, Joanne has attend¬ 
ed more than 60 meet¬ 
ings experiencing a 
wide and varied portfo¬ 
lio of incidents in the 
Stewards Room. 

Sadly, last 

September, Joanne was 
diagnosed with cancer 
and is recuperating at 
home in Usk. 


She was born into the 
racing world as her 
grandfather George 
Rees and her mother 
Bridget Doherty were 
both keen hunt-racing 
fans. She went through 
the usual Pony Club and 
Prince Philip Cup team 
events and hunting 
before riding out for 
Vale of Glamorgan 
trainer Bryn Palling at 
the tender age of four¬ 
teen. 

Joanne, who is well 
known to horsey folk in 
the Vale, later had hors¬ 
es in training with Mr 
Palling. She said that 
her worst racing 
moment was being 
involved in a five horse 
pile-up in a maiden race 
at Llantwit Major when 
all five horses came 
down at the open ditch. 

Although Joanne was 
not injured, she said that 
approaching the fence 
with nowhere to go was 
quite a scary moment. 

Joanne rode her first 
point-to-point winner 
on La -Champ- Talot at 
Lydstep in 1980 and 
that same year she 
became the first sixteen- 
year-old female to ride 
at Chepstow 
Racecourse finishing 
second on Moonello in 
the Jeep Christies 
Ladies' Hunt Chase 
Championship. 


Joanne would proba¬ 
bly have won the race 
the following year but 
for being unseated four 
fences from the finish 
leaving Rosemary 
White and Star Nello to 
land the prize. 

Winning a restricted 
race on her own horse 
Construction King at 
Howick, after nursing 
the horse back from 
injury, was one of her 
best racing moments 
and another was when, 
as a permit holder, 
Joanne saddled her first 
winner Le Mezaray in 
a handicap chase at 
Taunton in 1996. 

Joanne, who must 
surely be the best turned 
out steward in the coun¬ 
try, loves nice clothes, 
fine wine, clay-pidgeon 
shooting, dining out and 
ski-ing! She ran the 
London Marathon in 
2003 raising money for 
children with leukaemia 
and she hopes to be 
back racing in the sum¬ 
mer. 

As for her most hair 
raising moment she says 
that was going down a 
four-man bobsleigh in 
Sestriere, Italy, home of 
the 2006 Winter 
Olympics, with a mem¬ 
ber of the Italian gold 
medal winning 
team,and was just three 
seconds slower than the 


winning time! 

She has asked me to 
tell all her friends in the 
horse racing world, who 
may think that she has 
just disappered from the 
scene, the reason for her 
absence and that she 
hopes to be back racing 
in the summer. 

EVAN WINS ON 
DIRECT LINE 

David Brace’s Direct 
Line was a good winner 
of the second division 
of the restricted race at 
the South Midlands 
Area Club Point-To- 
Point meeting at 
Whitfield on Sunday. 

Ridden by Evan 
David, the big ex-Irish 
chestnut gelding came 
home two lengths clear 
of Action Steel in a 
field of 13 runners. A 
winner at Black Eorest 
Lodge earlier in the sea¬ 
son when partnered by 
Evan,Direct Line was 
bought privately by Mr 
Brace who sponsors the 
Dunraven Bowl 
Novices Hunter Chase 
to be run at Chepstow 
Racecourse on April 27. 

Evan David is the 
younger brother of jock¬ 
ey Tom David and he 
rides out for Mr Brace 
at his Dunraven Stud 
Earm near Bridgend. 

BRIAN LEE 
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GREAT DEALS AT PENARTH MOTOR COMPANY - 
AND THEN YOU CAN DEME OUT ON THEM! 


T he Penarth 
Motor 
Company 
has been selling 
quality used cars at 
low prices for more 
than a year and, 
thanks to the excel¬ 
lent service they 
provide, the busi¬ 
ness is expanding. 

The owners, Chris 
Greenaway and Dusty 
Jones are both local men 
with many years of 
experience in the motor 
trade. 

They take pride in 
looking after customers 
who live and work 


locally. Chris explained: 
“The majority of our 
vehicles are sourced 
from main dealer part- 
exchanges with full or 
part service history. 

“All our vehicles are 
HPI clear and come 
with a brand new MoT 
and an RAC warranty. 

“We aim to offer the 
lowest prices in the 
area. We have a good 
selection of cars for 
everyone’s needs and 
budget, from £500 run¬ 
abouts to £15,000 pres¬ 
tige marques.” 

Dusty said that the 
company takes pride in 
providing an all-round 
service for buyers. 


“We offer our cus¬ 
tomers an extensive 
range of extras, such as 
organising finance for a 
purchase and arranging 
extended RAC war¬ 
ranties. 

“Customers can buy a 
used car from us with 
confidence and peace of 
mind. 

“We will look after 
people throughout the 
whole buying and after¬ 
sales process.” 

Chris and Dusty are 
now offering their cus¬ 
tomers main-dealer 
diagnostic facilities 
without main dealer 
prices. They specialise 
in Citroen and Renault. 


They can offer the 
following: 

• Airbag lights 

• Engine manage¬ 
ment lights 

• Key programming 

• Vehicle re-mapping 
which improves per¬ 
formance 

• ABS faults 

Penarth Motor 

Company customers are 
getting an added bonus 
this festive season and 
New Year. 

Chris explained: “If 
you like to eat out, PMC 
is giving you the oppor¬ 
tunity to save money on 
eating out in Wales with 
‘Dine out Wales’. 

“We are giving away 


.dhe«Lr 
woes 


free ‘Dine out Wales’ 
cards with every car 
purchased from 
December 22, and all 
through January!” 

With the dining card, 
people can get 50 per 
cent off the food bill or 
‘two-for-one’ deals with 
participating restaurants. 

More information on 
‘Dine out Wales ’ is 
available at: www.dine- 
outwales.com 


RIGHT 
Chris 
Greenaway and 
Dusty Jones say 
customers can 
dine out on them 
this festive and 
New Year season. 



Vale trainers 
take first and 
second places 


FRENCH-bred 
J’Adhere, trained 
by Tim Vaughan at 
Aberthin, and 
Irish-bred Dantari, 
trained by Evan 
Williams at 
Llancarfan, fin¬ 
ished first and sec¬ 
ond respectively in 
the Christmas 
Handicap Hurdle 
at Taunton on 
Tuesday. 

The former, a 
14-1 chance, ridden 


by Robert Kirk, 
had three parts of a 
length to spare 
over the latter 
which went off the 
11-4 favourite and 
was ridden by Paul 
Moloney. 

Twenty-four 
hours earlier, 
Vaughan had been 
successful with 
WhatshallWeDo at 
Bangor-on-Dee. 

BRIAN LEE 




LANDOW 
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' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

’ Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 
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"Quirky French hatchback 
will soon win you over’ 

- says GEM motoring correspondent! 


(OMBINEa 
hatchback, a 
'compact 
people carrier and 
an off-roader. 

What do you get? 
The rather quirky 
Peugeot 3008, 
which was intro¬ 
duced in 2009. 

At first it seems a bit 
of an oddity, looking 
like an oversized 308, 
but it doesn’t take long 
to warm to this distinc¬ 
tive French character. 

It’s certainly strik¬ 
ing, with surely one of 
the largest grilles on 
the market. The boot is 
particularly interesting. 
At first glance the floor 
seems too high but you 
quickly realise it has a 
three position boot 
floor and a clever split 
tailgate, which effec¬ 
tively lowers it for you. 

Then the second row 
of seats folds flat, all of 
which means that this 
vehicle has immense 
load carrying capacity. 
That’s just as well 
because during the test 
we collected a dish¬ 
washer and it fitted 
with little difficulty. 

As is the norm with 
all the latest Peugeots, 
build quality is posi¬ 
tively Germanic. 
Although the top-of- 
the-range 1.6-litre HDi 
model tested might be 
accused of being a little 
bland, it is finished to 



MOTORING with TIM SAUNDERS 


the highest standards 
and is exceptionally 
comfortable. 

When first getting 
into a car it can take 
time to get the seat into 
the desired position but 
in this 3008, it’s all 
done by the click of a 
switch, simplifying and 
speeding up the whole 
process. 

My wife particularly 
likes the leather cov¬ 
ered passenger handle 
on the dash, giving her 
something other than 
my throat to grab as I 
put my foot down! 

However, this gener¬ 
ally refined family- 
friendly vehicle suffers 
from being a little 
lethargic, particularly 
on start-up, requiring a 
bit of help at times. 
Even in first gear it 
requires a bit of a boot 
on occasions to get 
moving. When overtak¬ 


ing in third it quite 
often doesn’t have the 
desired impetus for 
challenging manoeu¬ 
vres, making it neces¬ 
sary to change down to 
second for higher revs. 

These comments are 
perhaps a little unfair 
though, because over 
the course of the week 
we have become decid¬ 
edly good friends and 


and once it’s up to 
speed, it effortlessly 
cruises. 

Fitted with a mas¬ 
sive panoramic glass 
roof that stretches the 
length of the vehicle, 
occupants can enjoy 
the glistening sunlight 
on those crisp, cold 
winter mornings, and 
the excellent heated 
front seats keep the 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Ray Amy Car, 

Ml. fr. 

> r.\, xiiiiiv |> !» is 
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MYLES BROWNING 
07769008517 


Appeal by local 
dog kennels 


KENNEL managers 
are appealing for 
help to make the 
lives of homeless 
dogs a little bit more 
comfortable over 
Christmas. 

The Vale Council, 
whose dog warden serv¬ 
ice uses Croft Kennels 
in Bridgend, will collect 
donations of suitable 
toys, treats and clean 
blankets for its canine 
residents. 

The manager of Croft 
Kennels, Janet Long, 
said: “It would be really 
nice for the dogs to have 
some new toys and 
treats for Christmas. 

“ Appropriate toys, 
such as those which can 
be filled with food, are 
essential to a dog’s well¬ 
being and can alleviate 
some of the symptoms of 


kennel stress. Toys can 
be entertaining and 
rewarding for the resi¬ 
dents. The dogs in the 
kennels are usually fed a 
dry, complete food but 
some animals prefer the 
more palatable tinned 
dog food, and donations 
of these items are also 
gratefully received. 

“Tinned fish, such as 
sardines, are particular¬ 
ly enjoyed by dogs recu¬ 
perating from opera¬ 
tions or illness. ” 

To make a donation, 
telephone 01656 
862288. Alternatively, 
you can drop donations 
off at the Vale Council’s 
Civic Offices, at Holton 
Road, Barry. 

Anyone wishing to 
adopt a dog can contact 
01656 862288; website: 
http: //WWW. croftres- 
cuekennels.net/. 


driver and front passen¬ 
ger warm, too. 

The unique and 
well-placed Peugeot 
head up display pro¬ 
vides useful speed and 
distance information. 
This glass screen at eye 
level in front of the 
driver pops up when 
the ignition is turned. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, write: 
“According to Peugeot, 
the 3008 is a family car 
that aims to appeal to 
those looking for some¬ 
thing different. 

“The 3008 is per¬ 
haps not as stylish as 
the Qashqai, but it 
makes up for it with a 
more practical and 
family-friendly interior. 

“It has a large and 
versatile boot, a useful 
split tailgate with a 
bottom section that 
flips down like a pick¬ 
up, plus plenty of pas¬ 
senger space in the 
back. It’s reassuring to 
drive too, with well- 
weighted steering, a 
superb ride and strong 
engines, in particular 
the HDi diesels. Add in 
impressive levels of 
refinement, plus a qual¬ 


ity cabin and the 3008 
makes plenty of sense. ” 

The Pug might be an 
acquired taste but it has 
strong presence and is 
a good all-rounder. It 
delivers around 42mpg 
and has a decisive six- 
speed gearbox as well 
as cruise control, which 
can be activated from 
as low as 25mph - very 
useful for speed cam¬ 
eras in residential 
areas. 

Those seeking a bit 
more oomph would be 
well advised to consid¬ 
er the 2-litre HDi 
model. It will reach 
60mph from standstill 
in a little under 10 sec¬ 
onds, has a top speed 
of 121mph and delivers 
similar miles per gallon 
figures to the 1.6-litre 
diesel. 

That said, it’s been 
hard to say goodbye to 
my French friend. 

New price range: 
£21,045 - £29,950. 

Used price range: 
£8,485 - £16,520. 

1.6-litre HDi Allure 
112 ; 

Economy: 42.7mpg; 

0-60mph: 13.6 secs; 

Top speed: 112mph. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



(01656) 
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Ful Mate avaMBble on 
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2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 28,000 miles 

£24,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 


57 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 5-door 

Met grey, 47,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



07 (56) CITROEN Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 16v VTX MPV| 

Pearl metallic red, 47,343 miles 

£3,995 



04 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 


All cars 

Just a small 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 

with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb . .£12,995 
05 MERCEDES CLK 270 CD! Avantgarde Auto, 
in tellular silver with 2-tone leather, 60,000 miles . . 

.£9,495 

06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav . .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, telluar 

silver automatic, 75,499 miles . £7,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles. £6,995 

54 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with leather, 

sat nav, 1 lady owner, diesel, 4x4 at .£6,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£6,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner . . .£6,495 
53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles, durable 4x4 at . £5,495 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59 964 milpq £4 995 

05 VAUXHALLTIgra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, ’ 

65,000 mile diesel convertible. £4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles. £4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras.£4,995 

98 PORSCHE Boxster 2.5. In met blue with navy 

hood and beige leather, a/c etc. £4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at . £4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only . £2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DC! Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,995 

55 SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Reference. 5-dr, in red, 61,000 

mile diesel with alloys .£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr. In met. grey, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at .£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,495 

08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 5-dr, in black, 24,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 
automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 


06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45,092 miles.£4,995 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

56 RENAULT Laguna 2.0 DCi Dynamic in silver with 

1/2 leather trim, 34,609 mile diesel at .£3,995 

56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc .£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

55 PEUGEOT 307 1.6S, 5-dr in met red, 44,000 miles 

with a/c, fantastic value at.£3,695 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

05 05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-i T2. 3-dr, silver, 

59,178 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

54 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 Elegance 7-Seater In blue, 

62,000 miles, two owners .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD C-Max 1.6 LX in black, 46,258 miles, 

2 owners, fantastic value.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 14 Flame. In met bright bronze, 

65,000 miles, alloys, c/d etc.£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. In silver, 47,000 

miles, alloys, air con .£2,995 

03 03 SEAT Ibiza 1.4SE 3-dr hatchback, silver, 

57,540 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

04 53 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique. 3-dr, met 

blue, 41,521 miles.£2,695 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,395 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles.£2,195 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 

mile local car.£2,495 

04 FORD Mondeo 1.8 Zetec. 5-dr, in black, 74,000 

miles with sat nav.£2,495 

02 CITROEN Saxo 1.1 desire. In silver, 1 lady owner . 

.£2,195 



06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 
1.2 16vSXi+ 

3-dr, sea mist, 46,022 miles 

£3,995 



54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,995 



05 HONDA Jazz 
1.2 S 5-dr 

Electric Blue, 62,235 miles 

£3,995 


RBC 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY*^ f> - r- . - 
BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 f ^ 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry'Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GEHING STUCK THIS WINTER” 

www.howemotors.co.uk 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 

OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 

CARS FROM 
£295-£49,995 

COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 

BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 

CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 

RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 

CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 

WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 


ONLINE SHOWROOM 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.6T 16v VXR 




LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY 


A. -.-n • 

Xd - 


LAND ROVER 
DEFENDER 


gpfes I 


U ' 


TOYOTA HI-LUX 
DOUBLE CAB 




SUBARU 
IMPREZA SPORTBACK 


£6 


995 


£7 


495 


£2 


795 


£5 


995 


TRANSIT 


SPRINTER 


VAUXHALL 

CORSA 


FIESTA 


07 


EDGE 


AUDI BMW CITROEN 
FORD HONDA 
JAGUAR LEXUS 
MAZDA NISSAN 
PEUGEOT RENAULT 
SEAT VW VOLVO 

ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


Fir«l RMpoiMB 


" ^blackhorse O 


OowMAarfr 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 





New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



04 04 FORD Focus 1.6LX Automatic 5-dr 
hatchback in Moon dust silver with metre 
grey interior, air con, cd, quick clear screen, 

electric windows, alloy wheels, - 

only 66,790 miles 



£3,995 


10 10 RENAULT Grand Modus 1.2TCE 100 
Dynamique 5-dr hatch. In black with charcoal 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, ISO FIX, radio/cd, 
under manufacturers 
warranty, only 28,000 miles 


£6,995 


03 03TOYOTA MR-2 I.SVVTi Roadster 2-c 
Convertible. In crystal silver, Acapulco interi¬ 
or, CD, electric windows, electric mirrors, | 
wonderful example, only 
71,510 miles 


£4,995 


08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi. In flame 
red with dark interior, air con, radio/cd, ABS, 
power steering, immobiliser, only 21,560 
miles. 


£6,795 




06 06 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr I 
Hatchback. In panther black/black interior, 
front fogs, colour coded bumpers, 
radio/CD, quick clear screen, 

42,560 miles 


£6,495 


06 56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In 

chilli red with black cloth/red leather ray combination 
upholstery, chrome line exterior, rear spoil er, radio/cd, 
panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air con, 
cruise control, only 47,450 miles 


£9,495 


08 58 TOYOTA Auris 1.33 VVT-I TR 3-dr 
Hatchback. In Ixion blue with dark interior, 
climate control, anti-lock brakes, power 
steering, alloy wheels, only 
26,000 miles 


£8,495 


05 54 CHRYSLER 3.2 V6 Crossfire Auto¬ 
matic coupe. In blue with black leather 
interior, parking sensors, heated seats, traction 
control, radio/cd, alloy wheels, 
only 53,100 miles 


£6,495 




THIS FESTIVE SEASON VISIT OER 

HEOE 

INDOOR SHOWROOM WITH OVER 30 CARS INSIDE 

EiAROEST 

PRE OWNED CAR SHOWROOM IN THE VALE 

OCR ONE STOP SHOP ON SITE OFFERS - WORKSHOP FACILITIES 
MOT STILL ONLV £25 • WINTER SERVICE CHECK STILL ONLY £18 
OFF ROAD PARKING FOR CCSTOMERS • SALES 



CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 


Saturday 24th December 
Sunday 25th December 
Monday 26th December 
Tuesday 27th December 
Wednesday 28th December 
Thursday 29th December 
Friday 30th December 
Saturday 31st December 

Sunday 1st January 2012 
Monday 2nd January 2012 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 


SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 


CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
8.30am -12.00 noon 
CLOSED 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
Bookings Only 
Normal Hours 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Probdbly The 
Lowest Priced 






The Penarth Motor Company in The me 

JANUARY SALE COVVIES EARLY! 

Take advantage of our free “Dine out Wales” offer 
with every car purchased. See page 30 for our editorial offer. 


SAT NAV USERS 

CF641JG 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, 
diesel, FSH 


07 07 MINI Cooper Sport 

2 owners, 46k, FSH 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi 

SE 51k, diesel, FSH 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 


08 08 Mazda5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDi L 

Diesel, 7 seats 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


Skoda Fabia 1.9 
Elegance Estate 

1 owner, FSH, Diesel 


02 02 Volkswagen 
Lupo E 1.0 

3-dr, 99k, grey 


04 04 Renault Clio 
1.4 Dynamique 

5-dr, Sunroof 


53 03 Fiat Punto 
Active 1.2 

3-dr, 49k, fsh, red 


07 57VauxhallZafira 
1.9 CDTi Exclusive 

5-dr, 71k, FSH 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 


58 08 Ford C-Max Zetec 

Auto. FSH 




08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


05 55 Renault Megane 
1.4 Oasis 

3-dr, black 


07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k, FSH 


02 02 Citroen Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 

69k, blue, fsh 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 








05 55 Ford Fiesta Zetec 
Climate 3dr, 1.25, 62k, FSH 


05 55 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 

3dr, 1.2, 42k 


04 04 Renault Clio 5dr 
1.4 Expression 66k, FSH 


06 06 Ford Ka Style 1.3 

Alloys, 38k 


04 04 Ford Streetka Luxury 

Blue, convertible, 67k 


For full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 


WE CAN SOURCE ANY 
CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 
Just Give Us A Cal 


Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 


AaCARS 

hpi 

CHECKED 
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APRESENIFROM 
RENAULT CARDIFF TO YOUi 



HfT 
OISCOU 




'4 



OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOWNLOAD 
%i PLATE 

LESSr’Aiil Mil 



VOUCHER 

AVAIABLEONALL 
OUR USED CAR STOCK 


£300vot^ 


nmult Mfifo Ha 

1 . 2 iav 75 

SALE PRICE £6,700 

VOUCHER PRICE 


Rtfioiitnitum 

TMftr 1.5 (3Ci £3(pres8tin 

SALE PRICE £13,966 

VOUCHER PRICE 


EXTRA 
DISCOU 

OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOWNLOAD 
ol I -AT. 

LESSTHA.^ !00 


Rmiult TriAc $L2t 
dQ 116 Eure 4 

SALE PRICE £12,495 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£6,300 £12,995 £11,495 

Download your voucher today for an 

EXTRA DISCOUNT OFF THE SALE 

Available at www.renaultretail.co.uk 



Hue. love, drive 

www.renaultretail.co.uk 

Limited period only, Don’t miss out! 



RENAULT CARDIFF 

295 Penarth Road. CarOtt CFt 1 8UU 
Telephone 029 2140 0099 
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Cowbridge RFC battle 
hard in the mud but 
lose to 14-man Hirwaun 


LAST Saturday, Cowbridge First 
XV travelled to Hirwaun and 
came unstuck, losing by 13-8. 

Leaving Cowbridge on a cold but sunny 
afternoon, by the time the players took to 
the pitch alongside the Heads of the 
Valleys road the wind and rain, mixed with 
sleet, was driving in and the field was very 
wet and slippery. All very familiar condi- 
tons, no doubt, for the fired up home team. 

Within two minutes Cowbridge had a 
penalty chance but outside half Carwyn 
Morgan , back after a broken arm, pushed 
it just wide. 

Almost inevitably tempers boiled over 
after only six minutes, given Hirawun’s 
pumped up warm up and, following a 
melee, their second row was sent off for a 
head butt, and hooker Luke Adams and the 
Hirwaun full back were yellow carded to 
cool down. 

To restore hooking duties, Rhys Price 
came on for 10 minutes while flanker Jac 
Williams had to give way. Cowbridge ini¬ 
tially dominated in the scrum but could 
gain little advantage, with Hirwaun doing a 
good job of spoiling possession. 

Morgan had a second penalty chance on 
25 minutes but that went wide too. 
Hirwaun got the first points on the board 
after 35 minutes. 

Cowbridge were getting sucked into the 
wrong sort of game, a battle in the middle 
of the field that Hirwaun relished. 


The cold and very slippery conditons 
were creating mistakes for Cowbridge as 
the players tried to adjust to the conditions. 
Just before half time Morgan did put over 
a penalty to level the scores . 

Just five minutes into the second half, 
Jac Wiliams had to leave the field with an 
ankle injury and Rhys Price returned to the 
action, this time at flanker. 

Hirwaun were now wheeling the scrum 
successfully, preventing any platform for 
moving the bah and after pressure in the 
Cowbridge 22, Hirwaun missed a penalty 
chance.. 

Then at the mid-point came a bizarre 
score for Cowbridge. Morgan took a penal¬ 
ty kick 35 metres out and aimed for touch. 
The bah bounced in field close to the 
touchline, may have hit the comer flag but 
dropped in a very wet area over the try line. 

Hirwaun’s left wing got there first but 
didn’t touch down apparently believing it 
had gone into touch. Winger Liam 
Rowland steamed up and dabbed it down. 
After checking the ball’s positon the refer¬ 
ee awarded the try, which went unconvert¬ 
ed. 

With 10 minutes to go and after a 
lengthy period in the Cowbridge 22, which 
saw second row Matt Wright sin binned 
for persistent offside, the Hirwaun for¬ 
wards drove over for an unconverted try. 

Then, with five minutes to go a kick 
ahead caused full back Alistair Brace to 
turn and chase back. At the try line, he 


slipped and though he appeared to touch 
down, the referee ruled Hirwaun’s centre 
had got there first for an unconverted try. 

A frantic final few minutes saw Alun 
John come on for No 8 Ross Llewellyn, 
and then a great attack up the right wing 
saw Steve Birchenough put centre Huw 
Llewellyn and right wing Liam Rowlnads 
in a two on one position, but a great defen¬ 
sive tackle and a delayed pass meant the 
ball went into touch just five metres short - 
and with it Cowbridge’s last chance. 

Cowbridge coaches and players were 
very disappointed with this below par per¬ 
formance but ah credit to Hirwaun who 
played their hearts out with 14 men. 

Cowbridge must bounce back from this 
defeat - and quickly - and as always there 
is only one way. To train hard, eliminate 
mistakes and prepare for the next vital 
encounter, against the league leaders 
Bryncethin at home on January 7. Kick 
off 2:30pm when ah support would be very 
welcome. 

A last call for the New Year’s Eve bash 
at the club, if you want tickets you had bet¬ 
ter move quickly and contact Nick Jones 
on 07790 887 680. 

Club members were saddened to hear of 
the death of Clive Prigg. Clive, chairman 
and tireless worker for the squash club, 
was a good friend of the rugby club. We 
send our condolences to his family. 

RV/RK 


A WEEK OF DEEP 
SADNESS FOR 
COWBRIDGE SRC 


Time to vote for 
the best Vale 
sporting talent 


NO matter what 
squash match 
results may have 
been recorded last 
week, they were 
over-shadowed by 
the sudden passing 
away of long-serv¬ 
ing chairman Clive 
Prigg. 

For many years, 
Clive was the back¬ 
bone of the squash 
club, undertaking 
duties from basic 
maintenance to repre¬ 
sentation on the 


COWBRIDGE 
under-9s held a fun 
day last Sunday 
(December 18) - 
and a special guest 
turned up! 

First, there were a 
couple of well-contested 
games between the boys, 
followed by a combined 
boys’ team vanquishing 
their sad parents with 
tries from Aled Leitch 
and Robbie Hawkins. 

It was difficult to tell 
at the end of this game 


Athletic Club commit¬ 
tee - he will be sorely 
missed. 

None of the teams 
could clear the clouds 
over the squash club, 
with all losing their 
respective fixtures. 

The B team Bar 44 
lost twice with sched¬ 
uled and re-arranged 
matches - and with 
that their previously 
unbeaten record. 

The C team Trio 
Brasserie also fizzled 
out in their final 
match, losing their 
unbeaten record, going 


who had was muddiest - 
the boys or the dads. 

This was followed by 
a social gathering at 
Cowbridge RFC where 
Lloyd Williams of the 
Cardiff Blues and Wales 
gave out presents and 
spent a considerable 
amount of time having 
numerous photographs 
taken. 

Many, many thanks to 
Lloyd Williams for tak¬ 
ing the time to do this. 

JS 


down 2-3 at Llanishen 

C. 

The A team Bar 44 
failed in their ‘win or 
go down match’ with 
Rhiwbina C, falling 
just short to lose 2-3 
and drop into the rele¬ 
gation places. 

Despite the B’s and 
C’s failings in the week 
before the Christmas 
break, they have man¬ 
aged to cling on to pro¬ 
motion places as South 
Glam Division Two 
runners-up and 

Division Four champi¬ 
ons respectively. 

The name of “all- 
rounder” Clive Prigg 
is uppermost at this 
time, for without his 
efforts over the years 
there would most cer¬ 
tainly not be the thriv¬ 
ing squash club we 
have today - thank you 
so much Clive. 

RW 


A SPORTING 
‘who’s who’ of local 
talent will soon be 
battling it out for 
nominations for the 
2010-11 Vale of 
Glamorgan Sports 
Personality of the 
Year Awards. 

Organised by the Vale 
District Sports Council, 
and supported by the 
Vale Council’s sports 
and play development 
team, the prestigious cer¬ 
emony will be held in 
Spring 2012 to reward 
sporting success that was 
achieved during the last 
two years - 2010 and 
2011. 

A Vale Council 
spokesman said: “There 
are 11 award categories 
in which you can make 
nominations, and you 
may want to suggest 
elite performers who 


made the headlines dur¬ 
ing the last year, or indi¬ 
viduals and teams who 
are making a big impact 
on the local sporting 
scene. 

“For example, it could 
be a coach who is 
achieving excellent 
results against the odds, 
or a volunteer who goes 
the extra mile. 

“All nominees must 
either be from the Vale 
of Glamorgan, currently 
live there, or represent a 
team or club in the coun¬ 
ty” 

A judging panel will 
whittle the nominations 
down to the winners, 
who will be presented 
with large glass trophies, 
while two runners-up in 
each category will 
receive smaller glass tro¬ 
phies. 

The winners will also 
have their names 
engraved on a shield, 
cementing their place in 
local sporting history. 

Nominations can be 
made online at 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk/sportspersonality 
by the deadline of Friday 
January 6, 2012. 

For further details 
about the awards, tele¬ 
phone the Vale Council’s 
sports and play develop¬ 
ment manager, Karen 
Davies, on 01446 
704793. 


The GEM is looking to 
expand it sports coverage in 
the new year, so if you repre¬ 
sent a sporting club in the area 
then send us your match 
reports - email 

gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 


Under-9s get 
to meet their 
rugby hero 


COWBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB 
WINTER ROUND-UP 

Teams prove they 
are competitive 
in local leagues 


LEAGUE tennis at Cowbridge 
Tennis Club is going from 
strength to strength as the club 
has entered five teams (more 
than ever before) in various 
leagues this winter. 

With varying degrees of success, 
we should see at least one team pro¬ 
moted at the end of the season. 
MEN’S FIRST TEAM 
Having played four matches, the 
Men’s First team are leading the way 
in South Wales Cymru Kitchens 
Winter League Division 3. 

They started with an away draw 
against Usk before picking up a 4-0 
win at home against Penarth 2. 

Another away draw, this time at 
Stow Park was followed by a 0-4 win 
away to Cwmbran. Similar results in 
the second half of the season should 
see the team promoted to Division 
Two next year. 

MEN’S SECOND TEAM 
Entering the winter league for the first 
time, our Men’s Second team is in 
South Wales Cymru Kitchens Winter 
League Division 6A. 

Losing their first match away at 
Rhiwbina 3 by 4-0 they made a strong 
comeback for their match against 
Dinas Powys 2 with a resounding 3-1 
win. 

The pouring rain delayed their next 
away match against Chepstow 2, 


which has been rescheduled for 
January 20. Having picked up a draw 
at home against Stow Park 2, the team 
are sitting fourth in the table with a 
match in hand. 

Women’s First Team 
The Women’s First team are playing in 
Division Two of the South Wales 
Cymru Kitchens Winter League and 
are sitting pretty in second place. 

They started by losing away to 
Whitchurch before picking up a good 
home win by beating Llandybie 3-1. 

A 4-0 away loss to David Lloyd was 
followed by beating Cardiff 2 at home. 
WThey then continued to struggle 
away from home, losing 4-0 at 
Bridgend. 

MIXED DOUBLES 

The mixed doubles team is playing in 
South Wales Cymru Kitchens Winter 
League Division 3. 

The club currently sitting second in 
the table, having won two matches 4-0 
and drawn the other two, just two 
points behind the division leaders. 
VETERANS MIXED DOUBLES 
Having played four matches, the Vets 
Mixed Doubles team are in fourth 
place of Division 2. 

The season started with draws away 
to Radyr and then at home against 
Penarth Windsor. They then lost at 
home against Abergavenny and away 
against Cwmbran. 

HM 


COWBRIDGE UNDER-12S 
FIND ‘ATH’ A REAL TEST 


ONE of the most eagerly await¬ 
ed fixtures of the season was 
Bridgend Athletic’s visit to 
Cowbridge under-12s. 

‘The Ath’ had secured some impres¬ 
sive wins in recent weeks, including a 
victory over district champions Ystrad 
Rhondda, so this would prove to be a 
demanding test. 

The early exchanges at the break 
down were incredibly hard fought, but 
Bridgend appeared to have the edge. 

Despite this, the Cowbridge back 
line were provided with some good 
ball but were perhaps too predictable. 

A well-worked Bridgend attack pro¬ 
vided an overlap. However, full back 
Evan Williams raced across and made 
a superb try-saving tackle. 

Showing great physicality in the 
ruck, the Bridgend forwards secured 
the ball, which was spun out to their 


wing to score in comer. 

The visitors’ second try resulted 
from a blind-side move and, despite 
heroic tackling from Sam Corkill, 
Dylan Cottle and Jake Griffiths, they 
drove over in the comer for a 10-0 
half-time lead. 

In the second half, despite some 
tenacious tackling from the Cowbridge 
boys, Bridgend’s forwards powered 
over for two further tries. 

A few minutes later, the Cowbridge 
boys were rewarded for their efforts 
when the outstanding Sam Corkill pro¬ 
vided a pass from a ruck to Max 
Cunnington, who powered his way 
through defenders to score. 

It was the talented Bridgend outside 
half who had the final say, however, as 
he weaved his way through to score 
and bring the game to a close at 5-25. 

GD 


Gymnasts strike gold! 


AT the recent men’s Welsh 
floor and vault championships 
in Swansea, there were medals 
galore for Barry YMCA’s 
young aspiring gymnasts. 

In the under-7 boys team. Mason 
Gunter, Marc Eveleigh, Harvey Lewis, 
Sean McLoughlin and Sammy 
Morgan, won gold. 

Sammy also won a gold medal in 
the floor and vault combined score. 

In the under-8 team event, Barry 
YMCA took yet another gold. The 
team were Jack Roberts, Reuben 
Hopkin, Sam Stopgate, Jack Taylor 
and Jack Ollier. Jack Roberts won sil¬ 
ver in the overall scored for floor and 
vault. 

The under-10 team saw Barry enter 


two teams. Team A comprised 
Morgan Jenkins, Harri Morgan, 
Devante Akhurst, Luke Evans and 
Alex Gibb. 

Team B were Danny Harris, George 
Lawrence, Lloyd Williams, Kyle 
Cates and Mason Gronow. 

Morgan Jenkins from team A took 
gold overall in the individual, and 
Luke Evans from team B took bronze 
overall in the individual. 

The under-12 competition vault 
gold medalist was Christopher 
Webber. 

The men’s gold medalist on both 
floor and vault was Iwan Mephan. 

Well done to all the gymnasts and 
coaches, Bradley Haysham, Connor 
Lewis and Emma Thomson. 

MS 

















Sale After event price £1299 
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£649 

Sale £699 After event price £749 



Everythms in the biggest 
ever DFS Sale is reduced 
in price with Double 
savings on a huse choice 
of the latest desisns. 

I’m Andy Amso, the 
Store Manager at DFS 
Llantrisant. I can't wait 
to show you my new 
store. It’s been specially 
designed to make 
shopping both easy 
and a more pleasurable 
experience. I love it and 
I’m sure you will too. 

DFS have been helpins people find their perfect 
sofa for over 40 years and have built a business on 
making offers others can’t make. I believe we’ve got 
something to suit every taste, home and budget. 
Plus, everything in the DFS Sale is reduced 
in price with Double Savings on many great 
designs. And with everything we sell available 
with the famous 4 years interest free credit deal - 
it’s so easy to buy. 

I really look forward to seeing you on Boxing Day 
and I guarantee a warm welcome awaits you! 



4 years interest free 
credit with nothing 
to pay for the first year 


Boxi m Day 


Glamorgan Vale Retail Park, 

Llantrisant^ CF72 8RP. 

Tel: 01443 449593 think sofas, think 


dfs 


Save Time - Order Direct at vwwy.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day 7days a week 























Some things you might not know about DFS... 


■ 3 UK factories ■ 

■ Free 10 year guarantee 

on every sofa ■ 

■ Exclusive designs 


Over 40 years^ experience of helping 
people find their perfect sofa 

At DFS leather means 100% genuine 
leather all over 


■ Double Savings on many great designs 

in the Winter Sale 

■ Everything is handmade to your order 

■ 1,2,3 or 4 years interest free credit 
with no deposit on everything in store 



Your New DFS store is at 

Glamorgan Vale Retail Park 
Llantrisant, CF72 8RP. Tele: 01443 449593 

• Opening hours: Mon to Fri 9am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm, Sun 11am - 5pm 



think sofas, think 





















